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ee MARRIAGES. 

At Chefoo,-on 22nd February, 1893, at Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consulate, und afterwards at St. 
Andrews’ Church by the Rev. H. Mathews, HENRY 
H. Brown, of the Taku Tug & Lighter Co., Limited, 
Tientsin, to ANNIE JANE GARDNER, only daughter 
of Capt. and Mrs. Damsrrow, of Chefoo. 

On the 6th March, at 3 pm., at the Synagogue 
Bethel; Shanghai, Fanny Srunt, to A. RK. RosEn- 
FELD. . 

DEATH. ; 

On the 8th March, in Egypt, [EpgaR WILLIAM, 
son of Wm. PuGH, of Hankow, and Kenley, Surrey, 
aged 26 years. 


~ ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The American mail of the 12th February 
‘arrived, per P. M. steamer City of Rio de 
Janeivo, ou the 14th March (30 days); and the 
French mail of the 11th February arrived, per 
-M. M. steamer Ernest Simons, on the 14th 
March (81 days). 


ee 
' EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


” . Mr. Curzon has stated in the House of Com- 
mons that the steps required for the proper 
security of Hongkong have been occupying the 

- -Government for some time, 

‘A Chinese American citizen lias been mur- 
dered _x 
an indemni y: will be demanded by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. = 


HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 19th MARCH, 1898. 


by a European waa destroyed by fire and a sea- 
man named Haton was burnt to death. 


S8zemao, has been appointed to the Consulate 
at Canton, and is to be succeeded at Szemao by 
M. Saingon. 


through fires which have so far taken place in 
| Kobe during the present winter is reported to 
| be considerably. over a million dollars. 


an attack made by a Chinese mob on the 
American Mission premises at Chungking. 
One of the native medical assistants was 
‘murdered. 


K.C.B. has been conferred upon Sir Claude 
MacDonald has caused muuch satisfaction in the 
Far Fast. Itis felt that the honour has been 
well deserved. . 


Russia continues to hurry troops to the Far 
East. Her own cruisers being insufficient it 
has been arranged to employ French ships, the 
first of which leaves shortly with 2,000 men. 


Chinese Customs Service and afterwards for 
some time the head of tha Customs Service in 
Tonkin, who was the chief of the recent Lyons 
commercial mission to China, has been appointed 
Consal for France at Liverpool. 


“ As we hear nothing of an allotment of shres 
in the lately projected Japan Fire Insurance 
Company, it is to be surmised that the number 
of shares applied for was too small to warrant 
the Provisional Directors taking further action 
with regard to the project. 


ing a branch of the Red Cross Society in Seoul. 
The present membership is 60, and there are 30 
new applicants. The Society in Japan has 
been distributing portraits of Miss Florence 
Nightingale, who they regard as the general 
patroness of, the order.—Hiogo News. 


announced in the Legislative Council the other. 
day that he had received permission from the 
Secretary of State to absent himself from the 


about the end of the year; and he proposed to 
leave by the mail steamer going to Hongkong | 
on the 27th of this month. 


the number of the German troops now ashore 
amounts to about 1,000 men who are engaged 


tear Macao and it is ‘expected that 


The telegraph station at Bolinao, which was ~ 
in a state of siege for several days, was ree  ~. 
lieved on the 11th, by the arrival of a guiiboat, . 
which landed Marines. On the 15th General © 
Monet and a thousand - men artived overland 
from Manila, and heavy loss is reported to-hay 
been inflicted on the rebels. ; 


Count Muravieff has informed Sir Nicholas 
O'Conor that Russia is negotiating for a lease - 
of Port Arthur and Talienwan for a certain 
number of years, also for a railway across Man- 
churia, that Russia had not demanded Sovereign 
rights, neither had she threatened to send troops 
to Manchuria. If the ports were leased to 
Russia they would be open to foreign trade. 


The Chinese authorities have been much per- 
plexed over the question of Prince Héiry’s 
suitable reception by the Emperor, and tafter 
considerable hesitation it has been decided that 
for the first time in Chinese history, His 
‘August Majesty will stand to receive his guest. 
The officials are as yet in much too great-trepi- 
dation to discuss the details of the return visit. 
—Peking and Tientsin Times. L. ; 

At the Shanghai ratepayers’ meeting méntion 
was made of Mr. Archibald Little’s safe arrival 
al Chungking with his pioneer steamer, and i¢ .. 
was resolved that the Council, on behalf of the 
community, and in consideration of the édvan- 
tages that would accrue to commerce from: Mr. 
Little’s success, should send him a congratula- 
tory telegram. The following is the text of the 
telegram sent :—" Little, Chungking.. Rate- 
payers Shanghai public meeting tender he 
congratulations successfal voyage. Burkill, 
Chairman.” ; 


Troubles, says & native paper, still continue 
to be piled on the shoulders of the unfortunate 
Chinese.Government, which must be in a sadly 
bewildered state. owing to the multiplicity of 
the demands which are pressed upon it from all. 
quarters. It was only the other day that it 
agreed to pay France 100,000 francs in com- 
pensation for the murder of a French citizen on 
the Tonkin frontier fwo years. ago, and now 
the Swedish Gevernment is clamouring for s 
definite reply to its proposals in connection with 
the settlement of the missionaries troubles 
which took took place at Machéng, Hupeh . 
Province, a considerable time since, and. which 
have never yet been adjusted —China Gazette, 


A Canton dispatch received at Shanghai from; - 
reliable quarters reports that General Liu -.:_ 
Yung-fu, the famous Black-flag Chief of Tons’ ~ 
kin, has received orders from the Viceroy Tan 
to go at once to the former’s home in Kwangsi - 
province to raise s brigade of his old adherents, 
who are now peaceable husbandinen with families: 
of grown-up sons in the Reservation granted =~ 
them during the general disbandment at the . - 
close of the war with France in 1885. There - 
are reported on good authority to be over. - 
18,000 old Black-flags and able-bodied young 
men in this Reservation, which-is in the vicinity. - - 
of the Tonkin frontiers, so as to be within ‘easy: = 
call if there should arise troubles with France... : 
But it must bé called to mind that Kwangai’ 
province was the cradle of the great Taiping . 
rebellion, which owed its long: success -to. the - 
splendid fighting qualities and fanaticism of the - 
Kwangsi contingent ; and it is: said that ‘Liu - 
Yung-fa and his Black-flags are by.no means: 
satisfied with the treatment they have received 
from the Imperial Government. since 1885- 


N. 0. Daily News.° ~°. 


At Kobe on the 8th inst., a grog shop kept 


M. Bons d’Anty, the French Consul at 


The losses sustained by Insurance Companies 


Telegraphic intelligence has been received of 


The announcement that the honour of 


A Reuter’s telegram reads as follows :— 


M. Rocher, formerly a Commissioner in the 


The Japan Herald of the 3rd inst. says :— 


Japanese residents havesucceeded in establish- 


The Governor of the Straits Settlements 


Colony on leave of absence, probably returning 


A correspondent writes from Kiaochau that 


in erecting forts and surveying for the railways. 
Provisions and coals are abundantly supplied 
and the Chinese in the neighbourhood believe 
that the Germans intend to take. the whole of 
Shantung province.—China Gazette. 


Owing to the occurrence of a few isolated 
cases of plague in Hongkong quarantine against 
arrivals from this colony has been declared in 
the Straits Settlements. Upon receipt of this 
information the Hongkong Chamber of Com- 
merce wired to the Singapore Chamker re- 
questing that body to use its influence to have 
the quatantine removed. A meeting of the 
Singapore Chamber was held to consider the 
matter.and it was decided that the request of 
the Hongkong Chamber could not be complied 
witb. 


HONGKONG’S DEFENCES. 
At length we have had some official refer- 
ence to th® unprotected. condition of this 
Colony, The ‘Under Scoretary’ of State for 
Foréigh Affairs, evidently in reply to some 
interrogation in the House of Cammons, is 
reported by Reuter’s Agency to have stated 
that “steps required for the proper security 
“of Hongkong had been occupying the 
“ Government for some time.” 
Mr, Curzon did not voluntéer any hint of 
the nature of the steps referred to. It is, 
however, no secret that the Government 
~ have for the past two years or more been 
~ - aware of the insecure position of the port in 
: case of foreign attack, owing to the greater 
: range of modern projectiles and the possi- 
; bility of the city of Victoria and the Kow- 
loon docks being shelled from Mirs Bay 
‘or the southern coast of Lamma Island. 
4 They have, for a much greater period, 
. algo been aware of the open door to 
invasion now presented by the undefended 
bays and inlets on the southern coast 
of this island. Not only is the whole water 
supply of the colony at the mercy of any 
invading force, but there is not a single 
fort, battery, or redoubt, nor solitary coign 
of vantage in any way utilised on that side 
of the elon: ore than a year ago there 
was much talk of fortifying the southern 
approaches, but nothing was done, and we 
doubt whether even the plans were de- 
signed. The harbour is sufficiently pro- 
tected, forts commanding both entrances, 
‘which are also mined, so that an euemy 
would indeed be bold to the verge of rash- 
ness who would venture to try and force a 
way through Green Island passage or’ the 
Lyeemoon. But on the southeru coast there 
is no obstacle to be overcome, and several 
deep and inviting inlets with secure and 
_ comfortable anchorage; also some useful 
* * docks at Aberdeen, which would promptly 
_.  falla prey to the enemy if he approached 
: with sufficient caution. Clearly there is 
a , ney reason for the exposed condition of 
; - this important coaling station occupying the 
: attention of the Government. Indeed it 
ought at the present juncture of affairs to’ 
afford them ground for much well founded 
anxiety.’ We hope that this anxiety does 
exist and will ccntinue until they bring 
their minds to a consideration of the proper 
S steps to remove the causes thereof. 


It is necessary, and we believe the 
nécessity is. generally admitted by all 
authorities on the subject, that, in order 
to give the Squadron’ perfect freedom 
.to pursue its natural réle of frotect- 
ing ‘British commerce nfloat, this coliny 
should be self-protecting.. To this ond its 
borders should first be extended to the 
boundaries proposed, viz., to include the 
Kowloon hinterland as far North as Starl- 
ing Inlef in Mirs Bay on the East, and to 
Lamkas Bay and Ty Shan Bay on the West, 
and southwards to include all the islands 
*- down to Gap Rock, including the Lema 

- Islands on ithe East and the Ladrones on 

the’ West, [[his would enable the military 

‘authorities to provide against a descent over 
the: passes down on to the Kowloon peninsula 
and the Naval authorities to close Mire Bay 
6 hostile crinsers, while the possession of the 
Jslands would give us the opportunity of 
sighting the| approach of any Jiostile vessels 
and preventing their making any of these 
places into a base of attack: There would 
also then be no need to feel anxious 
as to the Water supply, for this would 
be practically unlintited on the Kowloon 
_ + gide. The mere rectification of the frontiers 
‘- alone ‘would not, however, stiffice to relieve 
“anxietiés: It would still be just as 
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necessary to fortify the southern const of the 
island of Hongkong, for the island must 
always continue the chief centre of wealth. 
and population in the colony, no matter how 
much the colony may be extended. The 
garrison must af the same time be increased 
very largely. At present it is ludicrously 
insufficient for the purposes of defence, 
and it should be maintained at a 
point in excess of those  require- 


Apparently | ments, considering the trend of events in 


China, the absolute necessity of being pre- 
pared to conserve our commercial interests 
in that country, and the great distance from 
any point from which it may be recruited, 
India, the nearest base being some fourteen 
days’ steaming hence. Many years ago Sir 
GEORGE Bowen was fond of styling Hong- 
kong the Malta and Gibraltar of the Hast, 
and it has now become of certainly equal 
importance to those places from a strategic 
point of view and of vastly greater value 
from a commercial standpoint. Yet al- 
though this fact is generally recognised, both 
at the War Office and at the Admiralty, the 
Garrison is still maintained at only half the 
number of those of the two Mediterranean 
stations. If Hongkong belonged to Russia 
it would probably be garrisoned. by 
tweuty thousand trvops, and if Great 
Britain is to speak with effect to pos- 
sible foes at her Eastern gate and to 
reason profitably with China, she should 
maintain a potential force as garrison in 
Hongkong. That the Imperial Government 
have rather tardily recognised its value as a 
Naval base we have proof in the extensive 


additions contemplated, though apparently 


still far from commencemeut, at the Royal 
Naval Dockyard. It would be satisfactory 
to learn that its effective defence—by for- 
tification of the southern ‘approaches and 
the provision of a sufficient garrison—had 
been decided upon by the home Govern- 
ment. 


THE DISRUPTION OF CHINA 
AND THE PULICY OF GREAT 
BRITAIN, 

po ays 

The Times compares the temper the of 
British people at the present time with that 
which prevailed at the time of the Crimean 
war. But it is now generally recognised that 
the Crimean war was a mistake, and that 
all the blood and treasure it’ cost were 
expended for nothing. To go to war about 
Port Arthur would be an even greater 
mistake. It is the destiny of Manchuria 
to fall under Russian domination. Great 
Britain may be able to pospone .the 
fulfilment of that destiny for an uncer- 
tain period, but nothing can be more 
certain in the future of the political world 
than that Manchuria will ultimately bécome 
a Russian province. It is the duty of 
British statesmen to keep the province open 
to British trade if they can, and so long as 
we do'the trade we need not mind very 
much who administers the country, except 
that the better the administration the more 
likely is trade to flourish and expand. And 
Manchuria under Russian administration 
and opened up by railways would constitute 
a much better market for British. goods 
than it does under Chinese administration. 
True there is the danger of a hostile tariff 
being imposed, but even so the change in 


a balance of advantagein our favour. The 
illiberal fiscal policy of France and Russia 
naturally makes us luok with coldness 
upon the territorial expansion of those 
countries, but if we think their policy 
inferior to our own Wwe must at the sqme 
‘time recognise that their administration 


the administration would probably leave : 


administration. Tonkin and Cochin-China_ 
in French hands have been much ‘better 
outlets for British trade than they: would 
liave been had they remained under native 
rule, and the same thing will be repented 
in Manchuria. Had we- any intention of 
annexing the province ourselves, - or 


establishing protectorate over it, there 


would be good reason for resisting Russian 
encroachments, by force if necessary, but . 


in the absence of any such intention we fail ~ 


to see what purpose Great Britain can have 
to Serve in supporting Chinese rule, a rule 


too weak to support itself. Our interest: is to - 


look to our own expansion and not att empt 


to interfere with the expansion of other — 


nations unless our interests are-directly 

affected. | 
Seeing that the disruption of China is 

plainly approaching it would be better 


policy to secure at once what we require - 


for ourselves and let the rest g than to lose’ 
the whole by attempting to resist the 
inevitable. The writer of an unsigned 
article in the Contemporary Review for 
February on “The -Problem in the 
Fur East” says the. other Powers 
that have aggressive designs on China 
“imagined that England would follow 
“their lead and commit the grave error of 
‘appropriating some part of Chinese terri- 
‘tory as a material set-off to the places 
“they had seized or contemplated seizing. 
“Had we done so we should have 
“played their game and lent our sanction 


“and assistance to the work of cutting up © 


‘China.’ Elsewhere, in the same article 
the writer says that “the real China, the 
“China of the Yangtsze Valley, of the 
“strip of thickly peopled provinces from 
“Shanghai to Hankow, and from Hankow 
“ty Szechuen, has not been touched. There 
“lies the wealth and the true source of 
“strength in Chins: This region constitutes 


“the kernal of China, and the barren 7 


“plains of Shantung and Pechili are in 
“comparison but the husk.” Let us then 
secure the kernal for ourselves and let 
those who want the husk have it. If that 
is playing their game.we may well be con- 
tent to play it. The true policy of Great 
Britain would be to resume possession of 
Chusan as a naval station and from that 
point dominate the Yangtsze Valley,:.as 
we dominate the valley of the West River 
from Hongkong. In course- of time the 
capital of China will have to be removed: 
from Peking to Nanking or some other 
town on the Yangtsze, and over the smaller 
but more homogenous and stronger empire 
that will then replace the present unwieldy 
and heterogeneous collection of semi-inde- 
pendent provinces Great Britain might well 
claim to exercise an effective protectorate, 
which would be advantageous alike to our- 
selves, to China, and to the world at large. 
But to try to preserve the China of to-day 
intact for ever isa hopeless task. It may 


not be our policy to hasten the inevitable.“ . = 
disruption, but neither is it worth our while _- 
to make large sacrifices in order to defer. 


it. ‘The disruption must. come sooner or 


later, and Great Britain, must be ready to 
protect her interests when the day arrives... 
It is on the “kernal of China” that we ~ 
must keep our eyes fixed, and Chusan is —- 
the point from which influence in that’ 
direction can be most effectively ‘exercised. | 


A receiving order has been made at Shanghai. 
against Messrs. Bennertz & Co. on the petition 
of one of their oreditors, but this, the N. 0, 
Daily News says, is by no means the. end of 
the claims of the firm against the : 


D are ee 
authorities, as it merely transfers, to the Official 


Receiver the task of pressing them. - 


- [March 19,1808. 
is vastly superior to the displaced native ©: 


March 19, 1898.] . 
HE RAGLES AND THE CHINESE 
as  CARCASE. 


= “ Wheresoever the carcase is there will the 
~ “ eagles be gathered together.” The carcase 


a 
5 


qj of China, moribuid though not defunct ; 
the eagles are -the civilised Powers of the 
West and—the latest factor in- Asiatic 
‘= politics—the island Empire of Japan. It 
‘swas through the latter’s agency that the 
« discovery was made of the rottennegs of the 
* Celestial Empire, a discovery that may yet 
have an important itifluence on Japan’s own 
; fortunes, The eagles in this case are repre- 
sented by the vessels-of-war, which have 
of late been flocking out to these seas in a 
well nigh continuous procession. Germany, 
“which formerly maintained a squadron of 
“three vessels, has mow quite a little fleet, 
‘sand her new Colony of Kiaochau is to be 
: garrisoned by a force of four thousand five 
- hundred men. Russia, which has for 
- geveral years past been steadily increasing 
both her naval force and her Siberian army, 
has now a most formidable squadron, and 
this is being still. further augmented. Both 
‘her largest cruisers, the Rossia and the 
. Rurik, as well as two new battleships, have 
_; been added to the squadron in the Pacific, 
: and she is said to have threatened to despatch 
ithe rest of her vessels from the Baltic 
‘if necessary. To this challenge Great 
: Britain-has responded by sending out the 
| battleships Victorious and Barflzur, the great 
2 fast cruiser Powerful has joined Admiral 
» Beystour’s fleet, and various other formid- 


: able ships are on theie wayout. The French, ; 


= determined not to be behind, have ordered out 
: quite an important squadron of battleships 
* and: cruisers. : The United States Asiatic 
~ Squadron hpg been reinforced by the addi- 
* tion of a cruiser, and another has since been 
_ ordered to join the fleet here from Honolulu. 
~Even Italy is despatcuing a squadron to 
‘look after her interests (real or supposed) 

in Eastern Asia, and the advance guard of 
: this force, represented by the cruiser Marco 
Polo, has arrived in this harbour. No 
idoubt Austria will next take care that she 

‘is fittingly represented at the carving up of 
“the gross celestial hog, and little Holland, 
- having considerable interests in these 3eas, 
-maay -despatch some cruisers to be present 
at the céremony.. _ 

* For, disguise the truth as we may, there 
-ean be little doubt that the ancient and 
‘cumbrous fabric of the Chinese Empire, if 
-not actually in the throes of dissolution, is 
Seertainly about to suffer the pangs of virtual 
?dismemberment. The actual operation may 
‘be deferred for a while by the influence 
:of Great Britain and the United States, 
‘backed by Japan, but the ‘agreement 
1s too loose to admit of the real power 
-of the three States being felt, and the 


“preliminary experiments are already being: 


conducted. To Germany belongs the 
:honour of leading the van in this move- 
“ment, her seizure of Kiaochau being .the 
“first step in the direction. True the ter- 
“ritory is only. leased, but after a prosperous 
* Gernjan port has been founded anda trade 
vestablished is it.to be supposed that the 
“lease will not presently become a freehold? 
:The same remarks apply to the occupation 
of Port Arthur and the Liaotung peninsula 
“by Russia. Leasehold first, freehold _sibse- 
iquently. It may be said that Great Britain 
“get the. example in this respect with Kow- 
/Joon; but the circumstances were widely 
rdifferent, and this tiny territory was very 
ight-compensation for a costly war. As 
have said, Germany is now cstablished 
Shantung, Russia in Manchuria; Japan 
clearly resolved, with this'example be- 
“her, to make'a free Japanese port of 


; if this case is the vast and unwieldy body 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


_Weihaiwei, and Great Britain will be com- 


elled in the interests of her commerce and 
or the protection of Shanghai to re-occupy 
the Chusan Islands, while France is ob- 
viously preparing for the establishment of 
her flag in Hainan. Italy and Austria may 
next desire a port and sphere of influence in 
the Emperor Kwana Su’s dominions. In 
any case there are already several great 
Powers established ou the outer edge of the 
Empire, and it cannot be doubted but that 
in process of time—probably at no distant 
date—each foreign port gill have an exten- 
sive territory behind it of whicli that port 
will be the dcminating and perhaps the law 
giving force. The British Government have 
announced their policy in strong terms, but 
there seems nevertheless to be some little 
misconcepfion as to what they intend in the 
event of the process of partition being con- 
tinued. What Lord SAtisBury mesns, we 
take it, is this, that Great Britain will 
be no party to bringing about the dis- 
memberment of China, but if such a 
policy be resolved upon by the other 
Great Powers, Great Britain will see that 
her interests do not suffer, and that if 
partition is effected she shall secure a share 
‘of the spoil, however unwillingly. This is 
the logical conclusion to be drawn from.the 
assurances of Sir MicuaAeL Hicks Beacs, 
Mr, Goscuen, and Mr, Geratp Batrour, 
unless they mean that for the sake of China 
we are prepared to meet a world in arms. 


Much as Great Britain and the United. 


States might regret the necessity for the 
dismembermeat of an anciént and historic 
Empire, neither would be so quixotic as to 
oppose by force of arms a combination of the 
Powers for the sake of upholding the rule 
of the most corrupt and effete Government 
in Asia. 


PHIPATE PAYING PATIENTS ATTHE 
GOVERNMENT CIVIL HOSPITAL. 


> . 

The fees charged at the Government Civil 
Hospital for private paying patients are $6 
a day first class, $4 second class, and $2 
third class. Ifa person engages a room in. 
& hotel by the day he has to. pay from $7 to 
$10, with “extras” in addition. Thus 
‘anyone coming from Canton or the coast 
ports for medical treatment in Hongkong 
finds it to his interest to go direct to the 
hospital, where for $6 a day he secures board 
and lodging, medical attendance, medicine, 
nursing, aud all necessary extras in the 
way of medical comforts. It is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that private medical practi- 
tioners complain of the unfair competition 
of the Government establishment. The 
ratepayers also have reason to complain, 
For persons of slender means who in case of 
sickness cannot afford to provide themselves 
with proper nursing and attendance in their 
own homes it is, of course, most desirable 
that accommodation should be provided in 
an institution, like the Government Civil 
Hospital, and that the fees charged should 
not be beyond their ability to pay. 
It is, therefore, not the third-class 
fees that afford ground of complaint, 
but the first and second class, and 
more especially the first. If-a man 
earning less than, say, a hundred dollars 
a month falls sick and requires treatment 
in a hospital no one will object to his 
admission to the Government establishment 
at the rate of $2 aday, more especially if 
he loses his pay while sick, but that per- 
sons in good circumstances should be ad- 
mitted as patients at inclusive charges 
considerably below their normal expen- 
diture when in health is an abuse that 
should be put a stop to. Persons living 


at the rate of two, three, or four hun- 


dred dollars a month or over. can go 
into. the Government Civil Hospitaf’” 
when sick and for $180 a month -obtaii 
not only board and lodging, but mediéd 
attendance, nursing, medicines, and medical’ 
comforts. Similar considerations apply’ 
to the second class) We should like 
to see the whole question thoroughly 
enquired into by a small representative 
Committee who would set private considera: 
tions aside and approach the matter from a 
public point of view only. The space in the 
Hospital given up to private paying. 
patients necessarily diminishes the space 
left for destitute and necessitous. cases, and 
it is said that the latter have sometimes to 
be refused because there is no accommodas 
tion for them. If first class patients aré 
received at all in the Government Civil 
Hospital—which seems unnecessary now that 
there is a private hospital to which they can 
go—they should at least be called upon 
to pay full rates for value received; the ~ 
charges should be rather over than under 
the rates charged at private establish- 
ments, since it ought to be the policy of the - 
Government to encourage private enterprisé 
in this direction rather than to compete 
with it. As to the second class, an 
inquiry might be made as to whether it © 
might not be abolished altogether. The 
only difference between the second and third 
class, we believe, is that the former sharé 
small wards with one or two other patients’ 
instead of being treated in the general ward.. 
The greater privacy is no doubt appreciated, 
but it is a luxury which should be paid 
for. We have also heard that Government 
servants who by the terms of their engage-' 
ment are not entitled to medical attendance 
are admitted to the hospital on the reduced 
terms applicable to Government servants 
who are entitled to medical attendance, and’ 
who when in hospital pay only a nominal: 
sum calculated to cover the cost of their 
diet. This also should be enquired into. 


REGISTRATION OF SERVANTS, 


eee Wie 

The Captain Superintendent of Police int 
his annual report again raises the question’ 
of the licensing and registration of servanta, 
“Several families,” Mr. May says, “ were- 
“boycotted by their chair coolies during the’ 
“year, because the coolies objected to do a'' 
“reasonable day’s work: Coolies who are 
“dismissed for misconduct or barred 
“find re-employment as readily as do well: — 
“conducted and honest men. Under a' 
“ system of licensing and registration such 
“would be impossible.” The impossibility 
which Mr. May so. airily assumes would 
depend upon the nature of the system he 
proposes. Until that system is formulated it 
is impossible to discuss it in detail, but we. 
very much doubt whether any system could 
be devised that would fulfil all that Mr-~ 
May claims for the one he has ia his mind. 
His idea, judging from the above quoted: 
extract from his report, appears to’ be that if . 


a coolie is dismissed for misconduct he should” 


be prevented from taking other employment... 


But whois to be the judge of the misconduct? . 


Not the employers, for employers are,gome-. - 
times harsh and unreasonable, and if. an _ 
employer is the accuser he ought not to:be - 
the judge. An employer hag the right of « 
dismissal if he is dissatisfied with a servant,” 


°F 


and if he has reason to believea crime has , 


been committed he can prosecuté the sup- 

posed offender before the proper tribunal. -.: 

But to constitute the employer himself.the _ . 
tribunal to determine the guilt ofthe ac- ~ ° 
cused and impose a sentence. depriving ‘the: 
accused of the right to continue'to earn ‘his 
living wonld be an outrage‘on justice, -Tha 
however, seems to be what Mr. Mayt 


oo 
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should be done. Amongst Chinese servants, 
especially amongst chair coolies, there is a 
large proportion of truculent and insubor- 
dinate men who cause much trouble and 
annoyance to their employers, but registra- 
tion hasinot hitherto been found an effec- 
tive corrective. The system -was tried for 
- gome years in Hongkong and broke down; 
it seems also to have broken down in Ceylon. 
A very rigid system of registration was 
7 some years ago brought into force by our: 
te French neighbours in Tonkin; whether it 
is still in force or not’ we do not know, but 
jodging from the constant complaints that 
{ : _ Qpppear in the newspapers it would seem 
1 _ that? the: Europeans there have even more 
de ae 8 trouble with their servants than we in 
i Hongkong. The servant difficulty is as old 
as the hills and exists the-world over, and 
we fear its solution will not be found any 
. easier in Hongkong than elsewhere. No 
doubt it would be very agreeable if the 
Government would provide us with an 
unlimited supply of servants who, like Lady 
; Jane, would be ns good as gold and always 
oe do iwhat they were told; but we do not 
~ believe the Government will ever be able 

to do anything of the kind. 
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that of the fore-mast on the port side and thats 
of the main-mast on the starboard side. Thou 
wind, which was very light, was nearly aft., and: 
the vessel was moving. slowly. throngh- th 
water. There was very little sea: All the crew 
were on deck and awake, When first seen the! 3 
steamer’s light was right ahead. - Shortly afte 


plaintiff Mak Lok, as owner of the junk and 
of her freight and of money and personal effects 
lost in her, claims $3,700.00; the owners of the 
cargo claim $6,058.86; Mak Tang Lung, the 
master, claims for clothing and personal effects 
$10.00; and the crew claim for clothing and 
personal effects $40.00, making a total claim of 
$9,808.86, 

The junk was a three-masted vessel, of 800 
piculs light and 1,600 piculs heavy cargo, and 
the Haitan was a screw steamer of 1,183 tons 
registered tonnage. The junk was ona voyage 
from Haimun, a port to the south of proce 


course little by little and brought it dué west o 

towards the shore. At the same time the sails: 
were slackened a little. Soon afterwards the: 
red light of the steamer was seen a little-on the: 
port bow. The course was not aguin altered: 
The green light of the steamer was never 2 
seen. As the steamer seemed to be bearing down. 
on her, the master of the junk gave orders to 
burn flare-up lights, and this was done once or- 
twice by Mak Tang Gung, The crew also: 
shouted ont to attract the attention of th 
people on bourd the steamer. Shortly after the 
red light was seen, the steamer changed her 
course a little to the left, that is, towards th i 
junk. _She did not slacken her speed, and in a = 


to Hongkong, while the steamer was proceed- 
ing from Hongkong to Swatow. The collision 
took place about 1] p.m. on the 4th August, 
1897, ata point on the coast of China some- 
where between Chiliang Point and Pedro Blanco 
Island. The wind was blowing from the east 
or nearly east, and was of moderate force, with 
a tendency to die away at intervals. There is 
some conflict of evidence with regard to tha state 
of the weather, the evidence for the plaintitfs 
representing it as fine and clear, with the stars 
visible, while the evidence for the defence goes 
to show that it was cloudy and overcast and 
very dark, but clear ou tho water. It is agreed 
that there was no moonlight. The witnesses 
for the plaintiffs allege that they first made out 
the steamer at a distance of about three miles, 
while those for the defence assert that a vessel 
like the junk could not have been seen, without 
lights, at a greater distance than half a mile. 
On the whole I am inclined to think that the 
evidence for the defence has somewhat exag- 
gerated the darkness of the weather. ‘Che tide 
was of little force, with a south-westerly current. 

It is not disputed that the steamer was carry- 
ing the regulation masthead and side lights. 
With regard to the lights of the junk there isa 
direct couflict of statement. The three wit- 
nesses who were examined on behalf of the 
plaintiffs and who were on board of the junk at 
the time of the collision state positively that 
there were two white lights carried by her,— 
one at the fore-mast head and the other at the 
mizzen-mast head. On the other hand, three of 
the witnesses called for the defence, who were 
on board of the steamer at the time of the col- 
lision, assert as positively that the junk carried 
no regular lights, and that there was only a flare- 
up or other light seen on her deck immediately 
before the collision. The witnesses for the 
plaintiffs, who were all Chinesé, gave their 
evidence in a manner which was unusually clear 
and satisfactory for that class of witnesses.- 
One of them stated that it was his duty to at- 
tend to the lights and that he hoisted them about 
sunset on the evening in question. On the other 
side, while I see no reason for thinking that the 
witnesses for the defence desired to wilfully 
mislead the Court on this point, I have to re- 
member that the light on the mizzon-mast head 
may very well have been concealed from them 
by the sails of the junk, end that, in the very 
short period of excitement which elapsed between 
their: first getting sight of the junk and the 
collision, they may not have observed the light 
on the fore-mast head. I was not impressed by the 
evidence given on behalf of the plaintiffs to show 
that some one of the junk’s crew had, on board 
the steamer immediately after the collision, 
made an admission to the effect that the junk 
was not carrying lights. On thé balance of 
evidence I come to the conclusion that the junk 
was carrying the two lights above-mentioned. 
There was also a light on the after part of the 
deck near the compass. 

There is again a considerable confict of evi- 
dence with respect to the circumstances and 


4 


the port quarter at un angle of abont 45 deg.2) 


uished by the shock; and the junk began to fill.* 
One of the crew clambered into the bows of the>' 
steamer, and the rest were picked up by her boat, : 
which was lowered for that purpose. ‘The 
steamer afterwards proceeded on her voyage,: 


THE TRADE OF WOCHOW. 


Sein ian ; 
_ . The Customs returns for the fourth quarter 
of 1897 show that trade is making sub- 
a stantial progress at Wuchow. The total 
revenue collected was Tls. 41,030, ns against 
Tis. 86,241 in the previous quarter, or an 
increase of thirteen per cent., and to this 
amount transit dues contributed Tls. 10,198, 
as against Tls. 8,383 in the previous quarter. | 
The principal item in the import trade is 
kerosine, the amount imported during the 
last quarter being 895,505 gallons, as against 
only 275,070 gallons in the preceding 
uarter. In piece goods there has been a 
ling off, only 26,642 pieces of cottons 
having been imported in the October- 
December quarter, against 45,531 pieces in 
the July-September quarter, while woollens 
fell from 5,239 pieces to 1,622 pieces. 
Lo Metals on the other hand increased from 
a . 1,872 piculs to 2,628 piculs. It is rather 
So * disappointing to find that the piece goods 
- - trade is not making more progress, but cor- 
responding quarters are rather brief periods 
on which to base comparisons. Possibly 
; goods were rushed up a little too rapidly 
me ; on the opening of the:port, leaving a stock 
re: in hand which had to be cleared off in the 
following quarter. 


SUPREME COURT. 
—_——@—-—— 
16th March. 


junk at Swatow. 


in the following way. Before the junk was ~‘ 


east by north half north, at a speed of abont 11 ¢ 
knots an hour. The third officer was on the: % 
bridge. in charge of the navigation of the 5 
the bridge; and a Chinese seaman was on. 33 
duty as look-out in the bows. The master; %& 
Captain Roach, was lying down in the chart- «; . 


bow. She was about a quarter of a mile distant. 
The third officer and the master say that both? 
her sails were on the starboard side. About the : 
same moment the look-out man reportéd her. #| 
The third officer seized his glasses—which were 4 
on the bridge close to him—and with them : 
made out a large junk, with the wind on the: / 
port quarter, heading west south west, as far « 
as he could see, and going about three and a 
half to four knots. As that course would have © 
brought her across the steamer, he gave the 
order to put the helm hard-a-starbodrd. ‘The 


vessels to pass one another starboard to star- «4 
board. The order was obeyed immodiately ; the- 
vessel, answering her helm, came round one -: 
point to port, and then had the junk right 
ahead. ‘The junk then, being at a distance of 
50 to 100 yards, ported her helm and eased off 
her sheets, trying to come right round: and *: 
bringing her head to the west. he result of: 3 
this manoeuvre was that the junk attempted.to ‘: 
cross the bows of the steamer from starboard © * 
to port. Meanwhile the master in the chart 


In ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION. 
f 


and at once came on the bridge, When he got ‘- 
there, he saw a junk right ahead, hanging 

almost right across the bows of the steamer ::~ 
frcm_ starborad to port. He immediately 
put the telegraph full speed astern. There is 
some variation between the statements of thet 


£ 3 
Berore 81k JoHN Carrineton (CHIEF 
f @ JUSTICE) AND COMMANDER W. C. H. 
Hastinas, B.N., (NAUTICAL ASSESSOR). 


MAK 1.0K AND OTHERS y. 8.8. “ HAITAN,” 


rane ' In this case the plaintiffs sued for damages'| cause of the collision. It may be convenient | third officer and the master on the subject of: - 
: arising out of a collision between the British | that I should shortly summarise the accounts | the position of the-junk when the master came’ 


| steamship aitan (Master, J. 8. Roach), and 
the: Kam Shun Hing junk (Master, Mak Lok). 
Mr. J.J. Francis, Q.C. (instructed by Mr. C. 
Ewens), appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. 
M. .W. Slade (instructed by Messrs. Deacon 
and Hastings) for the defendants. 
The hearing of the case was commenced .on 


given by the parties respectively on this-head. 
First, with regard to the plaintiffs’ story. 
For the purposes of navigation ‘a man named 
Chan A Kwai was master of the junk, and he 
was at the helm on the evening in question, A 
mau named Mak Tang Lung was on the look 
out. The crew was nine, all told. Some time 


her course; the master says he saw nothing. of 
any change of course on her part. Thore-is*:! 
also some uncertainty ds to whether any further <<! 
order was at the same time given by the mas 
The third officer says that the helm was: kept 


the 2nd :March. before the collision the mast head light of a | hard-a-starkoard until the moment of the 
His Lordship delivered the following written | steamer was seen, ata distance of about three | collision, and that the only order given to the -: 
judgment:— miles. Both vessels were then on the open-sea, | helmsman was that given by himself; 


This action is brought: against the owners, | and apparently there were no other -vessels in 
the: master, and all others interested in the} sight. According to the preliminary act the 
steamship Haitan and her freight to recover | course of the junk was then about south-west, 1 
damages on account of a collision between her | but according to the oral evidence the course | master gave such an order and that-he obeyed 

az, # and the junk Kam Shun Hing which occurred | was only one point of the Chinese compass re- | it. - ‘These contradictory rap teaepaerriar one to 
“ee onthe night of the 4th August, 1897. -The moved from yest.. There were two sails spread, realise the imminence of-the collisio at “the 


master says he believes: he gave the order.: 
steady the helm, but cannot be positive on:the 
point; while the helmsman. is ‘clear. that.t 


very short space of time she struck the junk ont; dE 


The after part of the junk was cut away by thes: | “a 
force of the collision and fell over into the!’ | 
water ; the light on the foremast was exting-i! | | 


and the next morning landed the crew of the j 

For the defence the occurrence is described “| 
seen the steamer was proceeding on a course: + | 
4 
4 


vessel; a Malay seaman was at the wheel on <i 


room underueath the bridge. The wind was ¢° | 
freshening. About 11 p.m. the third officer, &) | 


| 
standing on the port side of the bridge, saw the Ar} 
sails of a junk ahead about o point on the port [i | 


object of this mancouvre was to cause the two‘; 


f 
room had heard the wheel being put hard over, - 


on deck and. gave this order. The third officer: | 
says the junk was then in the act: of changing = 3] 


it was seen the master of the junk changed het: 2] (]f 


i 


Ha 


a 


-only going three or four knots at the time |. 


fof the collision. But it was too late: a col- 
-lision could not then be avoided; and the 
‘steamer struck the junk on the port quarter, at 
“an angle a little greater than 45 degrees. She 
-tien lay by, lowered a boat, and took off the 
‘crew of the junk. . The officers of the steamer 
-do not seem {to have troubled themselves to 
ascertain the ultimate fate of thé junk, but 
‘there can hardly be any doubt that she soon 
‘sank, Next day her crew were landed at 
-Swatow. : 
.. It will be seen that while these two accounts 
“agree in some particulars, they differ materially 
‘inothers. But it does not appear to be neces- 
sary to discuss these variances in detail, because 
the opinion which I have formed on the ques- 
tion of the carrying of lights by the junk is 
really decisive of the case. For on the hy. 
pothesis—which I think is well founded—that 
the junk was carrying lights, I am of opinion 
that on the night in quetion the steamer should 
have inade-out hor fore-mast light at 4 distance 
‘of about three miles. Iu this erent there 
would have been ample time for the steamer to 
quit herself of the obligation laid upon her by 
the regulations for preventing collisious at 
sea to keep out of the way of the junk, and it 
is hardly possible 10 believe that- she would 
not have succeeded in doing so. In this 
Yiew of the case, then,.I think “the steamer 
is to blame for the collision, But I may 
‘go, further and say that, even if the find- 
ing on the question of lights had been a4- 
‘verse to the junk, the result would not hare 
been different. For it appears to me, on a con- 
sideration of the evidence given on both sides, 
that, if an efficient look-out had been kept on 
-the steamer, the junk would have been made cut 
at.a greater distance than a quarter of a mile. 
But further I am of opinion, having regard to 
all the circumstances detailed in evidence, that 
the distance at which the junk was actually 
sighted by the steamer has been over-stated 
and that. it was less than a quarter of a mile, 
The third officer says that as soon as he made 
out the junk with his glasses he ordered the 
helm of the steamer to be put hard-a-starboard. 
It is clear that, immediately after this order had 
been given and obeyed, the master came on the 
bridge and signalled to the engine room to put 
the engines full speed astern, But the master 
says “ My impression is that when I came on 
the bridge, the collision was inevitable.” I 
have no donbt that this was so; that the 
steamer was then: almost on to the junk ; 
and that nothing could have been done to avoid 
the collision: This view is borne ont by 
thé evicence of [the helmsman, who says 
that the master signalled to the engine room 
and gave him the!order to steady the helm at 
one and the same! moment. Then he adds, 
i Directly the word ‘steady’ was given the 
collision took place.” I believe the statement 
of the third officer that the junk changed her 
course after the steamer had sighted her, and 
not.at a considerably earlier period, as is alleged 
by the ‘witnesses for the plaintiffs, but, even 
supposing that this manwuvre contributed to 
the colligion—which I doubt—-I am of opinion 
ithat the master of the junk must be excused 
ifor-taking it-in the emergency of the moment 
when he found a steamer bearing down on him 
and within a few hundred yards. 

: Lam also of opinion that when the steamer 
Hirst. sighted the junk within so short a dis- 
tance:she should have slackened her speed or 
stopped. or reversed.. If this had been done at 
once; the risk of a collision would have been 
fmuch . diminished.. Further, I think that, as 
the junk was on the port bow of the steamer aud 


iever-on ‘her starboard bow; it was an error of]: 


judgment on the part of the third officer to 
starboard the helm of the steamer. If the 
helm: had ‘been put hard-a-port at the moment. 

hting, it is clear that the vessels would 
passed one another in safety. I think it: 

o say that, on the evidence before the 


t 
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Court, the master of the steamer cannot be 
held in any way to blame for the collision; in- 
deed, he appears to have done all that was in his 
power to avert it. He is also to be commended 
for the prompt and effectual measures which he 
took for saving the lives of the crew of the 
junk, , 

In'the opinions which I have now expressed, 
so far as they .relate to matters of nautical 
skill, the Nautical Assessor concurs. 

The result of those. opinions is that the S. 8. 
Haitan must be held solely to blame for the 
collision, and judgment must be entered for 
the plaintiffs, with their costs of the action. 
There will be a reference to the Registrar and 
merchants {o assess the amount of damages sus- 
tained by the plaintiffs. 


\ 


In SumMARY JURISDICTION. 


Beporr Mr. A. G. Wiss, Puisne Jupae. 


REUTER BROCKELMANN AND CO, v. WING 
| SHUN AND CO, AND ANOTHER. 

This was an action for $875 being damage 
suffered by the plaintiffs on account of a collision 
between their schooner the Autsing with the 
8. 8. Satkong. 

Af the timo of the collision the Kutsing was 
in tow of the defendant's steam launch Wing 
Kwai, and was being towed from Hongkong to 
Canton; and the Saikong was at anchor in the 
Canton‘River off Deep Bay: 

Mr. Hastings appeared for the plaintiffs and 
Mr. H. E. Pollock (instructed by Messrs. 
Wilkinson and Grist) for the defendants. 

No witnesses were called for the defence. 

Mr. Hastings submitted that the Wing Kwai 
was solely to blame for the collision, as she was 
navigated in a reckless and negligent manner, 
and nothing that those on board the Kutsing 
could have done would have. averted the 
collision. . 

Mr. Pollock admitted that the Wing Kwai 
was somewhat to blame, but contended that the 
Kutsing was guilty of contributory negligence 
in that she might have starboarded her helm 
or let go the tow rope and so have avoided the 
coLtision. 

His Lordship, in giving judgment, said that it 
was admitted that the Wing Kwai was to blame, 
and the only question thereforé was whether 
there was contributory negligence on the part 
of the Kutsing; if so, of course she could not 
recover anything. He then reviewed the evi- 
dence und came to the conclusion that there was 
no negligence on the part of those in charge of 
the Kutsing. 

. Judgment was therefore entered in favour of 
the plaintiffs with costs. 


AN AMERICAN MISSION STATION 
ATIACKED. 


—__—_—__>____ 
[Specrar TELEGRAM TO THE “ Darty PRuzss.] 
SHANGHAI, 17th March. 
A mob sacked the American Mission in the 
suburbs of Chungking. ‘ 
The Chinese Medical Assistants were mal- 
treated and one of them murdered. 


QUARANTINE AT SINGAPORE. 


THE SINGAPORE CHAMBER DOES 
' NOT FAVOUR ITS REMOVAL, 


[SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO i1!k DAILY PRESS, 
Singapore, 14th March. 

A special meeting of the. Singapore Chamber 
of Commerce was held to-day to consider the 
Hongkong Chamber’s appeal for the abolition 
of quarantine. ; oo 

The Singapore Chamber decided that it coul 
not comply with the Hongkong Chamber's re- 
quest. 3 
{ When it was notified that quarantine had been 

imposed at Singapore against Hongkong 

’ the Chamber here tc legraphed to the Sin- 
gapore Chamber requesting that body to 
use its influence with the Straits. Govern- 
ment to have the quarantine removed. ] 

The _ shield competition football mateh be- 
tween Kowloon and 25th Co,-8.D.,; R.A., played 
on Saturday, last resulted in a win for the 
Artillerymen by three goals to two. = 


ARKIVAI UF THE FIRST STEAMER. | 


AT CHUNGKING. 


nN . . : , 

_ SHanear, 11th March. . 

News was received yesterday by wire of the 
safe arrival on the Sth instant at Chungking 
of Mr. Archibald Little’s pioneer steamer, the 
Leechyen, after a series of dangers and excite. 
ments. It is now demonstrated that a small 
steamer of ohly moderate powor can be got 


safely over the rapidsof the Upper Yangtsze.— 
N.C. Daily News. 


THE PHILIPPINE REBKLLION, 
——__—__@—____ 
A NEW REREL CHIEF, : 

Although it is very likely that the Philippine 
rebels have obtained a strong position in the 
country between Manila and Bolinao, ‘Manila 
itself has not been affected in the least. Trade 
is still in a flourishing condition, and the 
residents in Manila apparently feel themselves 
quite safe from attack. As the town is gur- 
rounded by thousands of Spanish soldiers, there 
is some foundation for this comfortable feeling. 
Reports of conflicts between the rebels and the 
Spanish troops are daily received. in the town, 
and losses on the Spanish side are said to be 
somewhat numerous, but the people are on the 
whole apathetic abont affairs and doubtless will 
continue ‘so unless their commercial interests 
are threatened with interference. 

A native, name unknown, has proclaimed 
himself chief of the rebels and the rebels have 
duly recognised him. If he is not killed he 
hopes in due time to receive his reward from 
the Spanish Government or from anybody else 
who likes to offer a good price for temporary 
peace. Aqninaldo fetched « big sum for such a 


‘short-lived cessation of hostilities, but the new 


chief has only to bide his time and he will be 
a millionaire. 

It is said that the Government did not pay a 
cent to Aquinaldo and his esteemed confréres. 
The whole of the money paid over to the ex- 
rebels came out of the pockets of the wealth 
Spanish priests. The priests, it is eaported, 
were threatened with banishment from the 
islands, but the threat never became operative 
because the priests, acting no doubt under 
pressure of the officials, bought over the rebel 
leaders and so were graciously permitted to 
resume their ordinary avocations.” This species 
of blackmail will doubtless come in very hand 
again should the rebels require wooing wi 
money. Capital before country is a golden 
rule with some people, and there are many in 
Manila and the districts who go with the side 
that pays the best. They work for the: rebels 
if the pay is good and for the Spaniards if the 
pay is better, and vice versa. 


EXCITING TIMES AT BOLINAO TELEGRAPH 
- STATION. 


SPANISH TROOPS SURPRISED AND 
MASSACRED, 

The Bolino staff of the Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Company had rather an exciting 
time during five days last week owing to 
a rising of the native against the Spanish 
Government, the station having been be- 
sieged by the natives on account of some 
Spanish soldiers taxing refuge there, the 
telegraph office and staff's quarters being 
the strongest building offering any chance of 
defence in the place. The position of the Come 
pany’'s staff was most trying, owing to the fact 
of their being on friendly terms both with the 
rebellious villagers and the officials and soldiers 
of the Government within the building, who, to- 
gether with the staff, numbered $4 souls, in- 


cluding some native women and children, The 


news of the events as they occurred are best 
given in the words of Mr. Pattie, thé Superin- 
tendent of the Company, and his staff, who 


reported the same by wire to the Manager of 
the Company in Hongkong, to whom we are . 


indebted for these details :— 7 i 

“7th March.—About two o'clock this ‘morn- 
ing the Government landlines to Manila were 
cut. We were advised that hundreds of rebels 
entered the village. They killed two European 


and one native soldier. The rest of the soldiers, 
consisting of eight men, escaped to our station, 


which we have barricaded as :well-.as.we - can 


At aix o'clock, the rebels sent’ word ‘that: they. 


u 
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at Shanghai, communicated the official tele- 


; . - gram to the local papers :— 


: Manila, 18th March; 11.30 p.m. 
_ Disturbance in the North of Luzon, district 
of Bolinao, entirely local, ro importance; 
‘caused by Hill Indians rescuing criminals, 
while being conveyed to prison and assisted by 
Actas Indisns cutting wires. Already severely 
anished by force sent, and order is established. 

he rest of the Archipelago is entirely quiet. 
my Sinema iemnatanssaparatemee erie re a 


MURDER OF A CHINESE AMERICAN 
CITIZEN NEAK MACAO, 
——+—-— 

CLAIM FOR AN INDEMNITY. 

A Chinese American citizen named Wong 
was brutally murdered in the Sun Wei district 


_ on the 10th February. Wong was the son of 


an American citizen and was born iu the United 
States twenty years ago, and some time back 
he came to Hongkong to complete his Engl'sh 
Education; preparatory to joining in his father’s 
business.’ A few months ago he went to his 


<7 Chinese home at Tai Hing Po, in the Sun Wei 


district, which is about. eighty miles from 
*Maéao and a hundred miles from.Canton. On 
the 10th February he left his house at ten 
o'clock in the morning for the purpose of going 
to a market place about two miles away, and in 
doing so had to pass a palm tree grove. Before 
leaving the house his elder brother-gave him $4 
to defray expenses. He was expected to return 
at five o'clock‘in the afternoon, but when the 


. time came for retiring he had not put in an 


- Was 


! 


appearance, ahd his elder brother arranged with 
neighbours to send out a search party. The 
-party returned about five honrs afterwards and 
‘reported that they could find no trace of the 
missing young man. Early the following day the 
élder brother was talking with his neighbours 
as to the steps be should take when three or four 
strangers came up and one of them said, “ You 
are talking about a man who has been killed. 
We heard that a body was seen in a palm tree 
grove about a mile from here; perbaps that is 
the person you are looking for.” The strangers 
then went away. The brother wa& so mach 
upset that it did not ocour to him to stop any 
of the men.. However, he and somo friends 
immediately proceeded to the grove, and there 
they found thebody of the missing man. The 
body was fearfully gashed about, no fewer than 
nineteen wounds being on it. The hands, arms, 
and head were terribly cut, and the throat 
s0 deeply cut: as to almost sever 
the head from the body. It is probable that 
he was so shockingly hacked because he fought 
his assailants. “ The body was conveyed to the 
;nearest Magistracy and there the Magistrate 
‘was requesfed to come ont and inspect the body 
and give permission for burial. He did what 
was requested and then told the deceased's 
mi to wait ten days While enquiries were 


made. At the end of tea days the Magistrate 
posted a notice outside his yamen stating that 


- the deceased had been murdered by some person 


or perscns unknown. The brother asked for 
an official copy of this document, but the Ma- 
gistrate told him to copy it himself. After the 
burial tle brother proceeded to Cunton and 
reported the matter to Dr. Bedloe, the Ameri- 
ean Consul, The Consul vigorously took up 
the matter and has referred it to his Minister 


__ 8t Peking-for instructions as to what indemnity 


shall be-demanded. In thé meantime the Con-. 


-“ gal is endeavouring to obtain from the Viceroy 
-a.copy ‘of the Magistrate’s declaration, so that 


ho 
: .- Which will not only compensate the young 
..° man’s-family but also act as a punishment to 


the brother might hand it to his parents on his 

return to the United States. — SP 
There are some thousands of what are known 

as Chinese: American citizens in the province 


- of Kwangtung and Kwangsi having the full 


rights of American citizens and they are, it is 
said, regarded by the natives as good subjects 
for plunder, being generally wealthy, and it is 
oped that some severe penalty will be imposed 


-evil-doers in these particular provinces. What 


protection of life and property. 


“4s wanted is an effective police system for the 


In consequence of persistent rain the Manila 
Races, : which. were to have been; held on the 
Oth, 11th, 12th, and 13th inst., were. postponed 


Sefior de Uriarte, Consul-General for Spain | 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
THE DGATH OF MR. H. COOK. 
s oe -- ete 


INQUEST. 

On Monday Commander W. C. H. Hastings 
(Acting Magistrate) opened the inquest on the 
body of Mr. Harry Cook, late secretary and 
manager of the New Club, who was found dead 
in hed on the Sth inst. 

Mr. Hart Buck, of the firm of Messrs. John 
D. Humphreys and Co,, said—The deceased was 
secretary and manager of the New Club. He 
had been employed in that capacity since the 
Ist October, 1897. Prior to that he had been 
manager of the Mount Austin Hotel for a year. 
1 last saw him alive on the evening of the 8th 
inst. at 7.45 in the New Club. About 1.30 p.m. 
on the 9th inst., in consequence of what the No. 
1 boy told me, I went up to the deceased's room. 
I knocked at the door, but I got no answer and 
I went into the room, The deceased was lying 
on his back on the bed, and his feet were almost 
touching the ground. He was wearing his 
pyjamas, a singlet, and a pair of black socks. 
Mr. Henry Humphreys was with me. We 
sent ‘for Dr. Jordan, who came while we were 
in the room. We looked round and found no. 
signs of anything having fallen from the 
deceased's hands. We sent for the police, and 
Inspector Gillies took charge of the room. 
Deceased gave so much satisfaction whilst he 
was at the hotel that we gavo him a bdnus of 
$500 when the place was closed. Up .to the 
time he ‘joined the New Club he was of 
abstemions habits. Latterly he did nat look 
as if he took care of himself, and he had not 
given satisfaction.because he was very rarely at 
the Club, At 7.30 p.m. on the 8th inst. I saw 
the deceased in the office of the Club. That 
was my nsual time for seeing him abont 
Club. matters. I did not find him distressed. 
He was in fairly’ good spirits but puffy under 
the eyes.. As I am about leaving for Australia 
I had instructdd him to prepare a statement of 
accounts of the club so that I could tell how 
matters stood. He had told the book- 
keeper to prepare the statement, and the 
bookkeeper told me it was not ready. There 
was no altercation. I did not give the deceased 
notice to leave. I did not tell him that I con- 
sidered he had neglected his duties for some 
considerable time. His salary was $150 a month 
with board and lodging. He was not, 4o my 
knowledge, a married man. I have been told 
he has -been spending ‘money freely of late, 
The morning paper was in the bedroom a 
apparently had been read. There was one glass, 
which had contained brandy, on the washstand. 
The defendant was notin trouble with me. I 
do not know if he was in any monetary trouble. 
I cannot give any reason. why he should have 
taken poison. 

Tong Shan, servant boy in the New Club, 
said—The deceased did not sleep at the club on 
the night of the 8th inst. He arrived there at 
6.20 on the inorning of the 9th. He did not dine 
at the club on the night of the 8th. He rarely 
slept at the club. An hour after he got to thie 
club on the 9th I served him with a glass of 
brandy. He was then in bed. There was a 
firo.in the room. At 8.30 he rang and asked 
me for another glass of brandy. At 9 o’clook I 
went into his room-and found him asleep on the 
bed and covered =ith the bed clothes. I did not 
go up to the room again until 1.30 when a letter 
came for him from No. 44, Lyndhurst Terrace. 
When I went into the room I found the deceased 
dead and I returned the letter. He was lying 
across the bed on his back au::: wis legs werehang- 
ingover the side almost touching the ground. 
told the No. 1 boy, who,informed Mr. Buck, I 
left both glasses 1 took up on the wash-stand. 
I have previously served the deceased with 
brandy! in the morning. On one occassion he 
had three glasses of brandy. Y have never seen 
him drunk. ae 

At this point the inquiry was adjourned. 


On Tuesday morning Commander W. C. H. 
Hastings (Acting Magistrate) resumed the 
inquest. 

Mr. Hart Buck, recalled, said—When I saw 
the deceased in the office on the 8th inst. I 
knew the statement of accounts would not be 
ready... I have not yet seen the statement. I 
cannot say for certain whether the deceased’s 
accounts are in order until. I_ see them. I 
believe they are in order, Ido not know why 
be should have taken poison except that he had 


He had not drawn hi - 
salary from me for February. I found after. 
wards he had slightly overdrawn fromthe safe 
and had put in ‘an I.0.0U. for th 
showed: that. he was not em 
The I. O. U.'s amounted to $400 


The Magistrate—You don’t call that 
He had overdrawn to thé extent of $250. 


Witness—Of course he had th 
a good deal of money. He conl 
great deal of money from the safe if he 
.0.U.’s were not dated, 
ere correct up to 
My own gpinion- is 
very lately. Tho 
en made ont, but . ~ 
it. I cannot ga! 
correct until I see. 


not led a steady life. 


e amount, which- 
bezaling ‘money, — 


e handling of - 
d have taken & 


had wished. The I 
I believe his. acco 
the end of December. 
that this money was drawn 
cheque for his salary: had be 
he had not asked me to sign 
if the money in the safe is a. 
the accounts. He wonld not have made ont the . 
I.0.U.’s unless he had taken the exact amount, 

I have no'reason at all to. dou 
The accounts up to the end’ of 
examined during last month and I was told 
they were correct. If the 
as Chairman, would have been told so. 
going away to-morrow and Mr. Hé: 
phreys will have the accounts to sea that 


bt his honesty. 
December were 


v had been incorrect I, - 


Ethel Halliday, of 44 
said—I knew the decease 
at my house: on the &th 
he had spent many nights at_my house 
known the deceased since last October. 
a chit to him about one o'clock on the 9th inst, 
I do not know what time he left my house; I 
was not awake. He came to my house a little 
after nine o'clock on the night of the 8th inst, 
pirits. He had evidently 
but not: very much. He was s 
mao who drank steadily, but I have ‘never 
I hed not .been pressing 
him for money lately. The 8th. March was: 
my birthday and I received $160 from him ° 
as a present. The four letters produced are 
Deceased had not be 
depressed and had not told m 
any trouble, Hedid not appear to have an 
I know that he occasionally too 
y his nerves after drinking, 
e went from my house: to 
ensary for some drops to steady 
his nerves. That was since the 27th Jan * 

Dr. Jordan said—About 2 p.m. on the 9th 
inst. I was summoned to the New Club. I 
entered the deceased’s bedroom on the top floor 
and found him lying across the bed with his 
legs hanging over and touching the floor, He 
was outside the bedclothes and drassed in hig - 
pyjama suit. He was dead and post mortem 
rigidity was just setting in with well marked- 
lividity. The pupils were somewhat dilated. 
There was no evidence of vomiting. I then 
advised Mr. Buck to inform the Police as I was 
unable to certify the cause of death: Is 
deceased had been dead at least two hou 
was no tumbler near him, but on the wash. — 
stand there was a tumbler containing a small ~ 
quantity of liquid which smelt like brandy. _ 
The face was perfectly calm. If an irritant- | 
poison had been the cause of death 
face would not have been: calm.’ Th 
ances were quite compatible with heart’ disease. 
I had never attended; the deceased, and.-had 
only seen him once at the 
Hotel. There was also an em 
bottle on the washstand, 


Detective-Sergeant Gidley said — Abont $ 
bh inst. I-went to the 
Club and entered the deceased's bedroom, where 
I saw the body of the deceased.’ Mr. Hart 
Buck, Dr. Jordan, Mr, Graham,|Mr. Ja 
Tong Sang were in the room. ‘Dr Jo 
me that he did not know of any suspicious cir- 
cumstances attending the death. I removed . 
. the body to the mortuary and ‘locked the bed- 
room door and took charge of 
following day Inspector 
the room and found five bottles 
powder, which I handed to Mr. 
Government analyst. I did not 
the tumbler -on the. washstand: 
bottles werc ‘am 
contained some liqui 
cough mixture.” ~ 
The inquest ‘was: then “a 
‘tinie as the analyat is prepa 


, Lyndhurst ‘Terrace, 
spent the night . 


He was in his usual s 
been drinking, 


seen him drunk. 


en .wnhappy. or 
e that he as in 


strychnine to stead 
On one occasion h 
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REVENGE. © 


A jealons husband attempted to murder his 
‘wife in a house at No. 2, Tung Man Lane, on 

_ Wednesday night. Hé had suspicions that she 
Was unfaithful and on going to his bedroom at 
‘seven o'clock he saw convincing proof of the 
fact. The lover bolted throagh the skylight on 
to the roof and the angry husband picked up a 
knife, stabbed his wife on the head and also cut 

. her hand,‘and then followed the lover through 
- the skylight, leaving {he guilty wife on the bed 
bleeding severely. The pursuit was quickly 
' out’ short, as the infuriated husband in his 
haste to: capture his rival rolled off the: 

- roof and fell plump on the top of a 
youre postman who was passing down the 
e.° But for the postman being in the way 

the husband would have been killed, as the 
pavement was made of granite blocks. The 
poor postman suffered more bodily injury than 
‘the husband and they were both despatched to 
the hospital by the police. The woman's 

_ wounds were temporarily dressed and she was 
» also sent to the hospital, and the trio are now 
detained there. Detective Inspector Hanson is 
enquiring into the matter, but as yet the lover 
has not deemed it prudent to show himself, 
although! it is only as a witriess that he is 
wanted. | + ; 


‘REVIEWS. 


ae —_——@——— 
A History of China, from the Earliest Lays 
-doun to the Present. By Rev. J. Macgowan, 
- London Missionary Society. Shanghai: 
Printed by the Presbyterian Mission Press. 
1897. (Hongkong: W. Brewer & Co.) 
Mr. Maccowan’s work deserves a hearty wel- 
‘come from: all who are interested in the history 
of China. The method he has adopted in its 
‘compilation is/explained in the preface. The 
yolume profesdes to give the history of China 
’ in a form that is new to the English reader. 
It is not a compilation gathered from all kinds 
of sources, but al reproduction, from the original, 
of the Standard) History of China. That the 
native history is on the whole « reliable one, 
Mr. Macgowam says, we have no reason to 
doubt, especially when we consider the system 
that was adopted to protect the writers of 
it,-s0 oe they might tell the most unpleas- 
ant truths without any fear of risk to them- 
* gealves. Ever since the Han dynasty (B,C. 206- 
AD. 25) historians have been appointed to 
-write the history of their times, and no one but 
themselves has been allowed to look upon what 
has been recorded. There have been times when 
a ruler has attempted to coerce them to reveal 
“what they have written about himself, but they 
have been willing to suffer death rather than 
betray the trust committed to them. The con- 
uence has been that the writers have been 
to write impartially when they were com- 
ed to write some story to the discredit of an 
mperor, or of some powerful statesman, or that 
reflected dishonour upon the nation. As each do- 
- eument was written it was deposited in an iron 
- chest, which remained locked until the dynasty 
had ceased to rule. The box was then opened 
by command of ,some soveréign of the next, 
when all the documents it contained were handed 
over to the royal historians, who proceeded from’ 
them to write the history of the dynasty that 
had passed away. The story of the Manchu 
dynasty, being still concealed within the recesses 
of the historical chest, has not been available in 
the preparation of this history, and other 
_sources. of information have had to be relied 
upon. stir 
PThis iron chest, a veritable memento mori to 
each succeeding dynasty, is one of those singu- 
lar institutions of the Chinese Empire that 
show the contradictory and well-nigh incom- 
prehensiblo characteristics of the race. In other 
‘countries of monarchical institutious it is al- 
ways assumed that the reigning dynasty is se- 
 ourely fixed, and even where it is felt that their 
" ynle is ‘shaky no official. admission to that effect 
is: made. Theoretically a dynasty is regarded as 
- destined to continue for ever, or, should it 
‘expire for want of issue, to be peacefully 
. gticoeeded by a collateral family. But in China 
it world seem to be officially reognised and 
“taken as a matter of course that a time must 


_ ab. 


_ ‘come when each succeeding dynasty will be 


-"'foroibly overthrown, And this in the most 


4 
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; 1a - | «ss HE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
ae os “AN AGGRIEVED HUSBAND'S 


recent war between China -and ‘ Japan,- ther 
is a curious error... It. is - there . stated —_ 
that the events of 1884.in. Seoul incensed the ;- 
peow of Japan beyond measure; that-they  - 
oudly cried for war, and that the Mikado’s .-- 
deciding for peace ‘‘led.to the Satsnma.’Re-. - 
bellion.” The Satsuma Rebellion occurred-in-— - 
1877, that is, seven years before the events — 
which Mr. Macgowan says led up to it. ‘The - 
mistake has evidently arisen from an error-in ~~ 
making or copying notes, The Rebellion in _- - 
question was in part due to the moderation of. 
the Mikado's policy in reference to Korea, but- 
the particular events to which that  pelicy- 
applied were long anterior to those men- - 
tioned by Mr. Macgowan. This is the only . 
error of importance we have noticed, and we -- 
can cordially recommend Mr. Macgowan’s his-- 
to both as a work of reference and, as. 
regards the latter portion of it, interesting ._ 
and instructive narrative of modern events in 
China. There is no obtrusion of the missionary - 
‘question, in fact it seems to. have been 
rather unduly kept in the background, and 
in the index we do not find even the word “ mis- 
sionary.” Itis only in the concluding lines that ~~ 
there is any special reference to the evangelisa- 
tion of China, and it occurs therein aconnec- . 
tion that will command respect, if not universal _ 
assent. We quote the whole paragraph :— ~~ 
“Our history is now finished. -We began in 
the gloom and mist of those remote and ancient. . 
times whore oe and legend struggled with 
each other, and where the light of authentic: 
history had not yet penetrated. By and by wé ~ 
saw the historic figures that fill so large a space 
in the Chinese annals, come forth and take their 
place in. the story of this people, and then 
kings, and queens; and princes, and statesmen 
and famous generals, some whose names shall . . 
shine with perpetual honour, and others that 
ehall have everlasting infamy heaped upon them 
to the end of time. We have told the story of 
how the nation has grown from a small begin- a 
ning to be a mighty empire, and how through ... 
the indomitable energy and perseverance of its 
‘people it has not only conquered and subdued - 
the tribes and peoples that Jay along its borders, 
but also absorbed its conquerors and turned 
them into-Chinamen and made their country an 
integral part of China, The Chinesé are an 
imperial race, and can hold their own physically 
in the face of any other in the world. They 
have, however, failed to fulfil the destiny that 
their great powers pointed out as belonging +o 
them. They are proud and haughty and con- 
temptuous of all other nationalities. The 
educated and uneducated alike are the slaves of 
the grossest superstitions, that not only affect. 
them in their every-day life, but have also baen 
the means of retarding the national prosperity — 
by closing as if with the hand of fate the 
mineral wealth of the country. Education, in 
the proper sense of the term, does not, and has 
never existed in China, and the people of every 
class, from the highest to the lowest, are as 
immoral and corrupt as the pages-‘of this 
history show they were two thousand years ago. 
If there is one thing taught more plainly than. 
another in this story of China it is that no 
nation that has nota knowledge and reverencd 
for God can ever become truly great, and that ~~ 
without morality, though it may be-powerfal . 
and extensive, its life will be honey-combed 
and sapped by vices and failings that shall 
eat into the national prosperity and cause it to 
fail in all the great purposes for which it exists ie 
asanation. The time of China's. purification .. .~"" 
and regeneration will come when Christianity. -.° ” 
shall become the dominant force in its life as. 
idolatry has been in the past.” Ma SESE eS 


conservative country of the world! The pre- 
sent dynasty has already had a longer tenure 
than the majority of its predecessors, and the 
young Emperor Kwang Su must have misgivings 
that the time is approaching when the famous’ 
iron chest containing the records of his dynasty 
will be opened and its contents made publio, 
not a pleasant subject of contemplation for a 
monarch whose reign falls in the period of deca- 
denceand disgrace. The recent historical records 
of China, if written with that. honesty which 
Mr. Macgowan claims for them, must be mainly 
records of humiliation and defeat. The sup- 
pression of the Taiping and Mahomedan Re- 
bellions and the reconquest of Kasgaria will no 
doubt be set down as heroic achievements, but 
these were domestic affairs and will not avail to 
blot out the humiliation and less of territory to 
which the Empire has been subjected in its 
dealings with foreign Powers by reason of the 
ignorant self-conceit.and arrogance of its rulers. 

Mr. Macgowan says he.‘‘has not attempted 
to give a literal translation of the Chinese his- 
tory, his aim being rather to produce as faith- 
fully as possible the very thoughts and images 
of the Chinese historians. Those portions of 
it that would have no interest for the English 
reader have been omitted.” The work of con: 
densation might, we think, have been carried a 
little further with advantage. In the earlier 
portion we are presented with material from 
which history, in the popular sense, should be 
written, rather than with the finished history 
itself. Names, dates, and events are set down 
in arid sequence, but their bearing on the life 
of the people the reader is left for the most part 
to search out for himself. But the official his- 
torical records of China are, as Mr. Macgowan 
says, concerned mostly about wars and conquests 
and court intrigues. Hence as a complete his- 
tory of the nation they are unsatisfying, and 
require to be supplemented from other sources. 
The rost interesting section of the book before 
us is naturally the last one, dealing with the 
period of the Tsing dynasty, which is brought 
up to the close of the war with Japan and the 
conquest of Formosa. The author has not 
‘allowed himself to be biassed by his clerical 
calling, even upon such a controversial mat- 
ter as the opium question, which he treats with. 
judicial impartiality. While it may be inferred 
that Mr. MacGowan personally disapproves of 
the opium traffic, in his review of the events 
leading up to the first war he says:—‘ Un- 
fortunately the Imperial Governmentat Peking 
had not taken a decided position on the question, 
The statesmen there were divided into two 
parties. One was for legalising the drug, 
and the other was for total exclusion 
from the-country. It is a fact worthy of 
note that neither of these looked at 
the subject from a moral point of view.” 
Elsewhere he says :— Although the war was 
nnquestionably the result of the refusal of the 
Chinese officials to recognise the English as 
anything but tributary to their Emperors, there 
is no doubt but that the mandarins who were 
-present at the signing of the treaty all believed 
that the real cause.of it was the opium traffic.” 
The opium traffic was undoubtedly the proximate 
cause of the war, but the real cause was, as 
Mr. Macgowan says, the refusal of the 
Chinese to recognise the English as any- 
thing but a tributary nation. It is only. 
people’ who’ are incapable of looking beneath. 
the surface that can be content ‘to accept the 
title of “the opinion war” as correctly describ- 
ing our first conflict with China. Mr. Macgo- 
wan is equally sound on the audience question. 
Referring to the first reception of the forei gn 
ambassadors by the Emperor Kwang Su he 
says :—‘ It is inconceivable to all students of: 
Chinese history why England should have 
allowed herself to be insulted by the Chinese in 
their demanding that her representative should 
appear in a building which had been specially 
reserved for the reception of men that were 
bringing tribute to the Chinese Emperor as 
their over-load.” England's unfortunate atti- 
tude on this question had-much to do with the 
loss of prestige from which she suffered for so 
long. and on the other hand the more dignified 
attitude taken up by France and Russia mater- 
ially assisted in promoting the influence -of 
those Powers. .. . : 7 

In a footnote on page 595, in explana- 
tion of the causes that led up to the 


| . OF grammar, and the Peecoeal part, or reader, 
'. and the arrangement o 


. _ latter year than in the former. 
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A Handbook..of Colloquial Japanese. By 
_ Basti Haut CHAMBERLAIN, Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Japanese and Philology in the Im- 
perial University of Tokyo. Third Edition. 
London: Sampson Low, Marston & Co., 
Limited. Tokyo: TLe Shuyeisha. Yokohama, 
Shanghai, Hongkong,. Singapore: Kelly & 
_ Walsh, Limited. 1898, aa 

Tue fact that’ a.third edition of Prefessor 
‘Chamberlain’s handbook has been called for, 
is the best testimenial to its value as an aid to 
the acquisition of.the Japanese language. It 
is divided into two parts, the theoretical part, 


both appears excellent. 


THE POLICK REPORT FOI: 1897. 


lf 
- The annual report of the Hon. F..H. May 
Captain Superintendent of Police, is published 
in last Saturday's Gazetfe, from which we take 
the following particulars :— 


‘CRIME, 

The total of.all cases reported to the Police 
was 9,629, being a decrease as compared with 
1896 of 3,346, or 25.78 per cent. In the division 
of these cases into serious and minor offences, 
there appears an increase ag compared with 
1896 of 582 cases, or 25.15 per.cent., in the 
former, and a deorease of 3,928 cases, or 36.94 

r cent., in the latter. The year 1896 cannot 

regarded as a normal one, for the existence 
of plague here diminished the population, and 
the constant visitations of the honse-to-house- 
search parties, and the cleansing operations in 


‘the houses carried out by the Sanitary Board, 


tended to prevent crime. Comparing the re- 
turns for 1897 with those for 1895, which was 
anormal year, it will be seen that there are 
only 129 more reports of serious cazes in the 
Such an in- 
crease may well be accounted for by increase in 
population aloue. 
GAMBLING. 

The following is the reference to the gamb- 
ling scandal :—‘“ Since the breaking up of the 
Wa Lane and Cheung Hing Street establish- 
ments in June last there has been little gambling. 
On the list of recipients of bribes from the Wa 
Lane gambling house seized at No. 3, East 
Street, were found the names or-numbers of 14 
European Police Officers (one Chief Inspector 


_ Acting as-Deputy Superintendent of Police, 6 


Inspectors, one Acting Inspector, 4 Sergeants, 
and 2 Acting Sergeants), 38 Indian Sergesnts 


“and Constables, and 76 Chinese Sergeant [nter- 


preters, Sergeants, and Constables. One Euro- 
pean Inspector was convicted of receiving bribes 
and sentenced to 6 months’ imprisonment with 
hard labour. ‘Three Inspettors and one Sergeant 
were dismissed. Two Iuspectors and two Ser- 
geants (one was Acting Inspector when the list 
was discovered) have been called upon to resign. 
Two Sergeants and one Acting Sergeant were 
not. re-engaged on the expiration of their terms 
of 5 years’ service. One Acting Sergeant re- 


: signed. The Inspector who was Acting as 


‘Deputy Superintendent had already retired from 
the Force when the list was discovered. Nineteen 
of the Endian Police were dismissed and one was 
not allowed to rse-engage. Seventeen. still re- 
main in the Force. Twenty-six of the Chinese 
Police were dismissed and eighteén resigned. 
‘Thirty-two still remain in the Force. There 


are thus 49 Asiatic Policemen still serving whose 
ames were on the list.” 
ee PROSTITUTION, 

Concerning prostitution Mr. May says:— 
-© Complaints:.have continued to be made of the 
indiscriminate opening of brothels in respectable 
quarters of the City. Some houses in Wyndham 
Street were successfully proceeded against under 
Ordinance 6 of 1894 on the complaint of Eutd- 
pean householders in the street. But I have 


:Ffailed to induce any Chinese householders to}: 


“have recourse to the legal remedy for what is. 


ae “becoming an intolerable nuisance.” : 


~- LICENSING OF DOMESTIC SERVANTS. 
Under the head of “ Licences” the following 
patagraph appears :—“T have again during Isct 
‘year ‘advocated the licensing of domestic ser-. 


‘yants. ~Several families were boycotted by their 


- ‘chair coolies during the year, because (he coolies 


abjected to do a reasonable day’s work. -Coolies 
who-are dismissed for. misconduct or dishonesty 
‘find re-employment as readily as do well-con- 


= ducted and honest mon. Under a system of 
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licensing and registration such would Ye im- 
possible.” 
" CONDUCr OF THE FORCE, 

Leaving out of account the Wa Lane Bribery 
Scandal, the conduct of the Force, Mr. May 
states, has-on the whole been good. It is 
satisfactory to note that among the Water 
Police there was no case of extortion or the 
like. This Mr. May attributes to the effeot-of 
the improvement in the status of the Contingent 
made by the increase of pay given and increased 
security required during the year. 

BARRACKS. 

_ The following appears under this heading :— 
“ During the year 1 have recommended certain 
additions and alterations in the Police Stations 
at the Peak and Hunghom, for which provision 
has been made in the Estimates for the current 
year. sum has also been inserted with 
which to make a beginning of the building 
of a new station at West Point, whicli is 
urgently requized. An entirely new Station 
is also required at East Point, and No. 5 Police 
Station (the Central Fire Station) requires: yery 
large additions and improvements, which, 

trust, will soon be taken in hand. The three 
ast named Stations are in their present condi- 
tion by no means a credit to the colony, jand 
must be injurious to the health of the men 
stationed in them,” 


ALICE MEMORIAL AND NEVHER- 
SOLE. HOSPITALS 


—— i 

A meeting of the Finance Committee of the 
Alice Memorial and Nethersole Hospitals was 
held on 11th March at the Alice Memorial 
Hospital. Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart presided, 
and there were also present—Dr. R, M. Gibson 
(Hon. Secretary), Mr. A. Ross (Hon. Treasurer), 
Rev. T, W. Pearce, Dr. J. C, Thomson, Mr. A. 
McKenzie, and Mr. Wong Shing. 

Dr. Thomson introduced his successor, Dy. 
Gibson, and said he was sure Dr. Gibson would 
efficiently and satisfactorily carry on the work, 
and that a bright prosperity was in store for 
the hospitals. 

The Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, 
extended a most hearty welcome to Dr. Gibson 
and added that the Committee very much 
régretted losing Dr. Thomson’s services. Those 
services were well known and highly appre- 
ciated, but he was sure that although Dr. 
Thomson was severing his connection with the 
institutions as far as.the secretarial duties were 
concerned he would help them with the benefit 
of his advice on all occasions. 

The minutes of the previous meeting hay- 
ing been read, Dr. Thomson reported that 
all the gentlemen appointed on the Committee 
had consented to act with the exception of M:, 
G. C. C. Master, who wrote stating that he had 
no time to. devote to the work. Dr. Thomson 
further reported that a mesting of the Chinese 
members of the Finance Committee was held in 
the Registrar-General’s office on the 1st October 
iast under the chairmanship of Mr. Lockhart, 
with Dr. ‘homson as hon. secretary. Messrs. 
Ho Tung and Ho Fook were appointed to or- 
ganize a party of collecting shroffs. The work 
had been done very successfully and the Chinese 
donation list had increased. -The thanks of the 
Committee were due to Mr. Ho Tung and Mr. 
Ho Fook and also to the other gentlemen who 
co-operated’ with them for the valuable work 
they had done on behalf of the hospitals 
(Applause). - 

Dr. Thomson then proposed the re-election 

of the Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart as Chair- 
man of the Committee. Mr. Lockhart had been 
chairman for several years and by his influence 
had rendered a very great deal of help in the 
matter of collecting the donations, especially 
among the Chinese community. He was about 
to leave the colony for a few months, but 
the Committee would willingly grant him leave 
,and no doubt they would also favourably con- 
sider any application for prolonged leave. 
(Laughter). Mr. Locl.hart’s name as chair- 
man would continue to render them very sub- 
stantial help, although he himself might not be 
present in the colony. 

“Rev. T. W. Pearce scconded 
which was carried. : 

Mr. Lockhart’ returned thanks for the 
honour, which he accepted on the conditions 


the motion, 


named by Dr. Thomson. He thought it would 


' be better to have somebody in the saddle 


have the saddle empty for some time, -bnt he 
hoped his absence would have no 
the welfare of the hospitals, ie 
ake report and balance sheet were taken as 
read, 


My. Ross, in explaining the balance sheet, 


said the institutions were in a gond financial - 


position. The donations had increased by $922 
and the special donations by $334.98 over.those 
of last year. Extra expenses had been incurred 
during the year, and a balance of $790.15. was 
carried forward exclusive of the Young bequest, 
which had been invested in safe land stocks. 
The Chairman moved that Mr. A. MoKenzie 


be apr ated treasurer and said he very much 


regretted Mr. Ross was unable to continue hisser- 
vices as he was shortly going home. They were, 
however, fortunate in having secured Mr. Mo. 
Kenzie. They were losing one Highlander 
and they had got another, and he did not think 

they could go to a better part of the world ‘ta 

get a treasurer. He hoped Mr. McKenstfe . 


would prova a treasurer worthy of the good old. ; 


Highland name he possessed. ; 
Mr. Ross seconded the resolution, which was 
carried. 
The Chairman, in conclading the proceed: 
ings, alluded to the satisfactory position of the 


hospitals, the inorease of the work, and the 6x- — 


cellent services rendered by the two licentiates . 
at the Nothersola Hospital. He hoped ‘the 
subscriptions would continue to: increase, par- 
ticularly amongst the Chinese, because it Yad 
to be borne in mind that it was the Chinese 
who benefited by the excellent skill placed at | 
their disposal in the hospitals. Having been 
connected with the institutions since they were 
founded he felt very proud of their success and 
trusted they would continuo to Aourish, 


1WO LanD INVESTMENT 
COMPANILS. 
-_ 
[COMMUNICATED, ] 

They were brought into existence nine years 
ago, one in poverty, the other in the lap of 
luxury, and it ends now in shares of the pody. 
beggar standing at 85 per cent. premium, whilp 
shares in the Hongkong jewel, fought for at 
its birth at 140 per cent. preminm, are now 
actually below their original cost. It was ag 
clever a move as the Honourable Hongkong 
Statesman ever made, when he doubled the 
capital of his company at 100 per cont, premium 
and erected therefrom a reserve squat % half 
the paid up capital. If there was any “go” 
left in Hongkong, shareholders in the Hong-° 


ill effecte on © 


kong Land Investment Co. would long sined ; 


have transferred this reserve to capital account 
and had their scrip converted into paid uP shares 


of $75 each. The 9th annual reports of the two 


companies are poorly constructed affairs, not, I 
think, because directors have anything to con-- 
ceal, but merely because they would perhapsnqt 
know how to justify the fees they draw unless 
they made a mystery of something. Hongkon: 


smothers its borrowing under the head of “ Ad. . 


ie Shanghai Hongkong 


Capital 0... .., . 1,728,738 Ria 
Reserve 266,666 $3,750,000 - | 
Loans ..._...._...._: 1,888,883 875,000 
Accounts Payable... 68,804 26,494" . 
Final Dividend 112,666 100,000 :- 
Balance 1886... ... 2,812 56,559" 
do. 1897... 43. 8,341 - 1,297 - 
3,516,355 4,809,290 
Properties . 2,786,788 2,778,085 
Mortgages... 685,333. 
Cash & Debtors 


senseiegg nuraan genet eeeatene 


ee Oe hai Hongkong 
. Rents... 483,243 992 
~ Interest ...... 66,180 148,796 
Profit on sales eto. 17,672 14,613 
Commissions... 480 9,146 
Tratisfer fees ... 149 227 
ot 257,674 959,774 
‘ Dividend ... 172,666 200,000 
Tuterest . 77,400 47,977 

Directors, etc. ... 4,267 10,500 * 
Balance 3,341 1,297 
257,674 259,774 


. The Shanghai Co. borrows money at 5.6 per 
- cent. and invests it on mortgage at 8.2 per cent. 
and in Property at 6.6 per cent. while the 
Hongkong Co. borrows money at 5.5 per cent. 
and invests it on mortgage at 7.5 per cent., the 
properties in which their capital is invested 
ringing in only 3.1 per cent., and yet there was 
a speaker at the last meeting who suggested 
they should clear out of mortgages which 
bring in 7.5 per cent. und put the money 
into property which brings in only 3.1 per 
cent. me. bad feature in both companies” 
is that last year neither earned the money 
they paid away in dividends; they had to 
consume, the Shanghai Co. $14,331 and the 
Hongkong Co. $13,316, from profit on sales of 
“property to make up the amounts required for 
ividend, and itis not a bright look ont if they 
have to depend upon such a source of income to 
maintain future dividends. The Shanghai Co. 
made, last year, 9 per cent. and paid 10 per cent. 
on present capital, and the chairman at the 
meeting said 11 per cent. was in sight for 1898, 
but T do.not see where it is to come from unless 
they appropriate profits from sales of land. 
They may have $176,000 of earnings and $6,000 
of balances brought forward, but 8182,000 would 
give only 104 per cent. onthe capital, The Hong- 
kong Co. paid, last year, 5.3 per cent. and made 
only 5 per cent., but should pay more for this 
year as they carry forward a big undivided 
balance. Taking shares at their present values, 
Shanghai Lands Tls. 924 and Hongkong Lands 
$78, dividends make them both about the same 
valne as an investment, a 5.4 or 5.5 per cent. 
stock, and people should be able to do better than 
. that with their money. There seems brighter pro- 
_ taize for Hongkong Lands, ifonly the Company 
was decently managed, than thereis for Shanghai 
Lands, which, for the time being at least, have 
‘seen their best, as shareholders cannot, or rather 
“should not, expect the Company every year to 
make profits from the turnover of land. What 
. both Companies want is additional capital. The 
-: Shanghai Co. has debentures running at 6, 53, 
and 5 per cent. interest. It hasa reserve of 
Tis-200,600, mainly creak d from premiums on 
new issues. Its shares are Tls 50 each and it 
seems to havea funny number, 25,93], to pro- 
duce“its capital of Tls 1,296,550, .It should in- 
crease to 50,000 shares by issuing 24,069 new 
‘ones at Tls 75, which would bring in Tis 
~ 60,172.5.0 premium, and this, with the reserve 
of Ts 200,000, would allow of the shares being 
allotted at Tls 65 each. The reserve fund 
-would disappear, and very properly, because it 
has been created by shareholders and it should 
revert to them by being capitalized. The 
24,069 new shares at Tls 65 would bring in Tls 
1,504,445, with which they conld redeem the 6 
pr cent. debentures and have Tls 800,000 in 
“hand to invest on mortgage. The Hongkong 
' "Cd. should capitalize ita reserve and call up the 
_otitstanding $25 por share, which would produce 
$1,250,000. With it they could pay off their debt 
of $875,000 and have $375,000 in hand to invest 
- on mortgage, or, as the rate, 54 per cent. at 
which they borrow money, is not onerous, they 
could retain the whole, bring it to Shanghai, 
and compete against the Shanghai Co, for 8.2 
per. cent. mortgages. Until the reserve is 
capitalized shareholders in the Hongkong Co, 
are always liable to be shot at and have their 
dividends crippled by the managing Directors, 
T have not a copy of the Articles of Association, 
bat, .so far ag memory serves, the managing 
Directors can claim commission of 5 per cent. 
on_profits when the dividend exceeds 74 per 
eent.:-I suppose they have really been entitled 
to that.commission for a number of years past, 


‘dividends of 8 per cent, though it is actually 


‘as they. might say, and possibly-do say, they pay |. 
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only 5% per cont. on the paid value of'a share.|I assure you. it is with deep regret-that the 


However, some one might look up the’ Articles 
of Association and see how the clause actually 
runs. 
_NATIONAL BANK OF 
CHINA, LIMITED, 


The seventh ordinary annual general meeting 
of shareholders in the National Bank of China, 
Limited, was held on Saturday last in the Head 
Office of the Company. Mr. D. Gillies presided 
and there were also present :— Messrs. J.T’. Lauts, 
Chow Tung Shang, Chan Kit Sang,.and Hoi 
Chuen (Directors), V. H. Deacon (Solicitor), 
A. Finke, E. Bischoff, W. G. Winterburn, B. 
Terry, E. 8. Kelly, G. H. Potts, A. Moir, Van 
Neirop, J. H. Cox, Fung Wa Chuen, G. W. F. 
Playfair (Manager), etc., etc. 

The Ma acer read the notice convening the 
meeting. - 

The CHarrMAN—Gentlemen, as you will 
have seen from the report (which, with your 
permission, we will take as read, together with 
the accompanying accounts) we are’ not in a 
position to give you a dividend on this occasion. 
As you are no doubt aware, there has been great 
tightness of money during the past half-year, | 
and it says a great. deal for traders and financial 
institutions that such continued tightness was 
tided over without disaster. To some dnstitu- 
tions the period of tightness was 4 period of 
extra profit, but for us, unfortunately, it has 
not been so; this, combined with violent 
fluctuations in exchange, which made operations 
extremely difficult, accounts {or the unsatis- 
factory result of Jast year's working. Onur funds 
are mostly employed in exchange operations, 
our advances being only a little over $900,000. 
The item “Government securities belonging to 
the Bank ” has since been reduced by nearly half. 
Provision has been duly made in the past 
year's hccount for bad debts. Perhaps it is as 
well to mention here, as we see we have omitted 
to state itin the balance sheet, that the total 
capital is represented by 40,453 shares. The 
greatest economy will be exercised in future in 
order to save expenses, which are rather heavy 
compared to the capital in hand. We would 
remind you that in our report for 30th June, 
1893, we stated as follows :—‘‘ Your Directors 
have forfeited certain shares on which .-c calls 
ave not been paid (including those belonging 

to Russell & Co.), and the amount paid thereon 
‘and now forfeited is all held in a special sus- 
pense account to be dealt with as they may see 
fit.’ Such amounts we subsequently utilized 
(as stated in our report) to wipe out bad debts, 
principally incurred here at the starting of the 
Bank and in Yokohama and Shanghai. Several 
London shareholders, however, having sug- 
gested that such. appropriations ‘should be 
mentioned at the general meeting, we now 
do so. Eminent professional advisors in 
London recommend the scheme set before 
you in the report, ie, that the balance at 
credit of the forfeited shares account, together 
| with the balance at credit of reserve fund, in 
all $100,496.64, should be amalgamated in a 
new account called capital reserve fund, and 
such fund will be brought up to $175,500 out of 
future earnings. Before proposing that the 
report and accounts be adopted I would simply 
state that the Bank is in a perfectly sownd con- 
dition. I shall be very glad to answer any 
questions that may be put to me by share- 
holders. . 

No questions being asked, the CHAIRMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and passing 
of the accounts. 

Mr. Sr Fune Cuane seconded. 

Carried. ; ; 

Mr. Wo Yrr Tana proposed that Mr. Gillies 
and Mr. Chow Tung Shang be elected to the 
Head Office Board of Directors, and that the 
Sight. Hon. C. B. Stuart Wortley, Q.C., M.P., 
be elected to the London Committee. 

Mr. Na Cu1t ME seconded. 

. Carried. 

Mr, Wat Ki Sana proposed that : Messrs. 
J. H. Cox and W. H. Potts be elected auditors 
for the Head Office, and Messrs. Deloitte, Dever, 
Griffith and -Co. to the London office. - ~ 

Mr. CHona War 

Carried. a 

The CHArRMAN—Gentlemen, this is about 
all the business we have-to put before you, and 


Hine seconded. 


strengthen the Board by the addition of another 


2 (Mere 


Directors and the Chief Manager appear before 
you on ‘this occasion unable to pay such dividends 
as we have paid in former years, even little as. 
they were. However, we’ hope -that in the 
future we will be able to do 6 little: better, ~ 
and that when we meet next year!we shall -. 
have a more substantial and creditable-re- -. 
port to submit to. you. _ There is: only one . 
little matter that I would like to bring: to’. - 
your notice, and that isin regard to the mom- - 
bers of the Board. I might mention that it’ is 
not my intention to ask you to nominate or” — 
elect any additional members to the Board, but” - 
‘merely to ascertain the opinion of shareholders - 
as to whether it would be advisable or not to 


European member. At present we have three . 
Chinese members on the Board, and two Epr- . 
opeans, and J think it would strengthen: our. 
hands very much indeed if we had the advice 
and assistance of another European. However, 
that isa matter that will be left for you to 
decide, and I shall be very glad if you will 
show your spproval.of it at this meeting. a 
Mr. WINTERBUEN—Is there another $2,000. —.: 
salary with a further addition tothe BoardP = 
The CHAIRMAN—In reply to Mr. Winter- _ 
burn’s question, I may state the Articles of . 
Association provide for a remuneration for 
each of the Directors of $2,060. However, as 
the business of the Bank has not been very ~ 
prcsperous lately, the Directors will be willing. - 
to divide the amount of $5,000 amongst six. — 
instead of amongst five, so that the addition of: 
another member to the Board would not in 
any way increase the working expenses of the. ~~ 
Bank. : = 
Mr. Caun Hina—The Bank has been started sf 
for several years, and you have been having five © — § 
Directors for some time. I suggest that the | 
same number of Directors be retained without . § 
any addition. ; 
The CHAtRMAN—I would like to have: an 
expression of opinion. .The increase in the. ° 
number of Directors has been opposed by Mr.: + 
Chun Hing. Still, although I’ would be very - 
glad to accept what has been stated by Mr.. 
Chun Hing, I think we ought to go a little 
further and get the opinion of the gentlemen 
who are present. Of conrse, there is no neces- 
sity for making it a motion, and seconuding: it. 
All that I want is merely an expression of . 
opinion, so I will put Mr. Chun Hing’s proposal 
that no increase be made in the number of 
members of the Hongkong Board. —_ 
Eighteen voted for the motion, and seven 
against it. The motion was therefore carried. 
The CHAIRMAN—I am very sorry that for 
the present the number of members on the: 
Hongkong Roard will have to remain as before. . 


Mr. Cox thought the Chinese did not qhite © 
understand. : Bg 
Mr. Funa Wa CHUEN, who interpreted the: . 
remarks during the meeting, said ‘they quite - 
understood. 


The CHAIRMAN thanked the sh 
for their attendance. 


areholders - a 3 


PUNJOM MINING CO., LIMITED. ~ 


The first ordinary general meeting of the.. 
newly formed Punjom Mining Company, ~-. 
Limited, was held in the Company’s Offices; 
on Monday, at noon. Mr. D. Gillies presided,and =. *: 
there were also presont—Messrs. E. Burnie, W. «.- 
R. Loxley (Directors), J. B. Duncan (Secretary), ~ * 
tT, Howard, G. Murray Bain, H. Wicking, M..... 
B. Polishwalla, J: M. 5. Machado, E. W:-Terry, - 
D. W. Craddock, Mahomed, 8;B. Bhabha, Yap. 
Ching Ho, and F. E. Ellis, ety 

The SECRETARY read the notice. convening 
the meeting. - 7 Rr ee 

The CHAIRMAN—Gentlemen, as notified by 
the Secretary, this - meeting . has. .been called 
‘in accordance with the. Companies “Ordin- 
ance No. J, of 1887. There -is.no business 
to: be done. at this meeting, --but-. 
you are here I may aswell state ur 
information that. the last - letters _ received 
trom the mine continue to give very eee ory 
Ahe' Jede. 


accounts -.of the -progress made « 
Mr. Philipps, the manager, is. 
‘that the main chute of ore will 
continuation: of the - north 
That:.was his opinion: on -th 
Tf this is the’ case, it should be 
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tory’ matter for the shareholders, as we will 


prospecting to do, and I hope in the course of 
another two weeks we shall have the satisfactory 
information that ore is being got from the lode, 
and that the mill is working full time upon 


(ee _ Jode ore, As yon are aware, for many months 
Z_ * we have had to be satisfied with what we 
5 ‘got from the headings. The headings are of 
& - very low grade, and the results have been rather 
= Pine However, it is very fortunate for the 
EB ‘ompany to have these headings, because they 
a have enabled us to pay our way. returning a 
= little-more than working expenses. I may also 
e mention that the lease is now being prepared 
£ which will give us fifty square miles of land, 


running north and sonth in the direction of 
the lode, and that all the privileges on the land 
cE adjacent to the Company's property, such as 
2S water rights and the cutting of timber, will be 
secured to us by the lease. Thus I have 
shown that the Government is dealing very 
liberally with the Company, at all events we 
53 have nearly everything we asked for from 
ie them, and I think the concession they have 
given us with regard to water and timber 
rights is a matter that will be very niuch 
appreciated by the Company, and will be of 
great value to us. If we had been shut in 
and limited to the area of land which we- had 
received on lease it might have put us to great 
disadvantage if we had had to make arrange- 
ments with the ‘proprietors adjacent for the 
cutting 
has been secured to us, and will increase very 
much the valua of our concession. I may also 
. ‘ mention that ‘Mr. Blamey has left the mine, 
- and I believe he comes to Hongkong, and if he 
: , does so we will then be able to get any explana- 
es tion he can give with regard to the Company, 
There is a lettér here, received from Mr. Bailey, 
who is now in London trying to obtain money 
- for the purpose of prospecting down at Punjom. 
fe So far, I believe, bis efforts “have not been 
a - successful, but I will read his last letter which 
& may give us some explanation. ; 
| London, 4th February, }898. 
’ Dear Sirs:+I have laboured assiduously to 
secure capital to prospect, develop, and pur- 
chase your property under the terms of your 
proposal to mo of Ist September, 1897, but, I 
regret to say, unsuccessfully. : 
E The terms upon which itis offered, which I 
; ’ have submitted as you have given me, I cannot 
deal on. - 
' I will say that the mining market both public 
and private, here and in the United States, is 
dull; there is no “boom” or “fever” whatever, 

: and, while there is something doing all the 
time, both the property and terms offered must 

ae Te be very attractive to secure support. 

‘Your property is sufficiently good, I am as 
well satisfied as ever, to secure the attention 
and aid of capital upon satisfactory terms. 

’ The question is, can we agree on terms if 

you are still disposed to negotiafe with or 

through me ? 

How much money and time may be required 

to determine positively the value of any of the 

om ; - mines is of conrse uncertain a:d speculative, 

,and hence whoever puts in this speculative 

fa money I find demand larger interests than 

a formerly, when money went into mining a good 

eo a - deal on excitement and when there were not so 
5 many mines seeking money as to-day. 

5 I am satisfied a deal may be carried through 

if you will reduce the interest to be retained by 

. you to 25 per cent. in the property, or perhaps 

i 335 per cent. and reduce the purchase price or 

S increase time allowed for exploitation, or both. 


If. you are disposed to make a proposition on 
these lines sufficiently attractive to capital, I 
anticipate little difficulty in securing the neces- 
sary-fnnds to operate your property on a proper 
scale and from the extent of ifs value as rapidly 

- 88 possible. . 
_ Believing your property to be a good mining 
speculation for large capital and having now 
ne ’ “spent considerable time and money in endea- 
eS vouring to handle it, I truet I may yet be able 
ak to get yourselves and capital to agree on terms 
to the mutual advantage of all concerned. 
. . T expect to sail for America in a few days, 
“but may return here soon. Will you beso kind 
as to‘advise me of your pleasure in duplicate to 
-here.and care of Palace Hotel, San Francisco. 
California, U.S.A. 


". + then be right upon the lode withont very much | 


of timber or right of way. All that |- 
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If you wish to feel you know me better, 1 
beg to refer to the International Trust Co., 
Denver, Colo., U.S.A. . 

If I do not commence work on your property 
by March Ist, 1898,—which there is but the’ 
slightest possibility I will-<do—I will on or im- 
mediately after that date write you formally to 
that effect, {hinking you may prefer to have 
such a letter for your records.—Very truly yours, | 

L. L. Barney. 
The Punjom Mining Co. Ltd. 

The CHAIRMAN (resuming)—Gentlemen, this 
letter is perhaps not altogether satisfactory, 
but seeing the improved prospects we have had 
at the mine, I do not think we need be very 
much downcast about it. I think our prospects 
are very much brighter than when we entered 
into negotiations with Mr. Bailey, and although 
perhaps the present is not the proper time to 
consider this letter of Mr. Bailey’s, 1 may men- 
tion that so far as my own opinion goes I do 
not think it would be wise to offer the property 
on more advantageous terms. (Hear hear.) I 


ee: 
LUZON SUGAR REFINING CO. 
LIMITED, 2 


> ee ea 
The following is the report for presentation - 
to the shareholers at the sixteenth ordinary an- 
nual meeting, to be held at the offices of the 
general agents, at 12.3C p.m., on Wednesday, 
the 23rd March :—~ ; oe Red oe 
The general agents beg to submit to the | 
sharcholders their report on the Company's busi- _ 
ness with a statement of accounts to 3lst:De- .~ 
cember last. - 
In consequence of the slack demand in the 
Spanish market the refinery was not working 
during four months of the year, and through- 
out the remaining eight months the margii on 
sales of retined sugars left only. small profit. 
Inclusive of $12,766.38 brought forward from 
the year. 1896, the amounf. standing at credit of © 
spel 6 g account is $36,900.31, which the general 
agenta and Consulting-Committes recommend 
should be appropriated as follows, viz..:— os 
To apply to reduction of 


think our property is worth all we ask for property account... ... $10,000.00  - 
it, and I have every reason to believe that Dividend of $3 per share 21,000.00 
before another month is over we shall find Carry forward to next ac- 
ourselves very much stronger and in a much count 5,900.31 
more prosperous position ‘This letter will, of 

course, be considered by the Board. and an $36,900.31 


CONSULTING VOMMITTEE, . ; 

- ‘The Consulting Committee consists of Messrs. 

D. Gillies and J. H. Lewis, who offer themselves 

for re-election. Ss : 
AUDITOR. JV Re 
. The accounts have been audited by Mr. Thomas —" 
Arnold, who offers himself for re-election, © = — 

JARDINE, MatHeson & Co., 

General Agents. 
Hongkong, 19th March, 1898. 


answer sent to Mr. Bailey, but I think the 
opinion of the Board more or less coincides with - 
my own, and that our answer will be on the lines 
T have just stated. 

Mr. Murray Batn—Might I ask what was 
the date on which the understanding practically 
expires, or may expire, at the option of the 
Company, with Mr. Bailey? It appears to me 
that the bulk of the shareholders will agree 
with what you Have stated that they would now 
—failing any possibility of Mr. Bailey succeed- 
ing in his project—just as soon work the mine 


: Cariran A 3ler D 1897. 
themselves, as leave it to anybody else. It may BEE Se ante ae ePee 


LIABILITIES, e. 
be remembered that at the meeting when the | Capital account ..200. oo cecccccce cecscseseessacees 700,000.00 
agreement: was sanctioned by the shareholders | Jardine, Matheson & Co.’s current account .. 88,359.12 
I especially called attention to the limitations | (98h -.........---..-- 1,697.48 
and conditions in the event of Mr. Bailey fail-- euy. eee ee ier Rh oe 
ing, and these were that we were to resume at| ~* ioe Peta.’ idee 
once, and lose no time. SS 

The CHAIRMAN—The time fixed for Mr. pecan ae 
Bailey to commence exploitation at the property y ASSETS. - $c. = 
was limited to the lst March this year. ‘That | Property account ............... . 642,142.43 
time has now expired, and probably by tho next | Refined sugar... . 183,716.62 
mail we shall receive a letter from Mr. Bailey pial ohereral, stores, mat bags, & parr 
withdrawing the offer, as he is not able _to Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation. 1,577.21 
oomyy with the conditions entered into with | Sundry dobtors .....eesccesssssseuiewees 18,999.47 

@ Company. p ran een 

Mr. 7 ae Bain—That is to say, we are $384,655.96 
now in a position to say we are finished with —_— 
him. ; ProFit AND Loss ACCOUNT. 

The CHAIRMAN—We are practically finished Dr. $o 
with him, and I do not think we need - peuachale apr y Seat aiy PEEaes Pear an: 
regret if, as our prospects are becoming | 7° Genaral ‘Agente? aod Miata ‘Agente en es 
very much better. We have now got sufficient | “mission on ee name Agents come ot 
money to develop the mine, and yet pay ex- | To auditor's {00 .......cesssesssss wesssswesee 150.00 
penses, and with further development I believe | To balance... 2... 0. eeeeeecteeseeeeeee 86,900.81 
we will have no difficulty in disposing of ee 
part or parcel of the property, if we wish to. $51,527,40  - 
hd section, No. 15, of the peeuent with Mr. ; ara 
Bailey, is as follows :—* the prospect- : oar 
ing operations on the Company's concession nm arma places Saga cgusacae va carey Pate : 
have not been started within six months from | By gain on sale of steam-launch “Precureor”. 505.26 
this date (Ist Sept., 1897) this agreement can | By exchange... ceecccccecseeneeee, © BBR 
be determined and declared null and void by ”—_- 
giving you, iu writing, one calendar month’s $51,527.40 


notice to that effect at your address at Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco, California, United States 
of America.” 

Mr. Murray Bain—Notice has been given P 

The CHarrmMan—No, but it will be given 
immediately after the next Board meeting. Of 
course, the Board will have to meet and discuss 
this letter, and decide what future action shall 
be taken, but there is no doubt that the letter 
will be written immediately after the meeting. 

There were no further questions and the 
CHAIRMAN thanked shareholders for their 
attendance. 


CHINA SUGAR REFINING . 
CU., LIMITED;, : 


The following is the report for presentation - 
to the shareholders at the twentieth: Annual : 
General Meeting, to be held at the. Offices. of 
the General Agents, at noon, on Wedneaday, - 
23rd March :-— BS yy eae 

The General Agents beg to submit: to the. 
‘shareholders their report on the Company’s 
business for the year 1897, with a statement: of 


A correspondent writes to the Siam Free 
Press :—‘ You alluded the other day to a case 
of iron pans having been received by a local firm 
instead of boots and shoes. But what do yon {| to $508,753.31, 
say to a case of skates that was sent a few | interim divi 
years ago to a Singapore firm on spec? And 
what was still more strange, the skates were 
actually sold at Singapore to u speculative Cap- 
tain who took them to China.and resold them at | 
a good profit.” - _ 


In view of- the satisfactory: 
year’s working and of tho'desirab: 


the General Agents 


recommend the: forma tion. 


nd 
ti 


rorwsernewepwy 
waar : 
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Dividend Fund, and therefore propose the fol- 
lowing appropriation of the profits, viz. :— 
Interim Dividend of $4 per shares 

paid 30th August ...8 80,000.00 
To apply to reduction of property 


aocount Soe eer Cee 75,000.00 
To apply to formation of Hquiliza- 
tion of Dividend Fund ... 140,000.00 


Final Dividend of $10 per share 
making $14 for the year ... 
Carry forward to next account |... 13,753.31 


; ~ $508,753.31 
CONSULTING COMMITTEE, 
The Consulting Committee now:-consists of 
“Hon, E.R. Belilios, Mesars. F. A. Gomes, C. 8. 
Sharp, David Gubbay and A. Haupt, who offer 
themselves for re-election: Mr. A. Haupt was 
invited to join the Board in place of Mr. St. C. 
Piphesizen, who resigned owing to his departure 
rom the Colony. 
AUDITORS, 


The accounts have been audited by Messrs. 
Thos. Arnold and Fullerton Henderson, who 
offer themselves for re-election. 

Be JaARDING, Matueson & Co., 
: General Agents. 
Hongkong, 10th March, 1898. 


Bazanoz Suext—Onz YRan—to 3ler Deceuner, 1897. 
CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. $ c¢ 


Paid-up capital ..... 0.0.0.0... seves eee 27000,000.00, 
Sundry creditors ............ cc cece cee cee eects ee tee 1,757,921.01 
Balance of profitand loss account $508,753.31 

Less interim dividend at $4 per _~ 


share paid on 30th August, © 
WBOT ee cceteeereeee sere 80,000.00 


t 


7 ASSETS. $c 
. Property account, consisting of— 
fast Point Refinery ......... 
Bowrington Refinery........... 
Swatow Refinery.............. 


428,753.31 


$4,186,674.32 


ee at 1,606,493.81 
Hongkong Distillery ..............000006 | 
Bite at Soo-kun-poo ..........5 sc eceeeee ees 


J 
Cash's sie: seers nasse an seeds aishie eye ewes 364.78 
Raw and refined sugar, &¢...................... 936,699.88 
Spirits and rom, XO. oo... cee cee eee ene ees 7,587.69 
she , coal, stores, &O. oie eeeeeeeseees 900,662.98 
Sundry debtors oo... eee eee creeeees 229,537.93 
~ Shipments.................... ......22,086,3807.91 
advance .........0..... 831,070.66 - 
ae 1,205,327 .25 
$4,189,674.32 
; Prorerry -Accounrt. 3 oe. 
Fo balance at debit on 3ist De- xo, ; 
cember, 1896.................. 1,625,347.21 
Less written off last year. ... 25,000.00 
: - 1,660,317.21 


To new machinery, &. .......0 00... .. cee eee eee 


$1,606,493.81 


By balance at date .....00.0 0c cee eee 


$1,606,493.81 


Prorit anp Loss Accouxt. 
Dr. - $$ 6 


Po commissions 0.1. ... eee eee cece cee eee ce 30,437.66 
To remuneration to Consulting Committee ... 2,500.00 
To auditors’ fees 2.0... ece cee cee es cents 500.00 


To interest acount oo... cece cceeesseceeee 


Zo interim dividend at .4 per share paid on 


30th August, 1897 . 80,000.00 
+ 147,626.83 
To net balance ............ secsesscveee 428,753.31 


i $576,380.14 


Cr 

sy. balgnce of profit and loss account, carried 
from Ipst yea ....scceceseeceee concee ees 

eq net gein on working .......0.. 0. 


_,The Singapore Free Press says :—Ur. E. W. 
Von Tunzelmann, who will be well remembered 
’ Vere ag the chief mover in the foundation of the 
traits Medical Society, has returned to Singa- 

pre.from North China, where he has been in 
ivate medical practice for several years. Dr. 
vn Tunzelmann ‘is settling -down here. once 


% 


more, for the, practice of his profession. 


... 200,000.00 | 


6,146.60 


- 1,606,493.81 


$ 67,626.83 


$s. 


2,221.08 
vessse vse 574,159 08 


$576,380.14 


largely of organisation, for in 


THE HONGKONG WEHKLY PRESS AND 
THE GREAT EASTERN AND CALE- | important industry. new to Shanghai it was. 


DONIAN GOLD MINING CO.,, 
LIMITED. 


Fare eens 
The following report has been received from 
the Manager at the Mines per steamer Men- 
muir i— 
Mount MacDonald, 14th February, 1898. 
Prospecting Shaft Gold lease 37 has been 
deepened to 85 feet. We have put up here 
also a whip pole, as hauling by windlass is get- 


ting far too slow. If Ican let a contract ad- 


vantageously to sink the remaining 120 feet I 
shall do so. Contract work is far more satisfac- 
tory toa company and I shall arrange it as soon 
as possible for all our workings. There is no 
particular change to report here, only we are 
getting into more settled country and have now 
he same smooth and well defined footwall as in 
the Great Eastern.‘ This is a good sign and 
we are confident of being on the right track. 

Old Great Eastern Drive.—Since my last 
report this shaft has been sunk 10 feet. From 
my first report you will remember that the 
huge reef had dipped north under foot at 
the end of the old drive and that the 
face of the latter showed a very liard 
bar freely mixed with mineral. To get at the 
other shutes of gold higher up the hill this bar 
has to be broken through and therejare now indi- 
cations that we have nearly done so. It has 
been a very tough job, the country being of 
the hardest stone intermixed with veins of asbes- 
tos, as per enclosed samples, ard mineral carry- 
ing a little gold, which made boring exceedingly 
difficult. 

Great Eastern Main Shaft is down to 130 
feet from the brace. The ground is getting 
better for sinking now. In lengthening the 
whip road here, we came across anothor reef, 
gold bearing and dipping in the direction of the 
otker leaders. Our prospects in this hill are 
indeed very rosy. The latter reef comes from 
the Zulu line of reef. 

The Zulu Main Shaft has been sunk another 
8 feet, making a total depth of 91 feet from the 
brace. The water is getting a little less heavy 
and we must soon have drained the old workings, 
when we shall be able to get on faster. The 
footwall in the north end of this shaft is highly 
intermixed with quartz streaks, carrying a little 
gold, and we shall in all probability soon cut 
another good shute of gold here. 

The Caledonian Main Shaft has been very 
troublesome for the last week. We broke at 
last through the hard bar, but with cutting 
softer ground we got an enormous inrush of 
water from the old workings, so that for days 
nothing has been done but bailing, the men 
standing up to their waist in water. We are 
mastering it now and with it we see the water 
in the old workings reducing and when the 
latter are drained we shall have no more 
trouble. The Champion shaft in the 
Gully is almost drained and I shall soon be able 
to let you know the width of the lode at the 
bottom of it. This inrush of water (through 
floors) from all the old shafts and drives delays 


-our sinking, of course, but with better ground 


we expect to soon make up for lost time. We 
have bailed at no less a rate than 18,000 gallons 
of water per diem. Thea Caledonian shaft is 


‘| now 92 feet from the brace. 


Rain has been copious during the week. 


LACU-KUNG-MOW COTTUN SPIA- 
NING AND WEAVING 
CO., LIMITED. 


———_—__-@__- —- . 

The fourth General Meeting of the Laou- 
kung-mow Cotton Spinning and Weaving Co. 
was held at the offices of the General Managers, 
Messrs. Ilbert & Co., on the 9th March. 
Present, Messrs. C. J. Dudgeon, Chairman, A. 
Korff, J. W. Young, Chung Liang-yne, John 
Stenhouse, A. W. Danforth, H. F. L. Bell, 
Harvey, W. T. Phipps, A. Cushny (Jr.), W. D. 
Little, G. Biron, J. W. Gnedes, Li Wei-kee, 
Vander Stegen, and W. H. Drummond. 

The Chairman said—In proposing the adop- 
tion of {he report and accounts. which I pre- 
sume you will be content to take as read, I 
would take the opportunity of saying a few 
Words regarding the working of the Company 
since we met in April of last year. In my 
remarks at that meeting I said that the first 

ear of the Company must necessarily be one 


a 
nen 


starting an 
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impossible to suppose that.there wonld not be 
difficulties to contend with before smooth . 
working was attained; in this. expectation of 
difficulties we have not been, any more than I | 
suppose have been our neighbours, disappointed. 
One trouble, however, that we have met :with 
has been of an altogether unfortunate nature, 
namely, the late arrival of our machinery, 
caused by the strike amongst the machine-' 
makers at home; this not only caused us 8 - 
regrettable increase in the cost of our plant, 
owing to the heavy fall in exchange which 
occurred in the middle of. the year, but also 
delayed our work in an unfortunate manner, 
the result, being that it was not until somewhat 
late in the year that we had what may be . 
termed a working sufficiency of spindles 
running. The chief local difficulty that we 
have had to contend with has been the matter 
of labour, not so much as regards the quantity ; 
there has been sufficiency enough of raw ~ 
material, but the demand for trained labour has 
naturally been far in excess of the supply, re- 
sulting in an exasperating independence amongst 
the work-people which has been a source of end- 
less-trouble. I cannot say that this difficulty as 
regards labour has yet been overcome,.but with 
the constantly increasing number of trained 
hands, things are working so much more 
smoothly, and as the leaven of training spreads 
the difficulty will finally digappéar. Weall know 
what the Chinese are,-in what a conservative 
groove their minds run, and the difficulty is 
apparent of all at once converting an agricul- 
tural class—which is the class from which we 
mainly recruit—into a manufacturing class, but 
once get the change effected, once get these 
people into the mannfacturing groove, and I 
confidently believe that Chinese mill-hands will 
be equal to any in the world. It may,I think, be 
fairly stated that our period of organisation is 
over, and that the training of our hands to 
more skilful working is now our main objective, 
but before leaving this subject I wish to make 
xcknowledgment of how much our work of 
organisation has been assisted by the indefatig- 
able exertions of our Mill Manager, Mr. Men- 
phine; as one of the General Managers I am 
naturally qualified to speak of Mr, Menphine’s 
work; he has pattaltly not spared himself, 
and his personal work, coupled with his con. 
stant supervision and patient instruction of .the 
work-people, merits full recognition, ‘There is 
oné anxiety, so often connected with new enter. 
"ag from which we have heen altogether 
rree, | mean anxiety as regards the working of 
the machinery, which from the starting of the 
first spindle has worked in all departments with 
absolute smoothness. I hope, and believe, there- 
fore that now with the mill in full and efficient . 
working order, we are fairly started upon a 
period which will speedily prove to you in sub. 
stantial form the value of your property. 
Turning to the acccunts, we have followed the 
precedent of the other mills in publishing only 
profit and loss account and the balance sheet, 
though information as regards spinning acconnt 
is open to any shareholder who may apply to 
the General Managers for it; the balance of 
profit of spinning account is Tls, 21,104.96, a 
result which in the circumstances may be con- 
sidered fully satisfactory.. The entries on cither 
side of profit and loss account about eqnaliga one 
another, leaving a balance on this account of 
Tls. 21,198.57; the directors recommend that 
balance be carried forward, and J trust that you | 
will agree in the wisdom of this policy, for I wish 
to say with perfect frankness, that so far as my 
book-keeping experience carries me, it is prac-. 
tically impossible, in starting a first balance 
sheet covering a constructional period, to arrive 
at absolute correctness as to the results of 
working; we therefore consider that this first 
balance of profit should be carried forward and 
not dealt with for the purposes of dividend. 
With regard to the balancé sheet, I have no - 
doubt that in the matter of cost of buildings 
and machinery, comparisons have to be made 
between the acconnts now before you and the 
previously published accounts of.the other . 
mills, and if such comparison is based- upon 
simple rule of three as to the cost of a 25,000- 
spindle mill as against the cost of one for 40,000 
spindles, our expenditure will seem unduly high;. - 
I dealt with this matter in some measure in my 
remarks at our-meeting in April,-when I ex- 
plained that the directors had departed from 
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" the original plan of the buildings, enlarging 


hereby given to the Directors to increase the . BowLIna ANALYSIS, 


vers, Maid.. Runs. Wides. N.B. Wickets, 
3. 


them with a-view to extension of apne and | present number of spindles up to the full| 0 
I stated that the buildings thus enlarged were | capacity of the mill and that they be authorised | Lt. Lethbridge 19 ot 66 — — _ 
capable of holding between 40,000 and 50,000 | to make an immediate addition of 5,000 spindles, | T. Smith ....18 — 62. — — 
spindles; similarly with the machinery, although Carried unanimously. Cox sees 8 = 1 = 7 
we have only 25,000 spindles erected, engine | Proposed by Mr, W. D. Little, seconded by | “ackenzle...... 1 Se yee 
povse te provided for the larger number. and the | Mr. A. W. Danforth—That the appointment Wood «....-+..++ : Sets. ge 
- buildings are sprinklered and treated through- | of Mr. J. M. Young as a Director of the Com- Bodington ...... BF Ay eM ots 
out their: whole extent; consequently a rule of | pany be confirmed- 
three comparison does not hold good, for cost Carried. , 


of extension means only cost of machines. The 
directors:are of opinion that, now that we have 
: - got the 25,000 spindles as it were in hand, the 
z gradual extension of the mill should be proceeded 
with, and notice is given you of a resolution 
which I shall later on propose to this effect, 
asking you in the first instance to give your 
: authority -for an immediate extension of 5,000 
= 3 spindles; the directors have no intention 
OO of “rushing” this matter of extension, but 
a they: feel that-they are warranted in asking 
2S your approval of a policy of gradually increas- 
ase x ing the number of spindles, guided by the 


{ 


é 7 7 mT: a a 
Proposed by Mr. J. Stenhouse, seconded by BONGEOS Geer eee ONES a 
Mr. W. D. Little —That Mr. A. Korff and = 

Mr. Chung Liang-yue be re-appointed Directors 
of the Company. 

Carried. 

Proposed by Mr. W. T. Phipps, seconded by 
Mr. A. Cushny—That Mr. G. R. Wingrove 
be re-elected as the Company's Auditor for the 
current year and that his remuneration be fixed 
at Tls. 250 per annum. 

- Carried. 

This concluded the business.—N. C. Daily 

News. 


CARBINE MATCH. - Be> ten 

The third match between teams representing 
the Dock Detachment of the Field Battery and . 
the A Machine Gun €o., resultedin a win -for 
the Machine Gun Co. team by 24 points. . Out 
of the three matches fired-between these teams . 
the Machine Gun Co. has won twoand the Dock . 
Detachment one. Corporal Skelton made the - 
highest score in the third match, viz. 98: ~~: . 
' The following were the scores :— : 


A MACHINE GUN CO, 


Seen eg experiences of “i Company's — ; tae oe varie Total. — 
working. The balance sheet shows an ex- CRICKET: : : ve _ 
: penditure of T1s. 34,000 odd on Chinese houses > Corpl, Skelton ... 27. 93 " .33 93 


Sergt. Lammert... 30 28 31 89 
» Smyth .. 31 30 °25 . 8&6 
» Shepherd... 30 380 25 85 

Lieut. Maitland... 28 28 28 79 

Gunner Bruce ... 22 24 27 73. 

Sergt. Crombie... 29 22 19 68 

Gunner Northcote 25 19 16 £60 


A CLUB XI. v. A NAVAL XI. 

Had the Hon. Secretary had any idea at the 
time the above match was arranged that the 
Navy would be able to place in the field perhaps 
the strongest XI. of the season, he would have 
collected a much stronger Club XT. Undoub- 
tedly the arrival of the Barfleur and the two new 
destroyers strengthens the cricket of the Navy 
in these parts. Smith, Ward, and Lethbridge 
were drafted into the Club XI. ai the last 
moment, and it was just as well, because with- 
out Ward’s two fine longfield catches, Leth- 
bridge’s useful bowling, and Smith’s severely 
and -rapidly hit not out 122 in the second | 
innings, the Club would have come out not 
only beaten, but perhaps disgraced. 

Winning the toss and batting in the order 
of men’s arrival, the Club made a poor show 
in the first innings for reasons that have been 
reiterated in former cricket reports. Gillett 
Bainbridge, and Bedwell were the successsful 
bowlers and they were backed up by some very 
fair fielding. On batting, the Navy easily 
passed the Club score and in the end made 190 
runs, of which Bedwell and Captain Jellicoe 
claimed 71 and 40 respectively. Bedwell hit 
very hard and showed what an improving and 
useful cricketer he is. whilst Captain Jellicoe's 
innings was very sound. Lethbridge bowled 
best on the Club side. In their second essay, 
the Club ran up 193 for 5 wickets in an hour 
and ten minutes, to which the Hon..Secretary, 
who hit up a chanceless 122 not out, was the 
chief contributor. This is, we understand, his 
first century and he has our congratulations 
upon getting the coveted three figures. 

Appended are the score and analysis :— 

CLUB ELEVEN. 


and land; it is-to be explained that the building 
of houses intended for occupation by the Chinese 
connected with the mill did not form part of the 
original gcope of the Company. I may mention 
that the funds for the work have been arranged 
for by special overdraft; the directors are of 
opinion that not only will the possession of 
these houses in close proximity to the ‘mill 
: tly assist the labour question, but that the 
: investment will prove a remunerative one. The 
a item ‘unexpired rent” is explained by the 
fact of the first three years’ rent of the mill 
site having been taken in shares by the 
lessors. The liabilities show an _ over. 
draft with the Company’s bankers of Tls 
P 194,000, against which may by placed the 
s amount of Tls. 113,500 shown on the other side 
eS of the account as value of stock, and further 
the overdraft includes the specially-arranged-for 
expenditure on the Chinese houses. In the 
_matter of his overdraft, however, the directors 

- are of opinion that the Company should not 
work so,close-hauled, but should place itself in 

an easier monetary position by the issue of the 
remainder of the authorised capital, and a re- 
solution to this effect will be proposed to you 

> to-day; I think that this policy will at once 
- recommend itself to you, for although banking 
facilities as regards advances on assets, such as 

i cotton and yarn, can no doubt at any time be 
: arranged as required, yet for anything beyond 
that it is only business that the Company should 
provide its own funds; furthermore to carry out 
the proposed extension requires the raising of 
> More money, the ¢riginal issue of capital being 
only intended provide the first 25,000 

F spindles. That, pentlemen, concludes all that 
: I have to say you regarding the report 


‘222 B14 197 683 
DOCK DETACHMENT, F. B. 
200 400 500° 
yards, yards, yards. 
Sergt. McPhail ... 28 33 28 
Gunner Stewart... 27 27 28 82 
» Gilehrist ...° 24 82’ 24 80. 
Corpl. Rutter... 283 31 £ 20 74 =~. 
Gunner Wilson... 28 27 ° 28 78 : 
Lieut. Macdonald 26 26 20 72 - 
Gunner Gow... 24 26 22- 7 
» Deas... 28 26 18 .67 


Total. 
84 


MACHINE GUN COMPETITION, : 

The following is the result of the Machine - 
Gun competition held at Repulse Bay on the - 
12th instant :— : 
Detachment Shooting. Fire Total. 
Commander. Discipline. 
Sergt. BE. C. Shepherd 200 70. * 270 
Corpl. A. H. Skeltin ..: 156 90 246 
Sergt. H. Crombie ...... 105 8&5 190 - 
Gunner 0. D.Thomson 257 60 85 

Ranges were 1,000 yards and 700 yards. ; 

Sergeant Shepherd’s detachment therefore . 

wins the prizes, - — 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACH1 CLUB, 


3 : First Innings. - Second Innings. 
and accounts, but before putting the resolution : oe —_—_—_o—_——— is 
for their adoption, I shall be pleased to answer Hie 3 ROYAL ENGINEERS’ PRIZE.—3RD RACE, 
to the best of my|ability any questions that you | §. Robinson, b Gillett ...... 8 13TH MARCH. 
: may desire to put to me. Capt. Carey,R A ,bGillett 0 Course.—Stonecutters (port) Cowchow Rook. 
_ Propésed by thp Chairman, seconded by Mr. 5 eo ai oe 7 Dot Out... sees LER (por’ Stonecutters (starboard) ; 16 miles 
re “M. Young—Tihat the Report and Accounts | 4° Mackenzie, c Borrett, b : ata ces Mr. IL. E. Pollock 7 
feds —_ be passed. Bedwell .........cc:cceeee 20 DOt OUt eee ope a eee eo 
; _ Carried unanimously, - = A. Ward, Lib.w., b Allison. 4 - b Bedweli............. 0 Meteor... ... ... Mr. T. W. Lammort 
et Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. | Aieut. Lethbridge, ¢ Mar- Maid Marian... Mr. J. Hastings 
: - J. M. Young—That the Directors be and they | Eryat, b Bedwell........... 4 Groves, b Bedwell .. i Phobe .:. .. ... Mr. F. H. May 
are hereby authorised {o issue the remainder of . oe nepirg sevens ; , rune oe pee 9 Brice... wa Me “ Penson 
the Sharé Capital of the Company as mnie ; : sate Ayscongh See etait oe eae : ae omes - 
‘ such shares to be offered at par to the present | pA. Cox, run out ......... 0 sde pn. Sh . Clark oS 
: holders of shares.in the proportion of one share i 14 Extras ...... 19| There wasa light west wind at 11.30 hen 2 
for every threo shares standing in their names — -— | the starting gun went, and the boats got o 
‘in the books of the Company on the 16th day 86 183 | fairly well together. Chanticleer, Meteor and - 


BowLine ANALYSIS. Maid Marian went away in the close reach to °- 


of March 1898. No shareholder shall be entitled Statiesuttere: with: Trios and Phoebe next. At 


Overs. Maid. Runs. Wides. NB. Wickets. 


poe by reason of his holding any number of shares | Gillett ......... m 38 33 — — 8 I { ene fs 
Ions or other than three or some multiple of Balubridge 19 as OO ee, eRe 8 the north ae  Aamape ee the bios freshened, : 
ts 4 three to any fractional interest in the shares to | Bedwell......... g 4] 3 — — 8g |upand Mai — an aa go Eaves rom 
poe . . beissued as aforesaid. Such offer shall be made | Allison ......... ”% — 11 — — 1 | the others, On clearing the Island it was a: 


long tack for the rock, and Maid Msrian made. 
an extra to windward, in order to weather. 
Cowchow but Erica made for the sea ‘side of - 
the Island followed by Phoebe and ‘D 
Chanticleer and Meteor following. the 
Active had run into a calm and gave.’ 

rock was rounded: by th leading -b 
follows— ee 


-by notice cifying the number of shares to NAVY ELEVEN. -. 
pie which the iharsholder is entitled and limiting 

~ ~ the times within which the offer if not accepted 
will. be deemed to be declined, and after the 
"+ expiration of such time or on the receipt of an 

. .- .jntimation from the skareholder to whom such 
notice -is - given that he declines to accept the 
“gharesoffered the Directors may allot or other- 


H. Bedwell (Immortalite), c Ward, b Wood ............ 71 
| Lieut. 8. A, Perry-Ayscough (Immortalite) b Smith .. 1 
J. L. Allison (Barflenr), b Lethbridge 2... ........ ... 10 
Lieut. J. P. Barton (Whiting), b Lethbridge .......... 4 
Lieut. H. A. Gillett ate o Ward, b Wood ........ 9 
Lieut..@ Borrett (Barfleur), ran out ........... ..-..../ 15 
Capt. Jellicoe (Centurion), ¢ Anderson, b Lethbridge. 40 
Lieut Farie, .bw., bSmith......... Aadsieawnioae 8 


Dicrapie apa: Y. Marryat (Immortalite), b Bodington. ......-....... 6 8 
.- _ Wise'dispose ee re oo BeEsuy and on J. Bunieidee (Rarfear) b.w., » Bodington tee 12 Erica oo, 0 .ce Gee! 
: ee ink fit. | RB. Groves (immortalite), DOE OWE oan sarees cecnsseenses te : Maid Marian... 
2 Ome pariye (de. wielaiea be tae 7 BRB bese cone en sevseene Chanticleer 
--- A. Korff—That -disoretionary power be and is © Mota seessceeeensnessnane receeceeeeeee ceed " Phoobe 


~ t 


In the run back to Stonecutters the wind got 
 ighter ag the Islaud was neared, and the bouts 
closed: up on tho leader. It was a drift 
-. 4with a west wind until the first boat got near 
: the finish, when the breeze Pied up again and 
*the line was crossed at the following :— 
Times. Corrected. Points. Total. 
Brica ... '... 8'42 41 8 42 41 1 
Maid Marian 3 43 8 J 
Phabe... .,. 3 46 27 
Chanticleer 3 47 40 
Meteor... ... 3 49 11 
“Dart ... 424 2 
- The prize was thus wo 
with 14 points. 


3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
D 


CORRES PUNDENCE 
————@———- 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our corm spondents.] — ~ 


KOWLOON WATER SUPPLY. 


' 7O THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
’ DeaR S1z,—I1 observed in your paper the 
other day an official statement about the de- 

_ereased quantity’ of water in the Tytam and 

’ Pokfalum reservoirs. Doubtless when a similar 
statement is made up-of the amount of water in 

“the Kowloon reservoir it will be found that the 
decrease in quantity is remarkably small, as for 
some reason or other the.-Water Authority 
dismantled several of the hydrants over here 
some three or more weeks ayo, without giving 
the residents the slightest notice whatever. 
Will the Hon. the Director of Public Works 
therefore be good enough to order the hydrants 
to be put ina proper state of repair at once, 
as surely the residents at Kowloon are eutitled 
to some consideration in the matter of water 
supply,as they are charged for the article— 


Yours traly, : 
KOWLOON. 
‘Kowloon, {1th March, 1898. 


. KWONGCHOW-WAN, THE FUTURE 
PRINCIPAL PORT IN FRENCH 
an CHINA. 


TO THE EDITOR’ OF THE “DAILY PRESS,” 
S1z,—A short time ago you puplished a com- 
Muficated‘article on the above topic, in which 
the writer mentioned that the geological forma- 
tion of the neighbourhood was of carboniferous 
age and that therefore coal would be probably 
found there if sought for. This statement has 
been partially verified by news appearing in 
‘your issue of the 9th inst., under the heading 
of“ Canton Notés;" for ore of these notes is 
- that coal had been found at. Limchow and that 
‘the Viceroy was:sending an officer down to in- 
vestigate the find, 

Limchow, dr Liemchow, is the name of the 
Prefecture adjoining Tonkin on the coast, and 
that in which is situated the treaty port of Pak- 
hoi, Thereis a town of that name a little distance 
‘up the river which discharges into the sea a 
few miles from Pakhoi. The town of Liem- 
chow is about fifty miles W.N.W. of Kwong- 
chow Wan. This find of coal is likely to lead 
to Pakhoi being a coal exporting port and will 
thus. add considerably to its importance, for 
vessels of the heaviest draft can find good safe 

: anchorage there, : 
Farther search will doubtless result in th 
‘finding of coal at Kwoagchow Wan, itself, or 
in the immediate neighbourhood, and if sv that 
__ place will-be of ‘supreme importance as a paval 
‘gtation, offering as it does perfectly sheltered 
anchorage for an immense fleet. and great facility 
‘of defence from attack by a hostile squadron, and 
-with its double outlet convenience for entering 
-and leaving in spite of blockade. 
- -,.Is Bwongchow Wan to bea British or French 
- possession? It will never be retained by China 


. Gn. the coming dissolution of that gelatinous 


°° @mipire: “I fear,.as a Britisher, that it is 

- Mestined. tobe French. es 

"_; Kwongchow. Wan, as noted in.the article you 
published, dominates the Prefectures of Luichow 

~“Kochow,.and-Liemchow. | er 

~~. “The large peninsula on the mainland opposite 

*" Hainan constitutes the Prefecture of Luichow ; 

. _Liemchow. ison’ the coast to the westward of 


-* that peninsule-and Kochow is on ee est = “ 
Hes ttheas three prefectarss “doisinats the “Senior Consul addressed to you. under Atgust 


‘that these - three prefectures ‘doiiinate the 


Valley of the West River, and: that the Valley 


of the West. River. dominates the Yangtsze. 


Valley. 
; OBSERVER. 
Hongkong, 13th March, 1898. 


THE FEES AT QUEEN'S COLLEGE. 
£0 THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY . PRESS.” 


S1r,—In your valued paper of today I notice 
with regret that the authorities have decided to 


increase the fees of scholars of Queen's College. . 


There can be no two opinions as to this unwise 
step, as most of the parents are in poor circum. 
stances and cannot afford. to pay $2 instead of 
$1 for an elementary education and $3 instead 
of $2 for education in the upper classes. - This 
increase has caused much surprise and pain to 
most of the poorer parents (and they are many), 
who must either pay a high fee for their 
childrens’ education or leave them without any 
proper education at all. I believe there can be 
no justification for the above increase.” Instead 
of encouraging education, which every Huropean 
Government is doing, our Government is dis- 
couraging it. Their action will compel many 
of the poorer scholers to leave, as will soon be 
seen. I therefore sincerely trust that the 
Government, will reconsider their decision in 
the matter, and allow the present fees to remain 


in the interests of 
: EDUCATION. 
Hongkong, 14th March, 189&. 


SHANGHAL GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. = 


——_—¢-—-———_ 

Minutes of a meeting of the Chamber of 
Comnierce held at the offices of the Chamber, 
No. I, Kiukiang Road, on Friday, the 11th of 
March, at 4 p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. E. F. Alford (in the chair), 
C. J. Dudgeon, J. C. Bois, J. Chapsal, Wade 
Gard'ner, F. W. Koch, A: Korff, W. D. Little, 
J. H. McMichael, A. Werth, and the Secretary, 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and 
confirmed, = 

New Mail Contract:—The Chairman ex- 


‘ plained that be had had a conversation with the 


Agent and the Inspector of the Messageries 
Maritimes Cie. lately at this port about the 
desirability of delaying the closure of the mails 
until noon on Tuesday, and that those gentle- 
men offered to do what they could in the matter. 
‘The meeting decided to write to the Agent of 
the Company at Shanghai asking him to put 
the proposal before his Directors with the ob- 
ject «f effecting the desired change. 

Native Shareholders in Foreign Companies: 
—The Senior Consul’s reply to the letter sent 
him on the 28th of January last on this subject 
was read, and owing to the unsatisfactory nature 
of {he communicatiou it was resolved to address 
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps direct, call- 
ing attention to the seriousness of the questions 
involved, and that a copy of the letter should 
be sent to the Board of Consuls. 

Methods to prevent the Adulteration of Tea: 
—A letter from the Senior Consul was laid be- 
fore the meeting, which covered a dispatch 
from:the Taotai embodying a decree from the 
Viceroy Lin conderning measures that it was 
necessary to take to prevent the adulteration of 
Tea. As the Taotai requested the assistance 
of the Chamber in the matter, if was decided to 
refer the dispatch to Messrs. J. W. Harding, 
J. Welch, and E. Davis, as representatives of 
the Tea trade, for their consideration and advice. 

Exploration of Hunan :—The Chairman ex- 
plained the nature of the agreement made with 
Captain M. O'Sullivan, now exploring the pro- 
vince of Hunan, to furnish the. Chamber with 
a- report in his investigations, and stated that 
the preliminary letters received from Captain 
O'Sullivan were éxtremely interesting, so that 
there was every reason to believe that his report 
would be a valuable document. — . 

The Annual General Meeting :—A draft of 
the Report for 1897 was considered and agreed 


to by the Committeo, and the Annual General’ 
ting wae fixed for Thursday, the Slat of. 


te pas 
March, 8 .m. i 
After the Pe anothon of other business’ the 


following correspondence was ordered for publi- 


cation :— 


| Shanghai, 3rd January, 1898 
S1z,—With 


reference to the. dispatch of the 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


ber of Commerce, 

Copy. - a 

Peking, 8th December, 1897. ° 
S12,—I have the honour to inform you. that 
your communication of July 22nd last addressed 
to me as Dean of the Diplomatic Body relating - 
to the case between the Bank of China, Japan 
and the Straits, Ld. (in liquidation),-a British 
Institution, and its Chinese shareholders ‘has 
beon considered by the Foreign Representatives. 
They have instructed me to say that-on 
careful consideration of the papers connected 
with this case, it does not. appoar that. the 
Shanghai Taotai has definitely oxpressed ‘his 
inability to enforce written contracts entered 
into by his nationals ‘with foreigners in all. 

cases, but in this particular cage. - 

As to the Foreign Representatives entering 


a protest against the general principle involved, 


they are of opinion that taking into considera. 
tion the diversity of the law. 6f contract amon 
nations, it would not be expedient for: them’ to 
enter a formal protest against such general 
principle.—I have the honour to be, sir,. yout” 
obediont servant, 

. (Signed) Cuartes DENBY. © 
Dr. O. Stuebel, Consul-General for Germany 

and Senior Consul, Shanghai. vee 


Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, 

: 28th January, 1898. © 
S1z,—I have the honour to acknowledge re- 
ceipt of your dispatch S. 2, of January 3rd, ene © 
closing copy of communication from H.E. Col. 
Denby, Doyen of the Corps Diplomatique in 
Peking, relative to the liability of native share- 
holders in a foreign a tap His Bxcellency 
states that .+—“ Un care 
papers connected with this case it does not ap- 
pear that the Shanghai Taotai has definitely ex- 
pressed his inability to enforce written contracts 
entered into by his nationals with foreignors in - 
all cases, but in this particnlar case,” and that 
consquently the Foreign Ministers have not . 
made any representations to the Tsungli 
Yamén regarding the principle involved. . 

In appears to this Chamber that the Minis- 
ters have overlooked the letter from the late ° 
Taotai Lin to Consul-General Hannen dated - 
16th March last. In that letter, after combat- _ 
ing the particular case, the late Taotai clearly 
stated his view of the principle, or want of prin- 
ciple, involved. He asserted, Ist:—That com- 
merce between China and Foreign Countries is: 
conducted on-tines strictly laid down by Treaty. 
2nd :—That he cannot find any clause permit- . 
ting Chinese to take shares in Companies. 3rd: 
—That if|Chinese merchants go.into partner- 
ship with fereigners for purposes of trade, and 
disputes ocour, they cannot be settled according - 
to Chinese law, nor can they be settled by Wea- 
tern law, nor do the provisions of the Treaties 
apply. ‘ . ‘ aon - 
Acting on the reference to:'Treaties, we turn 


to the Treaty of 1858, between Great Britain _, 


and China for information, and find that clause: 
17 reads as follows :— a8 2 eth eee 

A British subject, having reason to complain 
of Chinese must proceed to the:Consulate and. . 
state his grievance, 
into the merits of the case, and‘do his utmost to 
arrange it amicably.. In like manner if a-Chi- . 
nese have reason to complain of a British sub- 


ject, the Consul shall no-less listen to his com- 
plaint and endeavour to settle it in«a friendly... 


manner, If disputes take place of such a nature 
that the Consul cannot arrange them amicably, : 
then he sliall request. the~ assistance ‘of::the” 
Chinese’ Authorities, that they. 
examine into the merits: of: the 
it equitably.) 2 ee 

Tho brevity of this clanse is proof 
‘prehensiveness.. Tho clause contains n0:li 


tion whatever but includes every « 


or alaim. To grgue: that ‘because, there 


nl consideration of the — , 


The Consul ‘will enquire  .. 


clause in the Treaty permitting Chinese to take 
shares in Companies, that they (having taken 
shares) are free from consequent liability, is 
. mnisleading and mischievous. It might as well 
be argued that as the Treaty does not make 
; specific reference to any particular class of 
claim or dispute the clause is inoperative and 
mere waste paper; and even confining the late 
\ , Taoti’s so-called argument to Companies only, 
the converse might apply, and Chinese, having 
invested in Companies, might reasonably be 
debarred fror{protita, and possibly deprived of 
capital! ¢ ; 

The Committee of the Chamber are strongly 
of opinion that this official utterance of the 
late Taotai should have at once been officially 
repudiated, and I shall be obliged by your in- 
forming me whether this was done, and, if not, 
whether you and your colleagues are now pre- 
pared to convey the necessary correction to the 
present Taotai in order that all misapprehen- 
sion may be removed from the official mind in 
this locality —I have the honour to be, Sir, 

. your obedient servant, 7 
7 E. F. ALFORD, Chairman. 
Dr. O. Stuebel; Consnl-General for Germany 
and Senior Consul, Shanghai. 


: Shanghai, 26th February, 1898. 
E Sir,—_I have the hono to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of the 28th of January 
\ : last relative to the liabilify of native share- 
holders in a foreign company. 
- This letter was discussed in a recent meeting 
of the Consular Body when|it was decided that, 
the. matter having once been referred to the 
Diplomatic Body at Peking| the Consular Body 
could only abide by the views held by the 
é Foreign Ministers as expressed in Colonel 
c Denby’s letter of the 8th bf December last.— 
FS : I have the honour to be,|Sir, your obedient 
servant, : 


CONS wenitep gaa OG 


Ee O. STUEBEL, 

i Consul-General for Germany 
S 6 eset - and Senior Consul. 
ae BE. F. Alford, Esq,., ; 

ia ’ ; Chairman, 
Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce. 


| RUSSIg AND KOREA. 
~~ ~——_——_ 


RUSSIA OFFERS TO REMOVE ALEXIEFF AND 
\ ‘ HER- MILITARY INSTRUCTORS. 


KOREA GLADLY ACCEPTS. 


The Shanghai Mercury publishes the following 
special telegram :— 
; . Seoul, 12th March. 

_ Russia, through her Minister, made the 
Emperor, of Korea an offer to remove Mr. 

Alexieff and all her military instructors, and 

demanded an immediate answer. The Korean 
Government gladly accepted her offer, and 


upon it becoming known, there was a popular 


: demonstration. Koreans, Japanese, and others 

. aré highly pleased. : 

EXTENSION OF THE TRANSIT 
PASS TRADE, 


: Bisa iotaatad 
In spite of the trouble and work arising from 

the murdering of the two German missionaries 
in the Tsao-chow district, and from the Kyao 
Chao affair, H.E, the German Minister has 

. found time to occupy himself with, and to 
2 arrange another matter which will prove of the 
Oe greatest importance not only to the Germans, 
A, ~but fo all the foreign merchants in China. 
~ Hitherto, inland-passes—that is to say, passes 
under cover of which all imports, on paying an 
extra half duty, can be taken to any place in the 

- interior free of likin—were valid only on the 


P were actually taken to the place of destination 
= : givenon the passand there disposed of. The goods 


wera not allowed to be sold on their way to 
destination, i:e., in transit. But Baron von 
Heyking has persuaded the Tsung-li Yamen to 
é alter this regulation and in future imported 
ae oa goods will be allowed sale in transit. Only some 
ra. trifling formalities have to be gone through, in 
= order to safeguard fiscal interests, otherwise 

there are‘no longer any restrictions, and mer- 
.. chanté will thus be aie i Ske advange of. 
* every favourable opp ity of selling their \ , 
"ood on the way. AWe may aa that ‘by the ! Out of this available balance there falls to 


& 
Bi 
Y 


Meroh'19, 1898, : CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


.\ bay—were brought by these steamers, and only 


‘ condition that the goods described on the pass | 


direction of the Tsung-li Yamén the regula- 
tions for the new mode of inland transit were. 
drawn up by Sir Robert Hart, and in a form 
entirely meeting the wishes.of the German 
Minister, to whom great credit and thanks are 
due for having opened a new road. for fair 
trade.— Peking and Tientsin Times. 


- RAILWAY l'ROJECTS 
: ep ni tah : 
It is reported from Wuchang that when th 
Viceroy Chang learned that Dr. Yung™Win 
had memorialised the Throne, through:: th 
Tsungli Yamén, asking for ‘permission to co 
struct a railway between Chinkiang and -Tie: 
tsin, the former, in conjunction with H: 
Shéng. Hiianhuai, at once telegraphed - 
Tsungli Yamén to delay the new road until 
‘Hankow-Peking Railway was well on its 
to completion, giving the plea that China 
too straitened financially to build: two great 
railway lines at the same time, The Tsungli 
Yamén has, however, recently replied that us’ 
Dr. Yung Wing’s scheme had already-recéiy 
the approval of the Emperor, the Chinkian 
Tientsin Railway must be constructed as soo 
as possible, as well as the Hankow-Peking Road: 
—N. C. Daily News. i ee eae 


CANTON NOTES. 


—-+——_—. --— 


DESTRUCTIVE FIRE AT KOBE. 


—_—~@-——_———_ 

On the morning of the 3rd inst. a-destructive 
fire occurred at the Pier company’s sheds at 
Kobe. The Chronicle of that date published 
an account of the outbreak, but the fire was still 
para’ when the paper went to press. In its 
issue of the 8th our contemporary says :— 

Our estimate yesterday of the damage done 
by the fire in the Pier Company's sheds—which 
is the most disastrous. conflagration which bas 
ever occurred in the history of Kobe—was a 
very conservative one. Instead of 100,000 yen 
damage, the estimate will be nearer half a mil- 
lion for cotton only. 

According to a notice issued to consignees 
by the Pier Company, the fire involved cargo 
brought by the following steamers :-—P. &. O. 
steamers Shanghai, Borneo, Rosetta, Japan and 
Rohilla; the M.M. steamers Sydney, Natal and 
Océanien; N.Y.K. steamer Idzumi-maru; N.P. 
steamer Braemar; Aust.-Lloyd's Maria Valerie; 
the Carmarthenshire and the Langbank. . 

Over 14,000 bales of cotton—princially Bom- 


t 


a very small proportion of it had been removed 
by the consignees. The cotton brought by the 
Idzumi,-the Maria Valerie, and the Braemar 
has suffered most. The insurance risks on this 
amount of cargo represent of course a very big 
figure.- It is impossible to say to whom the 
bales partially destroyed. belong, as the marks 
have been burnt off. The object, we believe, of 
the meeting of representatives of marine and 
fire insurance offices interested in any way con- 
vened for this afternoon, is to consider what 
under the circumstances is to be done. 

The area covered by the fire was 1,420 tsubo, 
and altogether twelve buildings were demolished. 
These were insured by the Pier Company for 
nearly 20,000 yen it is said, the risk being the 
Nippon Fire Insurance Company’s. Besides the 
cotton destroyed (believed to be about 10,000 
bales) there were also in the sheds over 60 
bundles of cowhides, a quantity of cement, 
muriatic potash, paint, rattan, tea. matting, 
paper, mirrors, steel, iron, zino, rice, and some 
other goods. Altogether, the loss is estimated 
at, 1,000,000 yen. 

As to the origin of the fire, nothing defiuite 
is known. The conjectures include (1) that it 
was caused by tobacco ash; (2) a defect in the 
electric lighting arrangements; and (3) in- 
cendiarism. At ten o'clock and again at eleven 
the policeman on duty there went over the 
compound and noticed no indication of a fire. 
Abont twelve a watchman“also went his beat, 
and about half an hour later two watchmen 
‘who had beer sleeping in the watchhouse and 
were about to go on duty noficed fire in one of 
the sheds and immediately gave the alarm. 
There were powerful are lights in the sheds 
and the conflagration is stated to have been 
spread by the electric light wires. 


year. People who hold the promissory notes 
allowed to sell the same to others. A tenth; 
of the promissory notes can also be used in ea 
of the last ten years to pay revenue, T 
promissory notes are to be taken up within t' 
months. The Canton Covernment is now!” 
busily engaged in advising the wealthy Chinese}: 
to apply for them. . oe 
Owing to no fresh supplies coming in’ and to} 
smuggling to foreign countries. the prices off: 
rice in Canton are exceedingly high, and ‘thet: 
daily consumption of the people can hardly:.be}: 
met. A dollar can only buy cighteon catties 
inferior quality; this being the highest. : 
rice has touched during the last half. céntary. 
On the 12th instant the Sansz and the seventy-}°. 
two guilds went together té see the -Vicaroy] Ii 
and the Governor, asking tham to strictly pro-| 
hibit the export of rice and to allow the import} } 
of rice from other places free. of.sll duties; } 
Their Excellencies have granted the request,): 
Many rice shops which are known to. smuggle}: 
rice to foreign conntries have been destroyed}: 
‘by the people, who robbed all.their contents, «2:4. 
Ags robberies and thefts are daily reported: in 
Canton, the sansz have asked the local ma ; 
| trates to be allowed to hire Inkongs at the ex-% 
peme of ae kaifong people. | Their requ is 
“ os ot ae 


granted. i 
It is said that-the kaifong people 
allow cracker shops to be opened again -it 
locality where the late dissstrous fire broke. 
for two disastrous fires have recently:-ocsul 
in the same neighbourhood and both: broke: 
in oracker shops. It is very. doubtful, howeve 
whether the kaifong will be able’ to ‘carry: out 
their wish, for most of the shops in that locali 
were cracker shops and had been opened -fo: 
long time. Bot SEE Sse 


SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW 
WHAKF CO. 
——_+_—_ 1 
The report and accounts for 1897 of the 
Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Company show 
that the available balance, after paying 
the interim dividend of Tls. 3 per share, is Tls. 
111,687, and it is proposed to pay a final divi- 
dend of Tls. 5 per share, place Tis. 20,000 to 
repsirs, and carry. sorward Tis. 16,137.20. 


MACAO. . - 


[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. ]} -. 
-. Macao,’ 11th March: 
je 


JHE TAKU TUG. AND LIGHTER The E. and A. steamer Airlie arriv 


Co: DEE i from Hongkong. on Wednesda 
From the report of the Taku Tug and Lighter }. tendi ‘ ayan -hour.c 
Co., Limited, for the year ended 31st December | on board cargo and passengers fo 
it appears that the net result of the Company’s 
working shows a credit balance of $111,902.63 
This enabled the directors to pay theshareholders 
a dividend of 7 per cent., in July last, absorbing’ 
$48,000, and after providing for gonoral ex- | not ge 
ponses, &o., and carrying $52,631.56 to deprecia- | for shelter where ~ 
tion acgonnt, there is a balance of $12,367.54. |.Some people wh 
bye to departin, 


so that the launches: an 


*: 
ro 


it 
at 


rai the 30th June. 
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again, and! great alarm was oodasiored to their 
| fdiends on shore, who feared that some accident 
‘t had. happened to them. Some ten or twelve 
4 people who had gone off, inlending to return 
oat immediately, had to remain on board all 
night, and did not get back until about nine 
; o'clock on Thursday morning, and it was notuntil 
| thet time that the steamer was able to take on 
rd from the junks and launches the cargo, 
j laggage, and a few prisoners for Timor that, 
-Bhe had to receive. ‘he delay and confusion 
‘ogcasioned much trouble to the Harbour De- 
partment. 
‘The stamps commemorative of the fourth 
mtenary of the discovery of the sea route to 
the Fasr Hast by Vasco de Gama are to be 
ced on sale ut the - Post Office on 
e Ist April and will remain in use nntil 
Collectors should not lose 
8 opportunity of adding to their collec- 
ons rare specimens. I have heard that the 
ries is an exceptionally fine one. 
The Committee which has been formed to 
carry out the erection of a statue to Governor 
} Amaral and Colonel Mesquita has issued an 
} appeal to the Portuguese in this colony and 
‘in the foreign colonies and sattlements 
jo ‘the Far East for subscriptions. No 
idpubt there are some of these who have 


-! forgotten that Macao is their home, but 


t 


“occasion such aa this cannot fail to stir their 
triotism and move them to assist in perpetua- 
ug the memory of the heroes who saved this 
olony from invasion by the Chinese. Even 
ose who have never seen. Macao must remem- 

© that their fathers or grandfathers hailed 
m this‘place,, and should assist in the work 
not only for the glory of the Portuguese nation 
¢ algo of this colony in particular. . 
vo gunboat Bengo left on Monday en raute 

a! : 


Rice is again growing dearer day by day. 
his is said to be due to the Chinese authorities 
fusirig to let rice come to Macao from the 
apighloaring districts. The Governor is look- 
ing into the affair and no doubt the difficulties 
ill soon be removed and free importation be 
lowed as heretofore. 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
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HONGKONG 


—— 

The past week: Has been unusually quiet and 
rwery little of local importance has transpired. 
‘The Philippine rebellion, Spanish denials not- 


: ithstanding, is of very serious moment, as the 


t 


hole of the north of Luzon seems to be ina 
'troublous state. The telegraph line between 
*Bolinao and Manila is still interrapted, and every 
endeavour is being made to establish a connexion. 
i‘The Hdgar is at Bolinao guarding the interests 
Lof the English staff at that station, which was 
Yat one time in very great danger of seizare. The 
i shareholders in the National Bank of China met 
‘on Saturday last. The death of Mr. H. Cook, 
‘late secretary and manager ot the New Club, is 
‘still forming the subject of enquiry before the 
Magistrate 


W Vico-Admiral Seymour arrived here from the 


| 


North on Monday in the Alacrity. . 
There were 2,680 visitors to the City Hall 


i |-Museum last week, of whom 220 were Europeans. 


NS 
aa 


_ {months with hard labour. 


No cases of rinderpest occurred either on the 
14th or 15th instant at Sassoons Villa, Pokfu- 
tlom, 

f A: Chinaman who returned from banishment 
|was- on Wednesday sent to gaol for twelve 
-. For playing fantan op the.Braemar a China- 
‘man ‘was on Wednesday fined $25 with the alter- 
native of six weeks’ imprisoment. 

& On lith March the Indian charged with the 


. {forgery of a fellow countryman’s savings bank 


| books, whereby he obtained $260, was committed 
| for trial by Commander Hastings. 


[On Monday afternoon s garden party was 


tr 


: j given by. Mrs. Black at Government House in 


» Fhonour ‘of Prince Henry of Prussia.  ‘ 
: Deutschland has gone into dock and Prince 


The 


enry is now the guest of H.E. the Acting 
hn 11th March, in accordance with. the 

@ granted, Mr. J.J. Francis, Q.C., applied 

his Lordship the. Chief Justice to amend the 
‘petition in the “Gubbay and others. v. Belilios 
guilt g0:as to make the case one for specific per- 
‘forma The application, which was ‘made 


‘(in Chambers, was refused. 


The atamp revenne last month was $26,251, ; 


being an increase of $7,210 on the amount 
collected in the corresponding month of last 
year. 

It is notified in the Gazette that the Queen's 
exequatur has been issued empowering Mr. 
Kisaburo Uyeno to act as Consul for Japan at 
Hongkong. 3 

The Appropriation Ordinance for 1898 and 
the Ordinance to facilitate the Recovery of 
Possession -of Tenements and Premises of small 
value have been approved. ; 

Telegraphic intelligence has been received by 
Messrs. Shewan. Tomes & Co., from San Fran- 
cisco of the loss by stranding of the American 
ship New York, which sailed from Hongkong for 
San Francisco on the 14th January with a 
General cargo. 

An official telegram has been received from 
Singapore stating that Hongkong has been 
declared an infected port and that nine days’ 
quarantine counting from the date of departure 
has been imposed upon vessels arriving at 
Singapore from Hongkong. 

In view of the existence of plague in Hong- 
kong the Echo Macaense recommends the 
medical inspection of all passengers arriving at 
Macao from this port. Our contemporary as- 
cribes Macao's freedom from the disease in 1894 
to the adoption of this measure. 

The Hon. Treasurer-of the Alice Menforial 
and Nethersole Hospitals begs to acknowledge 
with thanks the following donations to the funds 
of the Hospitals :— 

Chei Chi Mei 
Yeung Tsit Sam... ... 10.00 
Ko Cheuk Sing... ... 2... 5.00 

It is notified in the Gazette that on and after 
the Ist April next the fees (payable monthly) 
at Queen's College will be $36 per annum for 
classes I. to III. and $24 for classes IV. to 
VIII. The old scale was $36 for the first class, 
$24 for the second and third, and $12 for the 
other classes. 

We are sorry to learn that the Hon. H. E. 
Wodehouse is still a patient in the Government 
Civil Hospital, and that it will be impossible for 
him to take up the duties of Colonial-Secretary 
when Mr. Lockhart leaves on Saturday. It is 
reported that the Hon. T. Sercombe Smith will 
act as Colonial Secretary until Mr. Wodehouse 
is able to resume his official duties. As a conse- 

| quence Mr. Smith has been obliged to postpone 
the date of his departure for England on leave. 


A fend exists between two sections of the 
Portuguese community, the one represented by 
the Club de Recreio and the other by the Club 
Lusitano, with reference to the appointment of 
a Committee to arrange for the celebration of 
the fourth centenary of the discovery of the 
sea route to India by Vascode Gama. It seems 
probable that owing to the dissensions that 
exist the celebration of the event in Hongkong, 
ig not likely to be very successftt. 


The Italian cruiser Marco Polo arrived at 
Hongkong on the 17th March from Naples. 
The Marco Polo left Naples on the 29th 
January and coming leisurely along sailed from 
Colombo on 28th February. She is a twin- 
screw -armoured cruiser of 4,583 tons displace- 
ment. Her dimensions are: length 327 ft., 
beam 48 ft. 8 in., and maximum draught 19 ft. 
6 in. Her engines are of 10,000 horse power 
and she can steam 19 knots. The armament 
consists of six 5.9 in. quick firers, ten 4.7 in., 
two 2.9 in., nine 2.2 in. and four, 4 in. guns, and 
two machine guns, whilst she carries five torpedo 
tubes, one of which is submerged. She was 
built at Castellamare in 1890 at a cost of £344,000. 

Commander. Hastings on Saturday committed 
for trial at the Sessions the Chinese contractor 
who is charged with offering a bribe of $30.60 
to W. 8. Triscott, an dverseer of works engaged 
on the Praya Reclamation. Mr. J. Hastings 
appeared for the defence. The defendant 
endeavoured by meazs of a bribe to induce the 
complainant to prepare false returns of work 
done. The complainant fixed a day for the 
payment of the bribe and then informed Mr. 
J. R. Mudie, engineer on the works, of the 
defendant's offer. They arranged with Detective 
| Sergeant Gidley a on for catching the .de- 
fendant, and on the day fixed Mr. Mudie and 
the detective secreted themselves in a room in 
the Praya Reclamation office, where they over- 
heard ihe defendant offering the bribe, and he 
was then arrested. 


825,00 
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H.M.8:~ Barfleur, a sister ship to. the 
Centurion, arrived here on 11th March in com- 
pany with the torpedo boat destroyers Whiting 
and Fame. Good weather was experienced from 
Singapore except on Thursday, when rough 
sea was encountered. 


On Thursday afternoon the Royal Lancaster 
Regiment and the Asiatic Artillery went ont 
to the neighbourhood of Belcher’s Battery for 
target practice. On the return journey the 
troops were joined by the Hongkong Volunteer 
Corps, which was well represented by six 7 prs, ° 
and four Maxim guns, all of which were fully 
manned, together with the drum and fife band. . 
H.E. Major-General Black was in command- 
and thousands of Chinese assembled along the. 
line of route (Queen’s Hoad) to witness the 
return of thé troops. ; 


4 


The following returns of the average amount 
of Bank notes in circulation and of specie in 
reserve in Hongkong during the month ended 
28th February, as certified by the managers of 
the respective Banks, are published :— ; 

Banta: Average Specie in 


Amount, Reserve, 
Chartered Bank of ; 
India, Australia 
and China, 
Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation, 
National Bank of 
China, Limited, $ 448587 $ 205,000 


Total $10,932,869 $5,205,000 


At 12.30 on Saturday morning a fire broke 
out on the first floor of No. 2, Graham Street. 
The ground fioor is a pork and wine shop, and 
the first and second floors are used by families. 
The fire was, it is thought, caused by. lighted 
joss sticks igniting a thin wood partition. 
Immediately the outbreak occurred a message 
was sent to the Central Police station and the 
fire Brigade quickly attended. About $400 
worth of goods perished and about $600 in 
money was also lost. The ground floor was 
not damaged.. The loss suffered on the first 
and second floors was not covered by insurance. 
The goods were formerly insured in the 
Palatine Insurance Company, but the policy 
expired on the 2nd of this month and it was 
not renewed. Unfortunately the fire was 
attended by a fatality. The staircase was in 
flames and all the inmates but one mall from 


$2,808,278 $2,000,000 


$7,676,009 — $3,000,000 © 


the house by climbing over the verandah: next 
door, but one old woman was unable to escape in 
that way and she jumped from the first floor 
into the street. She was taken to the hospital, 
where she died soon after admission either from 
shock caused by burns or by the leap into the 
street. 


We translate the following from the Courrier 
d' Haiphong of the 12th March :—The steamer 
Mathilde arrived on Thursday morning from 
Hongkong having on her bill of health «a note 
by the French Consul mentioning that a few 
isolated cases of plague, not epidemic, had 
occurred at Hongkong. By order of|the Prin- 
cipal Medical Officer the vessel was |placed in 
quarantine.- She had on board, besides a full 
cargo of general merchandise and sheep, a 
hundred and thirty-eight Chinese, of whom 
eleven were for Haiphong and a hundred and . 
twenty-seven for the Kebao mines. -The Me- 
dical Officer required that these Chinese should 
be interned in the lazarette, where they were 
to be kept under observation for four days. 
The discharge of the cargo kaving been forbid- 
den by the same order, Messrs. Speidel and Co., 
the consignees of the Mathilde, protested, and 
declared that if the order was enforced they 
would suspend all business between Haiphong 
and Hongkong. In consequence of this the 
authorities gave instructions that free pratique 
was to be granted as regards the sheep and 
merchandise of all descriptions. It will be 
remembered that plague is endemic at Hong-: 
kong and that in 1894, in consequence of an 
unfortunate application of sanitary regulations 
at Haiphong, made, contrary to the interests of 
trade, by the Principal Medical Officer, there 
was a diminution in the Customs receipts of 
about three hundred thousand dollars. In the 
present year, which has opened badly, we do 
not want our poor budget to be subjected to . 
similar losses, - Poe ieee 2 


March 19, 1898. 


Court on Saturday with unlawfully having arms 
and ammunition in her possession in the har. 
bour. She was fined $100 or three months’ 
imprisonment. ; 

-An Indian policeman was charged at the 
. Police Court withmisconduct. He went to a 

market hawker and ‘asked the price of fowls. 
The price was stated and the policeman then 
endeavoured to get the birds at a much lower 
rate, and when his request was refused he struck 
the hawker. Commander Hastings fined the 
defendant $50. The fine was paid, Mr. C. D. 
Melboucne appexred for the defence. 

On Wednesday afternoon Mr. G. P. Lammort 
put to sale “Craigieburn” and the land sur- 
: rounding it. He mentioned: that a gentleman 

was willing to lease the house ata rental of $300- 
a month for a yoar and perhaps more, and the 
, purchaser could build two or more houses on the 
vacant land while “Craigieburn” was in oc- 
cupation. There was, however, no bid for the 

- property, which was therefore withdrawn, 


COMMERCIAL. 
; TEA. 
EXPOR! OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 
BRITAIN, : 
1897-98 1896-97 
Tbs. lbs. 
Canton and Maeno ......... 5,887,884 61277,746 
. : Shanghai and Hankow ... 14,058,839 17,809,185 
2 Foochow ...... : . 12,309,891 12,518,868 
Ss BOY osc toierxesoeueewceee 685,651 589,476 


32,912,265 37,195,277 
neni 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
- STATES AND CANADA, 


1897-98 1896-97 

lhe. Ig, 
Shanghai..... ......... 0.088 18,823,511 18,244,124 
AMOY <cistssicvvitisssensceras 15,861,506 19,124,415 
é Foochow wc ccs 7,516,903 17,405,419 
: 42,201,920 48,671,758 


_ { EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO ODESSA, 


1897-98 1890-97 
Ths. Ibs. 
Shanghai and Hankow... 19,462,293 22,940,128 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN 1:0 UNIVED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1897-98 1896-97 

lbs. Ibs. 
Yokohama... ccseseccecceuss 26,70£,310 27,565,583 
Kobe ...... sevcrecsecsesesees Ld,f 10,817 [1,961,219 
42,481,127 42 526,892 


3 SILK. 

Canton: 4th March.—U'satlees and Re-reels. 
—There are rumours abroad of rettlements is 
new season’s Silk, June to September delivery, 
and itis said that $550/560 have been paid for 
Re-reels Grant No. 1. Filatures.—Little has been 
done since lnst'report.. Best and good chops 
11/18 and 13/15 are in fair demand and there is 
reason to think that if dealers were to give way 
somewhat, an active business would ensue. From 
: prices paid we qnote: $803/795 - for Kwong Shun 
t 7 Cheong 11/18 and 13/15, $760 for Kai Sun Cheong 

13/15, $70 for Shing King Lon 11/13, £740 for 
Kwong Ho 13/15. $725 for How King Cheong 
13/15, $710 for How Tai Loong 13/15. Short- 
- reels—Have been in little demand, $760 have 
been paid for 50 bales King Shing’s “ Gold Lion” 
14/16, $740 for Po King Cheong and Miz Wo 
Cheng, $680 for Kwong Wo Shang 14/16. 
Dealers are offering freely new season's Silk at 
nbout $40/50 per picul under current rates and 
4/3: bales are said tobe sottled for shipment 
4 July to September, Waste—A moderate busi- 
; ness in allsorts is dona at former rates. Stocks. 
a —Tsatlees, nil. Filatures, 4/509 bales. 


Saanenss, }4th March.—(From Me srs. A. B. 
Barkill & Sons’ Cireular).—London telegrams 

“ quote Blue Elephants 11/0, market quiet. ‘Ihe 
7: ' Lyons quotation for Gold Kiling is Fes. 28.25. 
: e Raw Silk.—Settlements are very moderate again 
this week, and are chiefly in Taysnams. Offers 

have been made for Gold Kiling at’ ‘Tis. 4874, 

but no basicess has resulted, this chop being 

held for the last price paid, viz., Tis. 492]. 

Some 80 bales Yellow Silk have found par. 

ee a as chasers at prices below. - Arrivals, as per 
= . Customs Returns, March Sth to llth: 422 
bales White, 3 piculs | Yellow, and 46 


u 


: A boat woman-was charged at the Police 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORG. 


piculs ‘I'ussah. Some quantities of Silk Lave 
been returned to the Country for native uses 
further reducing our stock, bub by how much it 
is difficult yet to say, the figures below are as pe" 
Customs Returns. Re-recls and Filatures.— 
Nething doing. ‘The Export of Steam Filatures 
tu date ig: 4,875 bales to Anierica, 3,351 ba'es to 
the Continent, 46 to Japan and 23 to London. 
Waste Silk—Only business is a parcel of 75 
piculs Filature Floss, commen No. 1, aé Tis, 134. 
Prices calculated by Maerten’s lables at 11. per 

cent.; Exchange 2/6; Freight ‘I'ls. 7.45 per bale: 
Is. 


Stl. 
5 er pel. per ib, 

‘| Chinoums.—Tiger Chop Ting Tinghow............ 10,2 
“a oe Tinghow «0.0.0.0... 460 O/118 


" j ok - Tayhow.... 
Péach-tree Chop No. 1 
Yellow Silk.—Meeyang 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA ANDJAPAN 
TO AMERICA, 


1897-08 © 1896-97 

hales bal s. 

Shang? ai wees. 10:16 5,084 
Canton ...... 0... ., 10,918 - 3,350 
Yokobama .............0.0.0.. 80,275 17,277 
51,799 25,711 

EXPIRT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND 
JAPAN TO EUROPE, 

1897-98 1898-97 

li: los. bales. 

Shanghai ww... 45,826 4.2442 
Canton ......... Side Geceu ee 20,315 20,481 
Yokohama........,. eseee 18,605 16,976 
84,146 79,899 

CAMPHOR. . 


Honeronag, 16th March.—The advance bas been 
checked aud present quotations are rather lower 
than (hose last reporte t. Quotations for For- 
moss are $45.25 to $45.50. Sales, 300 piculs. 

cern ts 
SuGanr. 

Honckone, 18th March.—The n-arket is a little 

weaker and prices show a slight fall. Quotations 


are:— ‘ 
Shekloong, No. 1, White...87.34 to 7.88 per pel, 
do. n 4, White... 7.03 te 7.068 ,, 
Shekloong, No. 1, Brown... 4.92 to 4.95 at 
do. » 2, Brown... 484to 4.87 4 
Nwatov, No. 1, White... 73) to 7.83 ia 
do. » 2. White... 695 to 6.97. ,, 
Svatow, No. 1, Brown... 4.86 to 4.9) Pe 
do. » %, Drown... 4.80 to 4.82 vi 
Foochow Surar Candy... 1L.40 to 14. ,, 
Stekloong in adsias 10.07 te 10,10 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 

Per steamer Natal, sailed on the 11th March. 
For France :—480 packages raw ‘silk, 2 cases 
silk piece goods, 10 cases chinaware, 80 cases 
gall nuts, 10 packages tea, 4 packages hair, 20 
silk goods, 8 packages sundries, 3 bales waste 
silk. For London :—7 boxes traagure. 

Per steamer Maria Valerie, sailed on the 12th 
March. For Trieste :—1,96U cases cassia lignea, 
50 cases cassia buds, 150 bales broken cassia, 2 
rolis china ware, 10° cases curios, 50 bales rat- 
tan, 6 cases shells, and 299 bales tobacco. For 
Beyrouth :—130 cases cassia lignea, 10 bales 
galangal, and 20 cases preserves. For Port 
Said :—26 cases glass bangles. For Hoddeida:— 
100 bags sngars. For Aden:—3 cases camphor, 
50 rolls china ware, 26 bales galangal, 25 cases 
matches, and 32 cases preserves. For Bom- 
bay :—209 cases cassia lignea, 4 cases chinaware, 
19 tubs mahsel, 34 cases preserves, 1,000 bags 
sugar, and 1 case cigars. For Colombo :—1,000 
bags sugar. For Madras :—49 casos camphor. 

, OPIUM. : 

Hoxaxona, 18th March.—Bengal—The market 
has continued weak and rates have further 
recedid, closing at $703 for New Patna, $710 
for Old Patna. $70.3 for New Benares, and 
$702) for Old Benares. 

Malwa.—Owing to reports of short importations 
from Uombay there has baen a good demand 
for this drug. Holders, however, have been 
firin, and few sales Lave taken plaice. ‘Ike fullow- 
ing are the latest figures :— 

New $730 without allowance. 
Old (2/3 yrs.) $789 


”» ” 


” (4/3 ny ).$810 ” ae 
» (6/7 4, ) $869 o 


” (8/10,, ) $920 ” ” 


Persian.—Business hus continued fairly -act 
owing principally to a demand for: Formosa. 
and prices hive baen 1 aintained, “Oily clo 
at $490 to $630, und Paper-wrapped ‘nt-$540 
$665 per picnl accoraing to quality... oo 
‘Yo-day’s stocks are estimated as-under :— 
New Patna. ..... 460. 
Old Patna, ....0. ccasecseceeces sesseeee LZQU-- 
New Benares ........ : 
Old Benaves.......... 
Ma Wai ebesicdsescsssacetneiedseencoscs 
Peraian ...c.c.cc..c.c0. te csccessectsedesese ODD 
ee 
BENARES, 


Aad ee ecennecernese Ceeeen 


PATNA, MALWA. 
DATE, | --.  __... : 
New. | Old. | New, Old | Now. | Old: 
is. | $ | 8 | 8 | 8 ls 
Mar. 121 710 | 715 | 705 | 70741 730 
Mar. 13) 710 | 715 | 705 {707} | 730 
Mar. 14] 7074 | 715 | 702}: 703. | 730 
Mor. 15) 707} |712) | 702b 1 705 | 730 
Mar. 16) 705 | 710 | 700 ; 705 | 730 
Mar. 17] 705 | 710 | 700 | 7024] 730 ; 
Mar 18 705 | 710 | 700 | 702}| 730 |) 8: 
t BE tog { H a 
COTTON, “y 
Honoxona, 18th March.—Fair business at: 


steady rates.. Stocks, about 1,900 Lales, 


Boinbay es sateseses 816,50 to 19.00 p. pl. | 
Kurrachee ............ eveiinn eee FO 


Beugal (New »Rangoon, 2 ‘ 
and oo ee 17.59 to 19.60 
Shanghai an:l Japanese,.. 22:00 to 23.00 
Tungchow and Ningpo... 22.00 to 23.0u - 
Madras (Beat)... ee ace HO tee ee 
Sales: 1,£00 bales Bengal (New), Rangoon, and :: 
Dacea, ve 


” 


a 


- RICE. ee a 
Honcxona, 18t'i Marc'.—Prices have advanced. 
very rapidly. ‘There is a strong demand from 
Canton and Japan. ‘There is some apprehension 
amongst the Chinere of a famine and rich familie: 
are buying in Jarge stores. of grain it order tu be 
prepared for it. Quotations are :— : 


Saigon, Ordinacy..cccccccses cose cee $3.55 to 3:60 - 
Fy Round, good quality.......... 3.90 to 8.95 2 
rf Long oe eeeccecceeee eee 41) to 418 > 

Siam, Field, mill cicaned, No, 2... 3.63 to 3.63 . 
»» Garden, , No. 1... 4.20 t> 4.25 2° 
» White... seanees teseeressecoesee 5,00 to 5.05 |: 
Fine Carga sees cess weesssee B15 to 5.20 

COALS. ~ pen 

Honukone, 18th Muirch.—Small Silea of . 


Cardiff spot cargo at $32 to $33; 
$22 no bnyers.. Market 
are i— 
Cardiff oc... $20.00 to 25.00 ex ship, steady, 
Australian,.....$11.00 to 18.00 ex ship, steady. 
* Miiki Lump a 
and Small, ¢ 10:80 to 10.75, 
Moji Lump ... 7.71 10 1.50 ex ship,- 
Hongay Lump 9.00 to 
Hongay Dust.. 4.8) to 
Briquettes ... 10.00 to 


to arrive $21:to. 
steady. Quotations ; 


stealy 4 


MI<CELLANEOUS IMPORTS. ogre 
Honerona, 18th March.—Amongst the sales *: 
reported are the following :— ; mo Se ee 
Yarn anv Preece Goons :—Rombay Yarn.— 
700 bales No. 10 at $32 to $89 50, 500 balea No 
IZ at $87 to £91.40, 150 bales No. 16 at $91 to - 
$100, 1,100 bales No. 20 at $96.51 ta $104.50, 
Grey Shistings.—1,200 pieces 8} Ibs.{3- Dogs: at 
$3 U5, 300 pieces 8} Ib2, Molon at. £2 35,-°70t) 
pieces Shrimps at $2. White Shirtings.—300. 
pieces No. 6.000 at $5.75, 250 pieces KX. 7 at © 
54.10, 250 pieces X 9 at $175. T-Cloths—375 
pieces 7 Ibs. Mexican Silver Lion No, 1 ate: 
$1.92}, 300 pieces 8 lbs. Mexican Gold Dragon . 
at $2.75, 1,500 pieces 7 ibs. 4 Stags at $2.32}; 
750 pieces Rei Stag nt $2.42, 375 pieces 7 Ibs. 
Mexican Gold Dragon at $2.40. Drills. —130 
piecas 14 lbs. American at $4.30, 80) pieces 5 Ibs, 
Mandarin at $3.30, 300 pieces 6 Ibs. Mandarin © 
ut” $3.80, 100 piecor 4 Ibs, Clock at $2. 
pieces 4} lbs. Cluck at 
9 Birds Scarlet at $12.78. 7 
Merats.—Zin.—150 slubs Foongchai at 
Corron Yarn. ey ee OE Bag 


Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20s. :..-.. 
Euglish—Nos, 16 to 24 
»» -22-t0.24 


per piece 
Grey’ Shirtings—Gibs, ......... 1.75 to 1.85 
gars T1UR. wcseseeee 2.00 to 
8.4 lbs....... 260 to 8-20 

oe AtolW lbs 3.40 to 415 

“White Shirlings—54 to 5G rd. 2.4) to 2.60 

Sone B3toG0 ,, 2.75 to 8.45 > 

G4to60 ,, 8.55 fo 4.40 
Fine ...... 4.85 “to 7.15 
Book-folds. 3.80 to 4.70 
Victorian Lawus—12 yards ... 0.65 to 1.70 
-Cloths —Glbs, (82 in.),Ord’y. 155 to 1.75 
Wlbs.(32,,),  « Lu to 2.15 
filbs. (82 ,,),Mexs. 1.70 to 1.85 
Tlbs. (32), 210 to 280 
hs, -8 to 8.4 0z.,(36in.) 240 to 3.25 
‘Drills, English —40 y:s.,133 to 7 
See abe Ota 
oy CorTtons 
urkey Red Shirtings att 1.47} to , 3.50 
‘Brocades—Dyed ......eesseeeee 8.90 to 56.60 
= ; :t per yard 
Damasks.......00.eecdeere 0.12 to 0.16 
Chintzes—Assorted .... y.08 to 0.14 
Velvets—Black. 22 in... 0.20 to 0.30 
(':/Velveteens—18 in. 0.16 to 0.18 
es ; per dozen | 
|. “Handkerebiefs—Innitation Silk 0.45 to 0.90 

WooLuEns - 

Pea per yard 
>’ Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops. 0.45 to 1.35 
at German....... 1.15 to 1,60 
~ Habit, Med.,and Broad Cloths. 1.15 to 5.25 
ca ; pir piece 
- Long Ells—Scarlet, ......:..... 6.50 to 9.00 
oan Assorted . 660 to 9.10 
2 Camlets—Assorted .......00. 12.00 to 32.00 
> Lastings—30 rane thee Li1.00 to - 20.00 

: ssorted } 

- Orleans—Plain ...............006 7.00 to -.8.50 
ae : per pair 
I= Blankets—8 to L2lbs>)......... 5.30 ts 12,00 
 Mxrars —~ 
Pere per picul 
A Tron—Nail Rod .....ccccceeee oe 4.20 to — 
1. Square, Flat Round Bar .., 4.20 to “— 
. Swedish Bar ..........0..... 590 to — 
2 Small Round Rod 4.75 to — 

HOOP... cecccceeetssaeseeeesserseee 5,50 100 
Wire 15/28 0.0... aeeaeee 9.00 tO — 
Old Wire Bope .............. 1.50 to 3.00 
=» Lead, L. B. und Hole Chop... 885 to — 

2 Australian... 855 to 
= Yellow M’tal—Muntz.14/200z. 81.50 to — 
oa Vivian's, 14/200z.31.00 to — 

BS yl _ Elliot’s, 14/20 0z. 31.00 to| —" 

Composition Nails... te 
Japan Copper, Slabs = 
Viles A - 
Tin ve — _ 
per box. . 
‘Tin-Plates .. 605 to — 
age) per cwt. case 
Steel d to foc. evscrsesvoeans «. 550 lo — 
UNDEIES 
per picul 
Quicksilver .....ccccecceeseeeeee 126,00 to — 
eee per |/box 
‘Window Glass 4.20 to) — 


: Kerosene Oil ..ccseccssssessserree 1.87 tof 


telegrams respecting the - market. 


which have 
gradually. 


stocks all rounl.are being ra 


There i 


per 10-gal. case 


Suaneuat, Lith Muarch.—(Frour Messts. Noéls 
Murray & (o.’s Piece Goods Trade- Report).— 
The steamers have been arriving here dering 
the -week,. on their return trips from Tientsin, 
and the-wri(ten advices brought by them fully - 
confirm the favourable reports received by 
é The latest 
state that fully 40 per cent. of the gcoda shipped |. 
have alrendy found buyers at satisfactory .prices, 
but-there is no doubt that they were harried 


e met with most attention, but the available 


g some uncertainty as to when Newchwang 
‘nm, recent advices from thence yeporting 
at‘cold they bave had this winter. The 


28rd instant is now. put down as the. earliest that 
steamers‘can be safely despatched for that port, 


2.674 | though in come quarters a much later date is 


thought probable. Caterers for that market 
are laying in supplies quictly,, a fair quan- 
tity being already in Stegmer Godowns 
awaiting shipment, roughly/ estimated at 
18,000 packages. Direct steanyers for Viadivos- 
tock are expected to com uence running next 
week, some 3,00) packages being ready for the 
first boat. ‘I'he Chefoo market has been very 
quiet, but at the close is showing more activity. 
Hankow is snffering from a superabundance, of 
rain and has not been forwarding orders very 
freely. .Newa was received a few days ago of the 
-pioneer steamer at Chungking, thus demonstrat- 
ing that the waters of the upper Yangteze are 
navigable by light draught steamers, and great 
credit is due fo Mr. A. J. Little for his per- 
severance in at last overcoming all the obstacles 
that have been put in his way for so many years. 
he market is undoubtedly strong for goods on 
“the spot and afloat and prices are gradually tend- 
ing uywards, but the lower Exchange and high 
prices ruling in Manchester make forward tran- 
sactions extremely difficult. The market for 
Yarns is firm, and a good business has been done 
in favourite spinuings fur Tientsin in both Indian 
and Japanese, though it is reported that some 
fairly large shipments of the latter have been 
made direct. 

Merats, 1f#th March.—(From Measrs, <Aler. 
Bielficld & Co.’s Boport):—There has been a 
fair number of transactions, as recorded below, 
both Chefoo and Tientsin report a brisk demand 
for Cart-tyres and Horse-shoes, which accounts 
for the heavy transactions recorded. A feature 
of the week has been the landing of the first 
shipment of American Pig Iron, from Alabama, 
300 tons being put on the inarket, of which 150 
tons have already been disposed of. This Iron 
can be laid down here from 5s. to 6s. cheaper 
than “ Bed Car,” bunt so far the latter old 
favourite still has the preference among native 
buyers despile the difference. The fullowing 
‘| transactions have been completed :—200 tons 
Angle Iron at Tis. 1.60 to Tls. 1.70, 100 tons Ship 
Plates at Ils. 1.60 to Tis. 1.70, 5U tons Fire Bara 
at TI. 1.43, 29 tonsa Boiler Tubes at T'ls. 2.25, 200 
tons Cart-tyres,- London and Glasgow at 1008. 
to 106a.. c.i.f.. 150 tons Alabama Pig Iron at 63s., 
500 kegs Wire Nails at 9s. 2d., cif., 20 tons 
Ship Plate at £7, ¢.i.£., 1,200 bundles Mild Steel 
Bars at 189s., c.i.f., 50 tons Hamburg Horse-shoes 
at Tls. 2.27, 100 tons London Horse-shoes at 87s. 
6d., c.i.f., 100 tons Sohier Nailrods at 12as. cif 


EXCHANGE. 
Fripay, 18th March. 
On Lonnon.— 


’ Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1/10 
Bank Bills, on demand .....:....4.... 1/103, 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/10 


Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/10,', 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight 1 
Documentary Bills, 4months’ sight 1/10} 

On Paris-— - * | - 


Bank Bills, on demand ....:.......... 2.32 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 2.36 
On GEEMANy.— sa i 


On demand ............. iesdetus Seats 1.873 
On New Yorr.— 


Bank Bills, on-demand ............... 444 

Credits, 60 days’ sight ............... 45§ 
On BomBay.— 

Telegraphic -Transfer..............06. 138 

Bank, on demand...............055 ee 1883 
On CaLcurtTa.— ; 

Telegraphic Transfer .............0666- 138 


Bank, on demand.............-.00000e00 138 


On SHaneHal.— 
Bank, at sight 
Private, 30 days’ sight................... 74} 

On YOKOHAMA— - — - 


eTerrr errr eee ee eee r es 


amet eee wate eee eeaerereeresete 


cee eee e eet e een ceeeecenesse 


| SoverEians Bank's Buying Rate 
Gop Lear, 100 fine, per tael 


JOINT STOCK SHARES. 


tinues active and a fair business has - 


Honaxkona, 18th March.—The market el 
n 
put through, chiefly in Indo-Chinas, Sugars, 


and Steamboats. Several stocks show a good 
advance in rates and’ the market generally: 
closes steady to strong, except.in Insurances, 
which continue out of favour and alm 

without business. a 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
ruled somewhat quiet and erratic, and only 
a very few small lots have changed hands 
at 190 per cent. and 189 per cent. prem. and 
at equivalent rates on time; buyers forward 
rule the market at time of olosing, but 
holders do not care to part except. for cash 
and then. even to a very limited extent. 
Nationals have improved with a small sale © 
to $184. ; : 

MARINE INSURANCES.—With the exception 
of a small demand for Straits at $121 the 
market has been quite dead and there are no 
sales 1o report. 

Fire INsurnANCES.—The market continues 
very quiet and without business at’ quota- 
tions. 

Surprine.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
continue quiet and weaker, sales having been 
effected at $274, $274, and $27 for cash and 
the settlements, further shares being obtain- 
able at tho-last rate. Indo-Chinas have ruled 
very firm and in good demand, with sales 
at the improved rates of $57 to $604 cash 
and at $574 to $61 for settlements. A fair 
number have also changed hands at $62. 
for April, $63 for May, and $64 for June, 
Market closes with sellers at $61. China 
Manilas have been quiet with shares obtainable © 
at quotation. Douglases have found buyers 
at 359, $594, and $60, closing with sellers 
at $594. China Mutuals unchanged and 
with a small business at quotations. 


REFINERIES.—China Sugars have more than 
recovered their position and have been dealt 
in to a considerable extent at $173, $174, $175, 
$176, $177, and $178 for cash and settlements : 
and at much better than equivalent rates 
for April, May, and June; at time of closing - 
forward shares are still in request, but a few 
cash shares are obtainable at $178. Luzons 
continue quiet aud neglected consequent upon 
the renewed trouble in the Philippines. The 
directors recommend a dividend of $3 per 
share payable on the 24th instant. 


Minina.— Punjoms have ruled rather 
stronger and after small sales at $64 have 
found buyers at $6.60, $6.70, and $6.75, closing 
stendy. Sharbaunases have not yet recovered 
last week’s weakness and are obtainable at $145 
and at $1474 for, April in small lots; there . 
appears to be no specific reason for this 
weakness. New Balmorals and Olivers con- 
fivue out of favour with little or no business 
to report. Jelebus tinchanged. Raubs have 
continued steady at $254 and $254 with sales 
at first the latter and then the former rate, 
market closing with buyers af $25} and 
probable sellers at $254. Great Easterns 
remain dull and with a small business at $2.80 
for ordinaries. 

- Docgs, WHARVES, AND GoDowNsS.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks continuing in 
. demand the rate quickly rose to 250 per cent. | - 
premium after small sales at 242, ¥45, 247, Oe 
and -248 .cash and at 247 and 251 per cent. 
prem. for April; more shares are wanted for- 
ward for June, but holders will not sell so far 
ahead ; shares could also be placed for April and 
May at the equivalent of the closing cash rate, 
i.e. 250. Kowloon Wharves and Wanchais o 7 
have continued very quiet and without busi- Paget? ips 
ness at quotations. BE tah 

Lanps, Horets, AND Buripines.—Hong- : 
kong Lands continue quiet with sellers and 
| only small sales at $74. Hotels have improved: 
to $54 with sales and close: steady to strong 
at that rate. Humphreys Estates are on offer at: 
$8.25 without finding buyers and West Points 
remain quiet and without business. 


MISscELLANEOUS. — Green Islands have 
| changed hands in fair lots at $31 and $15 - 
and at $314 and $153, closing with buyers - 
of the old at $314 and sellers of the new | 
at $15. The directors recommend a dividend. - > 
of 25 per cent. and to carry forward and place... . 
to reserve the sums of $240.91 and “$1000: ss 
respectively. Watsons have ‘found buyers: at 
$12, but close -with sellers at that rate. Ices 
have. changed hands at $107 and Ropes-and: 


ee 


Fenwioks at quotations. — 


Mbyte 


™ 


REE QSO TRIE ny, 
' 


& 


Yahloong ......:...../Ils. 100 |Ts. 90, sellera 
Dairy Farm C.. ........ $4 ($59 ; 
Fénwick & Co., Geo. ... $25 [Si0, sales 
Green Island Cement... $10 ($314, buyers 

Do. New Issne...... $241$15, sules 

_ H.& China Bakery ... $50 1$32 
. Hongkong & C. Gas...) £10 |8120 
* Hongkong Electric ... $10 |$94. sellers 
H. a L mways...| $100 12:05 
Hongkong Hotel ...... $50 1/154, sales 
Hongkong Ice ......... $25 |4107, sa'es 
H. & K. Wharf & G... $50 ’| 458, sellers 
_ Hongkong Kope......... $50 |5164, sales 
H. & W. Dock ......... $125 | 250 p. ct. prem.= 
rances—- [$437}, sal. & b. 

Canton......... 0 eee $50 |$13 |, sellers 

China Fire .. .... $20 ($100, sellers 

China Traders’ ...... $25 1367, sellers 

Hongkong Fire ...... $50 /3340, sellers * 

North-China ......... £25 |g. 168 

Straits $20 {$124, sales & buyers 

Union $50 | 4220, sale: ; 

Yangtaze $60 }514), sellers 
Land and Building— 

H. Land Investment. $50 (974, sellers 
: Humphreys Estate... $10 ($8.25, sellers 

Kowloon Land & B. $80 [$174 

West Point: Building $40 |$20, sellers 
Luzon Sugar ......... .. $100 ($11, sellers 

Charbonnages ...:..... Fea. 500 '$145, sellers 

Gréat E. & C’donian! $) 185.30, sales 

Do. 0. $24'$2.80, sal. & buyers 

Jelebu oo. ..eeeeee sec ees $5 |$2, sellers 

New Balmoral ...:.. { $1 $1.50, sellers 

__ Do. Preference ... $1. $1.60, sellers “ 

Oliver’s Mines, A.... $5, |$19, sellers 

Do B.... $24/$'i3, sellers 

- Punjom ou... eee J $) ($6.75, sales 

- Do. Preference...! $1: |$1,90, sales& buyers 
bs ..........00..2... 188. 10d. $25), sales 

New Amoy Deck .....; $19 (S17, sales 
Steamship Coys.— 

China and Manila . $50 |$32, sellers 

China Mutual Ord...' £10 |£7 10s. sles 

D0. Preference..' £10 {x5 10s. 

“Do. . _ Do | £5 |£2. 15s, «ales 

Douglas 8. 8. Co $50 ($594, sellers 

-H., Canton'and M...' $15 ($27. sellers 

Indo-China 8. N. ...! £10 1$61, sellers 
Tebrau: Planting Co....' $5 |$5, sellers 
~ =>: Do. | $2 ($2, sellers 
United. Asbestos ......... $2 $2, sellers 

. Do: Co. $10 #10, nominal 
Wanchai Wareh’se $373/$40, buyers 
Watson & Co., A. 8... $10 |$12, sales & sellers 


losing quotations are as: follow :— 
._ =: . Company. .. [Parp uP. QuomatTion. _ 
Banks—- ; 


Tange 91 iss ~ $3851.75, sales 
ngkong & S’hai... 199 %%l g prem= 
China & Japan, prf. £5 jpominal 
‘Do. ordinary... £3 103.!nominal 
- - Do deferred...) - £1 1£5.6s., buyers 
- Natl. Bank: of China -_ 
_ Bi Shares .......{ . £8 |$°S}, sales 
_.: Founders Shares..|" £1 ($17, sellers 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A.... £1 [nominal _ 
Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 [$8.75 ae 
China Sugar............{ $100 |S178, sellers - 
Cotton Mills— 
“Ew0... sssssseseseeeee --(T1as 100 | Te. 100, sellers 
Hongkong ............ $20 1510, sales 
Iuternati‘nal .......:. Tis. (0G |T1s. 112, sellers 
Laou Kung Mow .../Tis. 100 |TIs 110, sellers 
Soychee .........:....-{Lls. 500 |Tls, 505, sellers 


7 OS. VY. VERNON, Broker. 


“Buanaual, 14th March.—(From Messra J. P- 


’ Bisset & Co.’s Report)—Business has not been so 


brisk this week, a scarcity of ready money having 
cartailed Lusiness. Banks.—Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation.--Business was 
done early in the week at 196 per cent. premium 
for-cash, and 207 per cent. for the 3)th June. 
Political telegrams which orrived on the 9th 
caused a weekness, prices declining 4 per cent. in 
Hongkong. :There has since been some recovery, 


‘and shares.were placed to Hongkong at 190 and | 
_19L per cont: premium and locally at 195 to 197 


per vent. premium, all for delivery on the 81st 


- March, Bunk of China and Jupan.—The question 


of. the. continuation of the busines; of the Bank 
after the completion of. the liquidation of the 


'’ Bank-of China, Japan and the Straits has been 


* raised, and as the Directors of the Bunk are 


" .-gtrengly ‘in: favour of this ‘course, they ask for 


_:powers of attorney: frow the sbareholdera in 


a order-to. carry this.into effect. Marine Insurance. 


—China : Traders’. shares:have. been forced off at 
65, .North China shares are offering at'Tls. 230. 
Yaugtsze shares are wanted at present quotations. 

raits shares are obtainable at $13.50, but buyers 
will not.pay- 


ore than a taal less. Fire In- 


surance.—-No business is reported on this market. 
Shipping.—Indo-China S.N. shares have heen 
placed to Hongkong at $56, and local'y for cash 
at Tle. 41,60and Tla, 42, and for the3ist curreut at 
Tis. 41, China Mutual $.N. shares are obtainab'e, 
Preference at Tla. 60, and Ordinary at Tle. 26. 
Sugar Companies.—Perak Sugar Cultivation 
shares were placed nt. Tls. 40, They ure wanted 


‘now at Tls. 39, ond are held for Ms. 40. China 


Sugar Refining shares were placed for March and 
May at $180. Luzon Sugar Refining shares are 
wanted-at $41. Mining.—Raub Anstralian Gold 
Mining shares were placed at $27. Docks. 
Wharves and Godowne,—Shanghai Dock shares 
have been in strong demand, and have been 
placed at. 'I'ls. 8) cash, and T's. 82 to 'I'ls. 85 for the 
80th June. Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Co.— 
Shares have been sold at Tls. 127 cash, and for 
the 3lst current at Tle. 127.50 and ‘Ts. (28. There 
ace sellers at ‘Ts. 127 cash. Lands.—Shanghai 


4 Land Investment shares were placed at Tis. 92 50, 


and are offering. Industrial,—In Cotton Mill 
shares Ewos‘were sold for the 3uth Juse at Tis. 


104, Internation Us at Tla. 11.50 to Ts. 110 for 


the 3lst March, Lasu-Kung-Mows at Tls, 112.40 
for May and June, and Soy-chees at Ts, 505. 
China Flour Mill Co, shares are offering at ‘T's. 
60. Miscellangons.—Shang'ini-Sumatra Tobacco 
sbares changed hands for cash and the 38ist 
current at U'ls. 88, at which there are sbares 
offering, Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco shares 
were sold at Tls. 300 cash and ‘lla. 315 for the 
31st March. Halland Holtz shares were placed 
at $40, Loans.—Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf: 
6 per cent. Dubentures were sold at Tis. 102, plus 
the accrued interest. 


: TONNAGE. 
Honerone, 18th March—A fair number of 
settlements have been reported during the past fort- 


-night, and freights from the rice ports have ad vanced. 


From Hongkong to Kobe as much as 40 cents per 
picul was paid last week, but the demand for ton- 
nage has since slackened. Saigon to Hongkong, the 
rates have steadily increased and 34 1/2 cents can 
be obtained for medium-sized prompt steamers, but 
for large hoats loading a month hence intending 
charterers will not pay more than 26 cents 

picul; to Japan the current freight is about 14 cents 
at which figure several steamers have been fixed. 
Bangkok to Hongkong, 37 1/2 and 42 {/2 cents per 


-picul is offered for medium-sized steamers, and 35 


and 40 cents per picul for large; to Japan several 

steamers have got from 52 to 53 cents per picul. 

Coal freights are still weak at $1.50 per ton Moji 

to Hongkong, and $2.50 per ton to Singapore. New- 

chwang to Canton one settlement has been effected 

at 35 cents per picul loading at the opening of the 
rt 


There are no disengaged vessels in part. 

The following are the settlemenis:— 

Atlantie~ German barque, 683 tons, Rajang to 
Hongkong, $5,100... eos E 

A China Navigation Co.’s steamer, Newchwang to 
Canton, 85 cents per picul. 

erman steamer, 1,237 tons, Kuchinotzu 

to Hongkong, $1 50 per ton. 

Aarid —Norwegian steamer, 957 tons, Kuchinotza 


to Hongkong, $1.50 per ton. 


Taisang—British steamer, 1,505 tons, Mojito 


: Hongkong, $1.50 per ton. 


Amara—British ‘steamer, 1,566 tons, 
Kuchinotzu to Hongkong, $i.50 per ton. 
Fausang—British steamer, 1,410 tons, Bangkok to 


Moji or 


Kobe, 53 cents, Yokohama 55 cents per picul. 


Baro Douglas—British steamer, 1,606 tone, 
Bangkok to Kobe, 52 cents per picul, 

Oanja — British steamer, 1,970 tons, Banglhok to 
Hongkong. 35 cents per picul. 

By Norwegian steamer, 771 tons, three trips, 
Bangkok to Hongkong 374 and 42} cents per picul. 

Tientsin-—British steamer, 1,250 tons, Saigon to 
Kobe, 40 centa per picul. 


Amara—British steamer, 1,566 tons, Saigon to 


Kobe, 44 cents per picul. : 
Hinsang—British steamer, 1,536 tons, Saigon to 
Kobe, 45 cents per picul. 
Laisang—British steamer,: 1,505 tons, Saigon to 
Kobe, 44 cen's, Yokohama 45 cents per picul. 
Whaompao—British steamer, 1,109 tons, Saigon to 
Yokohama, 42 cents per picul. 
Elphinstone —British steamer, 1,14 tons, two trips, 
Saigon to Hongkong, 20 anc 25 ‘cents per picul. 
Onsang—British steamer, 1,787 tonsa, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 25 cents.per picul: 
Pronto— 
Hongkong, 274 cents per picn]. 
"_ Benvenue—British. steamer, 1,468 tons, Suigon to 


Hongkong, 29 cents per pical. 


osang—British steamer, 1,127 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 29 cents ee? picul. ee 
_ Chun-Sang— British steamer,.1,418 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 35 cénts per. picul.. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


German steamer, 719 tons, Suigon to| 


— “s —inaowenindene retiniinaeaen Se rs)! ® 
Mongkut—British steamer, 859 tons, Saigon'-to 
Hongkong, 32 cents per picul. a eee 

Apenrade—Gorman steamer, G10 tons, Saigon: to - =: 
Hongkong, 87 cents per picul. a eee 
—German 8 eamer, 1;530 tons, ‘Saigon to 
Hongkong, 48 cents per preul. ae es 
Bygdo—Norwegian steamer, 771 tons, 
Hongkong, 33 cents per picil. ; 
Oslo —Norwegia 1 steamer, 778 tons, Saigon ‘to 
Hongkong, 32} cents per picul. : 
Dante—Gerinan steame*, 1,302 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 33 cents per picul. : ee 
RozGerman steamer, 1,265 tons; Saigon to - 
Hongkong, 33 cents per picul. * oe 
Prosper -Norwegian steamer, 788 tons, ‘Saigon to - 
Hongkong, 34} cents per picul. = ia 
ifu —German: steamer, 1,053 tons, Hongkong ss. 
to Kobe, $9,000, oe 
Cosmopolit—German steamer, 671 .tons, monthly, 
6/2 months, $4,300 per month. 
Tordenskjold—Norwegian steamer, 
monthly, 9 months, $5,400 per month. 
Ask—Danish steamer, 592 tons, 
smonth, $4,0)9 per month. 


Saigon to ° 


904 tos, 


monthly, 6 


VESSELS ON ‘THE KERTH. 

For lLonpon.—Patroclus (str.). Socotra (str.), 
phe (str.), Oopack (str.), Bengal (stv.), Dardanus ~ 
str.). i i 
For Sax Francisco.—City of Rio de Janeiro 
(str.), Gaelte (str.), Benalder (str.). Be 
For New Yor«.—Benalder (str.). — - a 
For Vancouver. —Empress of China (str.), ee 

For Bezmey.—Bayern (stv.). 

For PortLanp.—Mogul str). . - 
( na AUSTRALIA.—TokioMaru (str.). Taiyuan .- 
str.). . 

For Marserti Es.—Oceanieh (str.). 

For Vicroria.—Columbia (str). 


{ 


\ 


SHIPPING. | 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
: All. 
HONGKONG. 
March— ABRIVALS. 


18, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 


March— 


- 12, Hanoi, French str., for Hoihow. 


_ 15, Haitan, British str , for Swatow. 


_ 15, Martha, German str., for Saigon, 
16, Decima, German str., for Saigon. 


. 17, Kachidate Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 
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18, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 
18, Hong Leong, British str., frem Straits. 
18, Dean, British str., from Bangkok. 

18, Bormida, Italian str., from Bombay. 
18, Gisela, Austrian str., from Trieste. 


18, Prosper, Norw. str., from Swatow. 
18, Kaiserin Augusta, Ger. cr., from Kiaochau. 
-; DEPARTURES. 

"12, Choysang’, British str., for Canton. 
12, Hansa, German str., for Saigon. 

12, Tritos, German str., for Saigon. 

12, Loyal, German str., for Yokohama. 
12, Natal, French str., for Europe, &c. 
12, Tamsui, British str., for Chefoo. 

1¥, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
12, Gerda, German str., for Yokohama. 


12, Maria Valerie, Austrian str., for Trieste. 
13, Benvorlich, British str., for Nagasaki. 

13, Cosmopolif, Gernéan str., for Kobe. 

13, Erato, German str., for Hamburg. 

13, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 

13, Mongkut, British str., for Saigon. 

18, Nanchang, British str., for Tientsin. 

18, Peshawnr, British str., for Kobe, 

13, Taisang, British str., for Kobe. 

13, Wakesa Maru. Jap. str., for Yokohama. 
(14, Ask, Danish str., for Hoihow. 

14, Ernest Simons, French str., for Shanghai. 
14, Prometheus, British str., for London. 

14, Sullberg, German str., for Chefoo. 

15, Clara, German str., for Hoihow. 

15, Keelung Maru, Japanese str., for Saigon. 
15, Venus, British str., for San Francisco. 
15, Paul Rickmers, Ger. ship, for Singapore. 
15, Braemar, British str., for Portland. 

15, Esmeralda, British str.. for Manila, 


15, Lyeemoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
15, Machew, British str., for Bangkok. , _ 


16, Frejr, Danish str., for Hoihow. 

16, Anapa, British str, for Iloilo. 

16, Choysang, British str., for Swatow. 

16, Empress of Japan, Brit. str., for V’couver. 
16, Energia, British str., for Shanghai. 

16, Holstein, German str., for Saigon. 

16, Kutsang, British str., for Calentta, 

16, Rio, German str., for Saigon. ; 
16, Taiwan Maru, Jap. str., for Saigon. 

16, Tsinan, British str., for Australia. 

17, Daphne, German str., for Viadivostock. 


17, Progress, German str., for Kobe. 
17, Triumph, German str., for Pakhoi. 
17, Wuotan, German str., for Saigon. 
- 17, Tordenskjold, Norw. str., for Canton. 
17, Dante, German str., for Saigon. 
17, Glenavon, British str., for Saigon. 
17, Hailoong, British str., for Swatow. 
17, Menmuir, British str., for Shanghai, 
17, Nanshan, British str., for Swatow,. 
17, Sabine Rickmers, Ger. str.. for Foochow. 
17, Tateyama Maru, Japanese atr., for Saigon. 
17, Miéefoo, Chinese str., for Canton. 
18, Wahu, ‘British str., for Takow. 
18, Atlantic; German bark, for Rajang. 
18, Cheang*Hock Kian, Brit. str., for Amoy. 
18, Menelaus, British str., for Shanghai. 
18, Sagami Mart, Jap. str.. for Shanghai. 
18, Bygdo, Norw. str., for Saigon. 
18. Taicheong, German str., for Swatow. 
18, Tosa Maru, Jap. str., for Singapore. 
18, Yamaguchi Maru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 
18, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Canton. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARRIVED. 
Per Natal, for Hongkong from Shanghai, 


‘Mrs. Luubeck and 2 children, Messrs. Walker B. 


Marens, K. Fakahashi, Ichinomiya, Mrs. 


_ Gibson, .Mrs. Robison, Messrs. O. E. Kelley 


Cravens, Campbell, O. Wegenen, A. R. Marty, 
F. X. Remedios, K. Tisarva, Rene Kahn, Mrs. 
Peterson, Messrs. Xavier, Berthelot, and Zeng 
; from Woosung, Commandant 
Yokohama, Messrs. Babou, 


Woosung, Miss Orner, Capt. H. W. Peok, Mr. 
C.-A. Bampfyld, and Mr. J. A. Pollon; for 
Colombo from Shanghai, Mr. Adrien Hamid; 
for Port Said from Woosung, Mr. Charles 


Farver and 2 children, Messrs. E. Dumas, 
F. W. Voit, Count Candelaria and son, Messrs. 
Eladio Ojinaja, Antonio Ojinaja, Vincente Tri- 
ono, Manuel Natividad, and Enrica Galan. — 


Hongkong, Messrs. Williams, H. Burgmann, P. 
Metyken, ©. H. Bond, and C. Prideaux; for 
Yokohama, Messrs. E. A. Brown, J. N. Buxton, 
J. Hirata, Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, Messrs. F. 
Young, Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Inouye; for 
Viadivostock, Messrs. A. Cagas and G. Buquets. 


Conusland and 2 children, Mr. and Mrs. Kemp 
and 2 children, Mrs. J. 8. Roach and 2 children. 


Colombo, Messrs. Ch. Pavol, P. R. Marshall, 
Batholt, Mr. and Mrs. Ahearn, Mr. Franklin, 
Miss Lillias, Miss L. Mesch, Miss Lezzie Burns, 
Messrs. Eymonds, How Shong, Mrs. Cherria 
Asamy, Mr. Rama Ravo; from Singapore, 
Messrs. A. Pair, 8S. W. Cartwright, M. C. E. 
Samuel, 
Mr. Halliday, Miss Satan, Mrs. Ch. M. Creary, 
Miss M. C. Clark, Messrs. Cohn, Davies, Potter, 
Max Heller, Mr. and Mrs. P. Foch. daughter and 
2 infants; from Saigon, Messrs. Edwards, Ku- 
tian, Luzarche d’Azay, and Mrs, Ricco; for 
Shanghai from Marseilles, Mr. T. K. Loive, 
Dr. Arthur Stanley, Messrs. Rydzewoski, Be- 
laieff, de Nully and infant, Miss Demaison, 
Sisters Jeanne, Gabrielle, Louise, Antoinette, 
Vincent, Marie, Revs. Cottin, Bonnay, Chia- 
petto, Chennisky, and Mr. Reynaud; from 
Colombo, Mr. L. Bridon; from Singapore, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joaquin Paga; from Saigon, Messrs. 
Labrude and Dalvy; for Nagasaki from Singa- 
pore, Mrs. Quachamy, Mrs. Obsouki, Messrs. 
Otakoli and Hyoshi; for Kobe from Colombo, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Petrico; from Singapore, Mr. 
Kobore; from Saigon, Messrs. Akita, Kaway, 
and Yokohi; for Yokohama from Marseilles, 
(Messrs. 8. Kosaka, T. Katayama, K. Takayame, 
K. Adachi, Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Kerbedz, Messrs. 
Paul May, Adolphe May, Kochibe, Sughi, Mr. 
and Mrs. Baumann, Messrs. Fugita, Yoshu and 
Nicholas Matunine; from Suez, Mrs. Catherine 
A. Blood, Mr. James Chambers, Mrs. Thereze 
Rawoth; from Singapore, Mr. F. Bonnet. 


Pherson and 1,300 Chinese. 


cisco, Lieut. B. O. Scott, U.S.N., Mrs. J. A. 
Awris, Mis. F. Wildes, Miss Wildes, Messrs. 
R. Kofuku, John Holliday, A. A. Madera, H. 
C. Lamatte, Capt. C. J.C. Wittmus, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. W. Banks, Miss Banks, Mrs. Ran- 
som, Master Ransom, Baron Von der Goltz, 
Mrs: Ellman, and Mr. J. C. Gardner. 
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Duding; for Marseilles from Shanghai, Capt. | R. Phillip 
Bohr, Mr. How, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas and 2 
children, Mr. Guffens, Mr. and Mrs. Courbon, 
Mr. Corensin Herroux; from Woosung, Messrs. 
Dubnffet, Pereira, Mrs. and Miss Pereira and 
2 children, Miss Ogleby, and Mr. Seriani Jean. 


Per Eemeralda, from Manila, Mrs. Elena 


Per Wakasa Maru, from Southampton for 


Per Haitan, from Coast Ports, Dr. and Mrs. 


Per Ernest Simons, for Hongkong from 


Gates, Gaitskell, Mrs. Hoffmeister, 


Per Prometheus, from Amoy, Messrs. Mac- 


Per City of Rio de Janeiro, from San’ Fran- 


Per Zafiro, from Manila, Messrs. A. Stewart, 


C. Blashki, R. Noda, A. Rosario, M. Cousin, 
and ©. Meyers. 


Per Huiloong, from Tamsui, Rev. Wm. Mc- 


Gregor, Dr. and Mrs. Riddel. 


Per Catherine Apcar, from Calcutta, &o., Mr. 


Longhurst, Mr. and Mrs. Cozine, Mr. and Mrs, 
Halcombe, Mrs. Coburn, Mr. Prange, Miss 
Kuoke, Mr. and Mrs. Hose, Mrs. Packenham, 
Messrs. Vaz Subadar G. Khan, Howson, Wong 
Fat Chon, Campbéll, and Melady. 


Per Rohilla, from Yokohama, Messrs. T. A. 


Singleton, H. B. Clayton and T. Oda, Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell, Mrs, Bowden and children, 


Misses Nelson and Black. . 
Per Menmutr, from Australia, Mrs. McArthur, 


. Miss Neilson, Miss Deacon, Messrs. W. Cum- 


ming, J. Dickinson, J Hardy, H. Kelsall, A. 
D. Pedley, Thompsan, T. Willcock, Commander 
Boracntra d’Almores, Dr. Machado d’Arango, 
Messrs. Cory G. Jose Sasti, Jose Sing Marguese, 


Father M. Alvores, Messrs. D. M. B. Lagos, 


FE. Fullerton, and H. Marshall. 

Per Chowfa, from. Bnogkok, &c., Messrs. 
Schultze, Van der Zupen, Allen, Murray, and 
Stephenson. : 

_ Per Tosa Maru, from Yokohama, Mr. and Mrs, 
Davis, Messrs. Muter and Pomroy, and Miss 
Tucgrey. 

Per Bengal, from Shanghai for London, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. H. Harris and infant, Mr. A. Wil- 
gon, Mrs. and Miss Youngson and child, Messrs. 


g and Lennox; for Marseilles, Mr.and 


“Mrs. A. R. Burkill; for Hongkong, Messrs. H: ”. — 
P, Wadman, Chan Tszi-hai, K. Kanshami, K-- -- 
Ito, 8. Akashi, and H. Uyeno. rr 


DEPARTED. a 
Per Wakasa Maru, for Yokohama, Messrs. BE, — 


A. Brown, Buxton, J. Hirata, Mr. and Mrs. - 
Crawford, Messrs. F. Young, A. Cazas, Gi ~ 
Buquet, Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Inouye, Mra. ~— - 
Young and 3 children, Messrs. Y. Kohira an 

Y. Okasawara. 


Per Natal, from Hongkong for Saigon, Messrs. 


Ngan Hong Po, Ngan Kai Po, Dollang, 8. 
Yamamoto, and K. Funamoto; for Sin 
Miss Gordon, Messrs. Bowen, J. Steele, and 
W. Veige; for Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Watson, and Miss A. Watsen; for. Djibouti, 
Mr. Charmay; for Marseilles, Messrs. J. Conr- 
tin, F. S: Monteith, and P. Spolding; from 
Woosung for Saigon, Mr. Ponponneau; for ~ 
Singapore, Miss Ornev, Capt. H. W. Peck. 
Messrs. C. A. Bamplyld and J. A. Pellon; for 
Port Said, Mr..C. Duding; for Marseilles, Mr, 
Dubuffet, Mr. Pereira, Mrs. and Miss Pereira 
and 2 children, Miss Ogleby, and Mr. Seriani 
Jean; from Shanghai for Singapore, Messrs. L. . 
Grant, J. Adam, and J. Currie; -for Colombo, 
Mr. Adrien Hamid; for Marseilles, Capt. Bohr, 
Mr. Howe, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas and 2 children, 
Mr. Guffens, Mr.'and Mrs. Courbon, and Mr, 
Corenien Herroux. 


pore, 


Per Ernest Simons, for Shanghai, Messrs. 


Botter, R. Krauss, F'. W. Heald, A. Schone- 
manu, F. B. s Jacob, Chung Sen Hao, Lum Yu 
‘Hao, Ho Wing Yau, Paul Sachse, L. Schall, A. - 
J. Battle, J. H. Grimes, G. Banker, D. W. Le 
Lacheur, J. MoArthur, J. E. d’Aguino, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eblers ‘and child, Mrs. M. Allemao 
and child, Miss V. O. Coelho; for Nagasaki, 
Messrs. M. A. Sugamuna, M.I., M. 8. Friede, - 
H. J. van Braambeck; for Kobe, Mr. and Mrs, 
Orr, Mr. F. R. Sylva; for Yokohama, Mr. Quong 
Ying Chong. 


Per Haitan, for Amoy, Messrs. Moller and 


Wn. Croar; for Foochow, Messrs. L. 8; Craw- 
ford, C. E. Pierce and Knut Wan. 


Per Empress of Japan, for Shanghai, Mrs. ~ 


Passmore, Mrs. Harrison, Mesars. E. N, Butt, 
W. V. Drummond, J. Jebsen, G. Burton,iL. ‘A. 
Choy, Lo Wing Yune, and Chin Wah Shon; 
for Nagasaki, Mr. and Mrs. E, A. Measor, Mr, 
Ng Pak Chan; for Kobe, Col. and Mrs. Temple, 
Mr. and Mrs. Baruch, Mr. and Mrs. Brierly, 
Miss Pease, Miss A. E. Bates, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cozine, Messrs. M. Lohmann, Boltmanis, ‘F. 
R. von Schoeller, and Lo Pun Kok; for. Yoko- - 
hama, Mr. D. R. Pochaje, Miss M. BE. Cameron, 
Mr. G. L. Blaski, Mr. and Mrs. A. P. MacKkwen 
and child, Mra. T. H. Hayes, Mr. Kwong Ah 
Moon, and Mrs. Hemming; for Vancouver, B.C., 
Mr. N. M. Pond, Messrs. Plutman; Symmons, 
and S. Clark; for Vancouver from Shanghai, 
Mesers. G. Boyer and J. Marshall ; for Victoria, 
B.C., Mrs. Acheong; for Tacoma, Mrs, Kemp 
and 2 children, Mrs. A. K. Scott and daughter; 
for San Francisco, Col. and Mrs. Pakenham, 
Mrs. T. Wilson, Messrs. F. C. Gates, A. Gaits- 
kell, Baikelt, E. W. Blodgett, Mrs. M, K. Plum. - 
mer, Mrs. Gile, Master Gile, Miss Robinson; 
for Seattle, . : 
children; for Pittsburg, Miss K. N. Fleeson; 
for New York, Mr. and Mrs. Head, Miss Head, 
Mr. O. Langenback, Mr. and Mrs. Thorndike, 
Mrs. Thorndike; for New York from Shanghai, 
Mr. W. H. Furness; for Havanna, Mr. Wong 
Chun Shing; for Liverpool, Messrs. J. Rich- ~ 
mond and C. E. Samuels, Dr. H. Blackburn; — 
for London, Mr. and Mrs. MacMullen, Misa — 


Mr. and Mrs. Consland and 2 


MacMullen, Mr. and Mrs. Beauchamp, Misses 
Margary (2), Miss E. K. Dixon, Miss M..E. 


Janson, Mrs. Hoffunister, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. | 


Hose. Messrs. W. H. Dixon, J. Dixon, D. RB. 
Marshall, W: H. Halliday, and T. Fotter; for 
London from Shanghai, Messrs. A. and J. W.. 
Goodwin, and A. Harvey; for London from 
Yokohama, Mr. G. Storing. 


Por Tsinan, for Australia, Messrs. Hart Buck, - ; 


John Halliday, T. A. Singleton, and Kenny. — 
Per Esmeralda, for Manila, Mesara, W. H. 
Aitkin; W. J. Blackhall, L. W. Brandt, Silky, 
Enrique Marcaida,;and Meyer. . - - 
Per Menmuir, for Shanghai, Messrs: J. 
Dickinson, J. Hardy, H. Kelsall,.and ‘T. Will--* 
COCK. oF 
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